
E&O P3 RERC 1-11a 
I can share some Bible stories and I can explore how God speaks to us  

through these stories. 
 I have reflected on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life.  

Core learning: 
I can hear, read and recount these stories of reconciliation and forgiveness I in the 

 Old Testament and I understand that God calls me to forgive and be forgiven in my own 
life: the story of Joseph and his brothers  

(Genesis 37-45 - specifically Genesis 45: 14-15)  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  



Jacob was a Hebrew who lived in Canaan. He had twelve sons.  
He was very sad when his wife Rachel, who he loved very much, died. 

 Rachel was the mother of his two youngest sons, Joseph and Benjamin. 
 Jacob's favourite son was Joseph 

 and he gave him a special present which was  
a coat of many colours. 







Joseph's brothers were jealous. 
They hated him, because they thought their father loved him the most. 

 One night Joseph had a strange dream.  
He told his brothers how they had all been in the harvest field tying up the corn,  

when their sheaves of corn bowed down to his. 









Another time Joseph dreamt that the sun and moon,  
and eleven stars were all bowing down to him as if he were a king.  
He told his brothers about his dreams, but they were very cross.  

They guessed that the dream was about them bowing down to Joseph. 







One day Jacob asked Joseph to go to see if his brothers were safe.  
They had been away for a long time in the fields,  

where they were looking after the animals.  
When the brothers saw Joseph they wanted to kill him, 

 but Reuben the eldest, said they should throw him into a deep pit instead. 









Soon after, some merchants came by on camels.  
They were on their way to Egypt.  

One of the brothers said, "Let's sell Joseph to make some money."  
So they pulled Joseph out of the pit, took his coat,  

and sold him for twenty silver coins. 









The brothers dipped Joseph's coat in goat's blood and took it to their father.  
Jacob thought Joseph must have died.  
He was very upset. Joseph meanwhile,  

was sold as a slave to a rich man called Potipher.  
He worked very hard as a slave  

and was soon put in charge of Potiphar's house and other slaves. 



Sadly, Joseph was soon in trouble again, but he was not to blame.  
He upset Potiphar's wife and she made up lies about him. 

 Joseph was put in prison.  
While he was there two men who had worked for Pharaoh,  

were also locked up.  
They both had strange dreams and Joseph told them what they meant. 

 Later, Pharaoh had strange dreams too. 
 No-one could tell him what they meant. 



One of the men, now freed from prison, told Pharaoh about Joseph. 
 He was sent for and Pharaoh told him about his dreams. 

 In one, seven fat cows came out of the River Nile, followed by seven thin cows.  
The thin cows then ate the fat cows. In a second dream,  
seven fat stalks of corn were eaten by seven thin ones. 



Joseph explained Pharaoh's dreams. 
 He said there would be seven years of good harvests in Egypt, 

 when there would be lots of food to eat.  
Seven years of famine would follow, when nothing would grow.  

He told Pharaoh that they should store corn so that they would not starve. 
 When all this happened as Joseph had said he was made Governor.  	  	  



In Canaan, Jacob and his sons were starving.  
Jacob sent ten of his sons to Egypt to buy corn from the Governor. 

 Joseph's brothers did not know him.  
They told him about their family. He said they were spies.  

To prove that they weren't, 
 Joseph told them he would give them grain,  

but they must return with their youngest brother.  
Meanwhile Simeon would stay in a prison.   



They soon needed to go back to Egypt for more corn. 
 They had to take Benjamin this time to prove they were not spies.  

They were so pleased when Joseph welcomed them and set Simeon free.  
On their way home with their corn a horseman came along  

and said they had stolen his master's silver cup. 
 To their horror it was found in Benjamin's sack.  

This was part of Joseph's plan. 



Joseph wanted to see what kind of people they were now. 
 He told Benjamin that he must be his slave. 

 Judah, the brother who had sold Joseph years ago, said, 
 'If you keep Benjamin, my father will die of grief. Please keep me instead. 

' When Joseph saw his brothers had changed,  
he hugged them and asked them to fetch his father.  

All the family moved to Egypt to be with Joseph. 



Joseph forgave his brothers when he saw that they repented  
and had a change of heart. 



E&O P3 RERC 1-11a 
I can share some Bible stories and I can explore how God speaks to us  

through these stories. 
 I have reflected on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life.  

Core learning: I can hear, read and recount these stories of reconciliation and 
forgiveness in the Old Testament and I understand that God calls me to forgive and be 

forgiven in my own life: Naaman is healed (2 Kings 5).  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  



As captain of the king’s army, Naaman was an 
important man in the country of Syria.  

He was a good and valiant man,  
but he was a leper. 

He was very sick. He had sores on his body.  
His skin was falling off.  



Naaman’s wife had a little maid from the land of Israel.  

The maid told 
Naaman’s wife  

that if Naaman were 
with the prophet 

Elisha, 
 the prophet would 

heal him.  



When the king of Syria heard this,  
he sent Naaman to the king of Israel  

with gifts of silver and gold  
and a letter asking the king of Israel 

 to heal Naaman of his leprosy. 



The king of Israel could not cure Naaman.  
He was frightened that Syria would start a war with Israel 

 if Naaman was not healed.  
The King was so unhappy that he tore his clothes. 

Elisha was then the prophet.  
He told the king to send Naaman to him.  



So Naaman went with his horses and his chariot  
and stood at the door of Elisha’s house.  

Elisha sent his servant to talk to Naaman.  
He told Naaman to wash seven times in the Jordan River. 

 Then Naaman would be healed.  
	  



Naaman was angry  
because Elisha  

did not come out to heal him.  
He said that there were  
better rivers in Syria.  

Why couldn’t he just wash 
 in one of those rivers 

 
 
 

Naaman decided not to do 
 what the prophet counseled. 



Naaman did not want to do what Elisha said. 
He started for home.  

His servants asked him if he would have done  
something difficult to be healed.  
They asked him why he wouldn’t  
do something easy to be healed  

if he was willing to do something difficult.  



Naaman thought it over, then went to the Jordan River 
and washed himself seven times as the prophet  

Elisha had instructed him.  

When he came out of the river,  
he was completely healed. 



Naaman returned to Elisha’s house, happy and thankful. 

Consider a craft activity that shows Naaman 
 bathing himself 7 times in the River Jordan, 

As the Prophet Elijah had told him to. 
 

Following God’s will and accepting that we do 
not always know best gives us a fresh start. 
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I can share some Bible stories and I can explore how God speaks to us  

through these stories. 
 I have reflected on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life.  

Core learning:  
I can hear, read and recount these stories of reconciliation and forgiveness in the New 
Testament and I understand that God calls me to forgive and to be forgiven in my own 

life: The parable of the Loving Father and the Two Sons (Luke 15: 11-32) ; Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19: 1-10) ; The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7).  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  





Luke 15:11-32 
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Then Jesus said,  
‘There was a man who had two sons. 

 The younger of them said to his father, 
 “Father, give me the share of  

the property that will belong to me.”  
So he divided his property between them.  
A few days later the younger son gathered  

all he had and travelled to a distant country,  
and there he squandered  

his property in dissolute living.  
When he had spent everything,  

a severe famine took place  
throughout that country,  

and he began to be in need.  

The Loving Father and the Two Sons 
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The Parable of the Loving Father and the Lost Son 
So he went and hired himself out  

to one of the citizens of that country,  
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  

He would gladly have filled himself with  
the pods that the pigs were eating;  

and no one gave him anything.  
But when he came to himself he said,  

“How many of my father’s hired hands  
have bread enough and to spare,  
but here I am dying of hunger!  

I will get up and go to my father,  
and I will say to him,  

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;  
I am no longer worthy to be called your son;  

treat me like one of your hired hands.’  

RERC 1-11a  Word of God 
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The Parable of the Loving Father and the Lost Son 

So he set off and went to his father.  
But while he was still far off,  

his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 
 he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.  

Then the son said to him,  
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;  

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”  
But the father said to his slaves,  

“Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 
 put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  

And get the fatted calf and kill it,  
and let us eat and celebrate;  

for this son of mine was dead and is alive again;  
he was lost and is found!”  

And they began to celebrate.  

RERC 1-11a  Word of God 
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The Parable of the Loving Father and the Lost Son 

 ‘Now his elder son was in the field;  
and when he came  

and approached the house, 
 he heard music and dancing.  

 
He called one of the slaves  

and asked what was going on.  
 

He replied, “Your brother has come,  
and your father has killed the fatted calf,  

because he has got him back  
safe and sound.”  

Then he became angry  
and refused to go in.  
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The Parable of the Loving Father and the Lost Son 

  
His father came out  

and began to plead with him.  
But he answered his father, 

 
“Listen! For all these years  

I have been working like a slave for you,  
and I have never disobeyed your command; 

  
yet you have never given me even a young goat 

 so that I might celebrate with my friends.  
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The Parable of the Loving Father and the Lost Son 

  

But when this son of yours came back,  
who has devoured your property,  

you killed the fatted calf for him!”  
 

Then the father said to him,  
“Son, you are always with me,  
and all that is mine is yours.  

 
But we had to celebrate and rejoice,  

because this brother of yours was dead  
and has come to life;  

he was lost  
and has been found.” ’  
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through these stories. 
 I have reflected on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life.  
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I can hear, read and recount these stories of reconciliation and forgiveness in the New 
Testament and I understand that God calls me to forgive and to be forgiven in my own 
life: The parable of the Loving Father and the Two Sons (Luke 15: 11-32) ; Zacchaeus 

(Luke 19: 1-10) ; The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7).  
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Zacchaeus 

    
 	  .  

He entered Jericho and was passing through it.  
A man was there named Zacchaeus; 

 he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 
 He was trying to see who Jesus was,  

but on account of the crowd he could not,  
because he was short in stature.  

 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 

 because he was going to pass that way.  
When Jesus came to the place,  

he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus,  
hurry and come down;  

for I must stay at your house today.’ 
 So he hurried down  

and was happy to welcome him.  



Consider making  
some Zacchaeus 

Crafts to reinforce 
 and support 

Learning 
 and enjoyment. 
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Zacchaeus 

    
 	  .  

All who saw it began to grumble and said,  
‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’  

 
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 

 ‘Look, half of my possessions,  
Lord, I will give to the poor;  

and if I have defrauded anyone of anything,  
I will pay back four times as much.’  

Then Jesus said to him,  
‘Today salvation has come to this house, 

 because he too is a son of Abraham.  
For the Son of Man came to seek out  

and to save the lost.’  



Then Jesus said to him,  
‘Today salvation has come to this house, 

 because he too is a son of Abraham.  
For the Son of Man came to seek out  

and to save the lost.’  
 

Pray the Our Father as a class. 
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The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

    

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners  
were coming near to listen to him.  

And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,  
‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’  

 
 So he told them this parable:  

 
‘Which one of you,  

having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,  
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness  

and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?  
When he has found it,  

he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 
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The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
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And when he comes home,  
he calls together his friends and neighbours,  

saying to them, 
 “Rejoice with me,  

for I have found my sheep that was lost.”  
 
 

Just so, I tell you,  
there will be more joy in heaven  

over one sinner who repents  
than over ninety-nine righteous people  

who need no repentance.  



Just so, I tell you,  
there will be more joy in heaven  

over one sinner who repents  
than over ninety-nine righteous people  

who need no repentance.  
	  

All of the above scriptural narratives should 
encourage pupils to see the beauty and joy 

of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  



Old Testament 



New Testament 



forgiveness 



reconciliation 


