Start of Term Prayer Service for School Staff 2021
Leader’s Notes

Ideally, this service should take place in the school oratory/prayer space, or in a room which has been adapted to allow a more prayerful atmosphere.
You may wish to add a hymn to the staff handout or play a prayerful piece of music at the beginning and end of the service (depending on circumstances) before printing and distributing. 
This service can be led by one member of staff or split up between and number of staff. 
The leader should welcome staff to the time of prayer and explain the format the service will take. 

Leader:		O God, come to our aid
All:		O Lord, make haste to help us.

Leader:		Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
All:		as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. 

Opening Prayer (recited by all)
Teach me, O Lord, to search for You.
Show Yourself to me when I search for You.
If You do not teach me first, I cannot seek You.
If You do not reveal Yourself to me, I cannot find You.
In longing, may I search for You,
And in searching long for You.
In love may I find You,
And in finding You, love You.

Reading

Matthew 1: 18-24

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being an upright man and wanting to spare her disgrace, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 'Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.' Now all this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: Look! the virgin is with child and will give birth to a son whom they will call Immanuel, a name which means 'God-is-with-us'. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home; he had not had intercourse with her when she gave birth to a son; and he named him Jesus."
Pause

Reflection
To be read slowly
‘The Angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and said “Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.’
This year has been dedicated to Saint Joseph because he is the protector and guardian of Mary and Jesus. He is also our guardian in the church. Just as he looked after Mary and Jesus when they were at their most vulnerable, so as the world is in need of care and guidance today, we implore the intercession of Saint Joseph. 
There is another, more human reason why perhaps Saint Joseph’s example and intercession is timely today. His life was constantly interrupted, and he faced continual changes in direction. Just as he thought he had a plan set out for him, God called him to a new way of living. We can understand this after the experiences of the past year, when we have had to change and adapt at short notice.
The ability to adapt, to be trustful, yet at the same time to be hope-filled was the foundation of Saint Joseph’s way of life. As we begin a new school year, we pray that those gifts of being adaptive, trustful and hope-filled will be ours too.
Saint Joseph adapted to Mary’s motherhood of Jesus and accepted the child as his own. God called him to a new and different way of living, a way that would fill him with love and peace. This new way of life required Joseph to be trusting of God. It can be difficult to trust when we aren't totally sure of the outcome; it requires us to believe in the One who calls our name. Joseph trusted in God and this trust was deepened as he came to know God’s will for him. Each of us, like Saint Joseph, have a vocation: we have a part to play in God’s plan for the world. 
The final part of this journey is the fulfilment of hope. For Joseph this meant living in love with Mary and Jesus. His life was fulfilled, and his hope was realised. 
As we begin our new school year, we pray for the ability to adapt and accept change in the sure knowledge that God is with us. May we be strong and resilient as we begin a new year together. May our trust in God be deepened today, mindful of his love for us. May we never tire of bringing our whole lives to him. Our joy, our worries, our need and our love will find their true home in God's trusting embrace. Let hope be our strength in the coming year. God will be with us to bring us life and grace.

Intercessions
Leader:
All Holy, Loving, and Compassionate God, we thank you for your loving care of all creation and your protection and guidance over all. We come to you today, filled with hope for the new school year. 
1. We bring all teachers, school leaders and support staff in our school before you. In their roles and vocation as educators, they continue the teaching ministry of Christ. We pray for your blessings over their lives, their work, their livelihood, and their families. Guide them with your wisdom. May they be empowered by your Spirit to see the needs of their students and to inspire those in their care.
Lord hear us 
R/ Lord, graciously hear us
2. We bring our parents, guardians, and caregivers of our students before you. They are faced with unprecedented challenges. They have to make decisions that require your wisdom, understanding and insight. When they feel overwhelmed, be present in their lives. May they never feel alone or abandoned. Strengthen them from within, so that they might be a source of strength, confidence, and hope for their children. 
Lord hear us 
R/ Lord, graciously hear us
3. Most of all, we bring before you our young people. As they pursue their education amidst current challenges, enlighten their minds. May they grow in grace and wisdom. In areas where there is a lack, provide them with knowledge, understanding, counsel, and fortitude. Keep them safe from all illnesses and protect them from all harm. 
Lord hear us 
R/ Lord, graciously hear us
We pause for a moment to remember the intentions of our own school community (you may wish to add any specific prayers here) and those personal to each of us. Pause. We ask our Blessed Mother’s intercession for these prayers:
All: 	Hail, Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.
We ask all this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

We will now join in a litany of fortitude for teachers. If you haven’t prayed a litany before, it is a series of petitions, or requests, that we ask God for help with. I will make a statement and you are invited to reply with: “Give me strength, O Jesus” 
Litany of Fortitude for Teachers
When I am beyond tired after the school day,
Give me strength, O Jesus.  

When I am tempted to judge my students uncharitably,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to ignore the quieter students,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to avoid disciplining as I ought,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to avoid difficult, yet formative conversations,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to not be emotionally attentive or avoid eye contact,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to be negative and not joyful,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to avoid reaching out to students who are struggling academically or emotionally,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to drown out the Holy Spirit’s “inconvenient” voice of direction,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to talk over their heads because it is easier,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

When I am tempted to ignore the work it takes to effectively evangelise,
Give me strength, O Jesus.

All: 	Lord, teach me to see Your face in each one of my students.
Lord, teach me to learn from my students.
Lord, teach me to love my students.

Closing Prayer
In your loving care, which goes beyond our understanding, O God, you chose Blessed Joseph to be the husband of your most Holy Mother. As we honour him on earth as our protector, let him intercede for us in Heaven, you who live and reign forever and ever. Amen.
Leader: St Joseph
All: Pray for us
Leader:	Let us bless the Lord
All:	Thanks be to God
