
E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
In P3 we will focus particularly on the place of Joseph and Herod  

in the Christmas narrative.  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  

Teacher note: Explore the characters of Joseph and Herod and the choices they make.  
This will support pupil’s conscience development and help prepare 

 for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
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Herod’s character: 
 

Herod was a proud King. 
 

Herod was a fierce warrior and was known 
 as Herod the Great. 

 
Herod loved luxury and built 2 great 

fortress/palaces at Massada. 
 

Herod was worried that other Kings might  
take his place. 

 
Herod was wary of anyone who might  

be known as a King. 
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St Joseph’s character: 
 

Joseph loves and protects Mary, 
 and Jesus, her son. 

 
Joseph trusts God. 

 
Joseph journeys in faith even 

when it is difficult. 
 

Joseph protects the Holy Family. 
 

Joseph is patron saint of workers, 
 as he was a skilled craftsman, 
a teknon, or carpenter/builder. 

	  
	  



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I can hear, read and recall the narrative of Simeon and Anna (Luke 2: 22-38), and I can 

recognise that they were waiting for the birth of the Saviour.  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  

Anna and Simeon were holy people who had  
listened to God’s promises in scripture 

 and in faith; 
 they waited for the coming of the Saviour, 

The King of Kings.	  
 

Have you ever longed for something? 
 

Talk to a friend about how Simeon 
 and Anna must have felt. 



The Presentation  
of the Child 
Jesus in the Temple. 
 
All Jewish newborn boys  
were presented at the Temple to God, 
where prayers were said  
that they would be holy. 
 
As Jesus was Jewish,  
Mary and Joseph 
presented him at the Temple. 
 
This celebrated in the  
4th Joyful mystery of The Rosary. 
	  
	  



Luke: 2:22-38 

P3 

 
  

Simeon and Anna 

  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 

Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 
 When the time came for their purification  

according to the law of Moses,  
they brought him up to Jerusalem 

 to present him to the Lord  
 

(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
 ‘Every firstborn male shall be  

designated as holy to the Lord’), 
  

and they offered a sacrifice  
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 

 ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  
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The offering of two turtle doves 



Pray the 4th Joyful Mystery together as a class 
in a decade of the Rosary 

	  

The Feast of the presentation of the 
 Child Jesus in the Temple  

is 2nd February. 
 

It is known as Candlemas as Church candles  
are often blessed on that day too. 
	  

Can you see Anna looking over to see the Child Jesus ? 



Luke: 2:22-38(cont’d) 
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Simeon and Anna 

  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem  
whose name was Simeon;  

this man was righteous and devout,  
looking forward to the consolation of Israel,  

and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  
 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit  
that he would not see death  

before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;  
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,  
to do for him what was customary under the law. 

	  
	  	  



Simeon’s song of praise to God is called the Nunc Dimittis or 
 Canticle or Song of Simeon where he thanks God  

for keeping His Promise of a Saviour.ß 



Luke: 2:22-38(cont’d) 
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The Song of Simeon 

  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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‘Master, now you are  
dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word;  
 

 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
   which you have prepared  

in the presence of all peoples, 
  

 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’  



Why not decorate your sacred space or altar  
and have a prayer service for Candlemas 

where you pray Simeon’s prayer together? 



The Canticle of Simeon 
 

At last, all-powerful Master, 
you give leave to your servant 

to go in peace, according to your promise. 
 

For my eyes have seen your salvation  
which you have prepared for all nations; 

the light to enlighten the Gentiles a 
and give glory to Israel, your people. 

Note:	  The	  Gen+les	  are	  people	  	  
who	  are	  not	  Jewish.	  

Jesus	  came	  for	  all	  peoples.	  



Luke:2:22-38(cont’d) 
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Simeon speaks to Mary 

  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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And the child’s father and mother  
were amazed at what was being said about him.  

 
Then Simeon blessed them  

and said to his mother Mary,  
 

‘This child is destined  
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,  

and to be a sign that will be opposed  
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed 

 
—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  



Simeon realises that Jesus  
will have to suffer and die,  

and rise again. 
 

He tells Mary this. 
 

Can you see the palms  
in this picture? 

 
These are remind us 

that Palm Sunday,  
and the cross  

are in Jesus’ future. 
 

Can you see the 2 turtle doves 
carried by Joseph 
 as an offering? 



Luke:2:22-38(cont’d) 
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Anna 

  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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There was also a prophet,  
Anna the daughter of Phanuel,  

of the tribe of Asher. 
 She was of a great age,  

having lived with her husband  
for seven years after her marriage,  

then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
  

She never left the temple  
but worshipped there  

with fasting and prayer night and day.  
At that moment she came,  
and began to praise God  

and to speak about the child  
to all who were looking  

for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
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Are you involved in rehearsals for a school  Nativity Play? 
	  



Can you name the figures in this Nativity scene? 



Have you made or set up a nativity scene in your classroom? 



An Advent Calendar of books 



Simple Advent Calendar 
 

A kindness or generous action 
 on the back of each label. 

 
Preparing our hearts for Christmas: 

 
You will need:  

 
Starry Christmas wrapping paper 

 
25 Parcel labels 

 
ideas for acts of kindness 

 
	  



Matthew1:18-25 
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RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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The Birth of Jesus the Saviour 
 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,  
but before they lived together,  

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  
Her husband Joseph,  

being a righteous man and  
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,  

planned to dismiss her quietly.  
But just when he had resolved to do this,  

an angel of the Lord appeared  
to him in a dream and said,  

‘Joseph, son of David,  
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  

for the child conceived in her  
is from the Holy Spirit.’  P3 1of2 



Matthew1:18-25(cont’d) 
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RERC 1-05a  Son of God 

. 
	  
	  	  

 
 She (Mary) will bear a son,  

and you are to name him Jesus,  
for he will save his people from their sins.’  

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken  
by the Lord through the prophet:  

 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’  
When Joseph awoke from sleep,  

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;  
he took her as his wife,  

but had no marital relations  
with her until she had borne a son;  

and he named him Jesus. 
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The Birth of Jesus the Saviour 



Joseph trusted God 
 even though  

he did not fully understand  
God’s plans. 

 
Pray to St Joseph  

to help you trust God  
and discover  

his plans for you. 
 

St Joseph, pray for us. 



Mary and Joseph journey to Bethlehem. 



Pray the prayer 
 to your 

 guardian angel now. 



Matthew2:13-15 
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The Flight into Egypt 
 Now after they had left, 

 an angel of the Lord  
appeared to Joseph in a dream  

and said,  
‘Get up, take the child and his mother,  

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;  
for Herod is about to search  

for the child, to destroy him.’  
Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother by night,  
and went to Egypt,  

and remained there until the death of Herod.  
This was to fulfil what had been spoken  

by the Lord through the prophet,  
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’  





Pray the prayer 
 to your 

 guardian angel now. 
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Herod and the Wise Men 
In the time of King Herod,  

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
wise men from the East  

came to Jerusalem, asking,  
‘Where is the child  

who has been born king of the Jews?  
 

For we observed his star at its rising,  
and have come to pay him homage.’  

When King Herod heard this,  
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  

and calling together all the chief priests  
and scribes of the people,  

he inquired of them  
where the Messiah was to be born.  





Matthew2:1-9 
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RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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Herod and the Wise Men 
They told him,  

‘In Bethlehem of Judea;  
for so it has been written by the prophet:  

 “And you, Bethlehem,  
in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least  
among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

 
 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and  

learned from them the exact time when  
the star had appeared. 





Matthew2:1-9 (cont’d) 
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RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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Herod and the Wise Men 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  
‘Go and search diligently for the child;  

and when you have found him,  
bring me word so that I may also go  

and pay him homage.’  
 

When they had heard the king,  
they set out; and there, ahead of them,  

went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place  

where the child was.  





Reread the story 
 of King Herod  

and the wise men. 
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In the time of King Herod,  

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
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Herod and the Wise Men 
They told him,  

‘In Bethlehem of Judea;  
for so it has been written by the prophet:  

 “And you, Bethlehem,  
in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least  
among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

 
 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and  

learned from them the exact time when  
the star had appeared. 



…for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel…	  
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Herod and the Wise Men 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  
‘Go and search diligently for the child;  

and when you have found him,  
bring me word so that I may also go  

and pay him homage.’  
 

When they had heard the king,  
they set out; and there, ahead of them,  

went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place  

where the child was.  



When they had heard the king,  
they set out; and there, ahead of them,  
went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place  
where the child was.  
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The Flight into Egypt 
 Now after they had left, 

 an angel of the Lord  
appeared to Joseph in a dream  

and said,  
‘Get up, take the child and his mother,  

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;  
for Herod is about to search  

for the child, to destroy him.’  
Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother by night,  
and went to Egypt,  

and remained there until the death of Herod.  
This was to fulfil what had been spoken  

by the Lord through the prophet,  
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’  1of3 



…an angel of the Lord  
appeared to Joseph in a dream  
and said…  
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The Innocents 
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 When Herod saw that he had been tricked  
by the wise men, he was infuriated,  

and he sent and killed all the children  
in and around Bethlehem who were  

two years old or under,  
according to the time that  

he had learned from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what had been  

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  
 

 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be consoled,  
because they are no more.’  



Say a prayer for the Holy Innocents 
 and all those children in the world who suffer,  

through no fault of their own. 



Matthew2:13-21 (cont’d) 

P3 

 
  
  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 

. 
	  
	  	  

 
  

The Return from Egypt 
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 When Herod died,  
an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared  

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt  
and said, 

 
 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother,  

and go to the land of Israel,  
for those who were seeking  
the child’s life are dead.’  

 
Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother,  
and went to  

the land of Israel.  



The Flight into Egypt  
(Mary and Joseph journeyed by Donkey. To flee or take flight means to escape) 



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I can reflect on the ways that my class, family and parish prepare in Advent  

to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Saviour.  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  



Matthew1:18-25 

P3 

 
  
  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 

6of6 

. 
	  
	  	  

The Birth of Jesus the Saviour 
 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,  
but before they lived together,  

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  
Her husband Joseph,  

being a righteous man and  
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,  

planned to dismiss her quietly.  
But just when he had resolved to do this,  

an angel of the Lord appeared  
to him in a dream and said,  

‘Joseph, son of David,  
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,  

for the child conceived in her  
is from the Holy Spirit.’  P3 1of2 



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I have listened to two Gospel passages (Matthew 1: 18-25 & Matthew 2: 13-15) and I know 

that Joseph listened to the Angel, God’s messenger, and chose to do what God asked.  
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 She (Mary) will bear a son,  

and you are to name him Jesus,  
for he will save his people from their sins.’  

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken  
by the Lord through the prophet:  

 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’  
When Joseph awoke from sleep,  

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;  
he took her as his wife,  

but had no marital relations  
with her until she had borne a son;  

and he named him Jesus. 
 2of2 

The Birth of Jesus the Saviour 



‘Joseph, son of David,  
do not be afraid 

 to take Mary as your wife,  
for the child conceived 

 in her  
is from the Holy Spirit.’  

 
This is called:  

The 
Immaculate Conception 
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The Flight into Egypt 
 Now after they had left, 

 an angel of the Lord  
appeared to Joseph in a dream  

and said,  
‘Get up, take the child and his mother,  

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;  
for Herod is about to search  

for the child, to destroy him.’  
Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother by night,  
and went to Egypt,  

and remained there until the death of Herod.  
This was to fulfil what had been spoken  

by the Lord through the prophet,  
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’  



The Flight into Egypt 



Matthew2:13-15 

P3 

 
  
  

RERC 1-05a  Son of God 
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Herod and the Wise Men 
In the time of King Herod,  

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,  
wise men from the East  

came to Jerusalem, asking,  
‘Where is the child  

who has been born king of the Jews?  
 

For we observed his star at its rising,  
and have come to pay him homage.’  

When King Herod heard this,  
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  

and calling together all the chief priests  
and scribes of the people,  

he inquired of them  
where the Messiah was to be born.  



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I can hear, read and recall the story of Herod (Matthew 2: 1-9, 13-21).	  	  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  

Herod and the Magi:  
 

Can you tell  
which figure is Herod? 
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Herod and the Wise Men 
They told him,  

‘In Bethlehem of Judea;  
for so it has been written by the prophet:  

 “And you, Bethlehem,  
in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least  
among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

 
 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and  

learned from them the exact time when  
the star had appeared. 



 “And you, Bethlehem,  
in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least  
among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you 
 shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd 
 my people Israel.” 	  

Jesus: The Good Shepherd 
is the one who was foretold. 
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Herod and the Wise Men 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  
‘Go and search diligently for the child;  

and when you have found him,  
bring me word so that I may also go  

and pay him homage.’  
 

When they had heard the king,  
they set out; and there, ahead of them,  

went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place  

where the child was.  



When they had heard the king,  
they set out; and there, ahead of them,  

went the star that they had seen at its rising,  
until it stopped over the place  

where the child was.  
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The Flight into Egypt 
 Now after they had left, 

 an angel of the Lord  
appeared to Joseph in a dream  

and said,  
‘Get up, take the child and his mother,  

and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;  
for Herod is about to search  

for the child, to destroy him.’  
Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother by night,  
and went to Egypt,  

and remained there until the death of Herod.  
This was to fulfil what had been spoken  

by the Lord through the prophet,  
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’  1of3 



The Flight into Egypt: what clues are there that 
The Holy Family are almost there? 
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The Innocents 
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 When Herod saw that he had been tricked  
by the wise men, he was infuriated,  

and he sent and killed all the children  
in and around Bethlehem who were  

two years old or under,  
according to the time that  

he had learned from the wise men.  
Then was fulfilled what had been  

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  
 

 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be consoled,  
because they are no more.’  



Say a Hail Mary for all mothers who mourn for their children. 
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The Return from Egypt 
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 When Herod died,  
an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared  

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt  
and said, 

 
 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother,  

and go to the land of Israel,  
for those who were seeking  
the child’s life are dead.’  

 
Then Joseph got up,  

took the child and his mother,  
and went to  

the land of Israel.  



The Holy Family 
 

Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  
	  



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I can recall and understand that Jesus is a king and that this was seen  

by Herod as a threat.	  	  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I can contrast Joseph’s way of following what God wanted 

 and Herod’s way of acting against God.  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  



E&O P3 RERC 1-05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas  
we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.  

Core learning: 
I can examine how we can choose to follow Joseph’s way or Herod’s way.	  	  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  


