	
	 RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	S3
	Suggested Theme: 

Covenant
	Suggested Timescale: 



	
	Dates:
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	TIOF Core Learning 

	4-05a

I know that “God so loved the world that he sent his only son” (Jn 1: 14) who took flesh and lived among us and that this is called the Incarnation.

    I know that in the Incarnation God saved us, reconciled us and made us his adopted children.

    I have considered why God became man, in the Incarnation, and the need for Salvation by exploring: 
· Covenant events: Despite humanity’s inability to maintain promises to Him, God continues to reach out through revelation and, in particular, through the covenants to guide and teach people how to live.

· Noahic covenant (Gen. 9: 1-18) where human governance as a way of limiting sin is introduced  
· God’s relationship with Abraham (Gen. 12: 1-4; 13: 14-17; 15: 1-18; 17: 1-8) and His promise of prosperity, promise of a great nation and promise of God’s blessing to the entire world 
· Mosaic covenant: In the formal declaration of the covenant (Ex.19: 5,6) God assures the Israelites that He would do three things if they would obey Him: 

     1. He would make them a cherished possession of His own 

    2. He would make them a kingdom of priests to mediate God's
        blessings to the Gentile nations 

   3. He would make them a "holy nation" if they would obey Him
 The New Covenant:  The Fall and human inability to keep the covenant agreements, God became man; Sermon on The Mount and the ‘New Law’ (CCC 1965 – 1972). 

4-12a

  I have explored, using Scripture, and can explain in my own words, how God ‘spoke’ to people in the past. 

· I can summarise a Scripture passage. 

· I can identify the message, instruction or call from God.
· I have researched the context and the author. 

· I can describe the impact of the story. 

· I can explain my response to the passage. 

  In light of this learning I have explored accounts of one or more contemporary Christian witnesses to gain a personal understanding of how people ‘hear’ God speaking to them in today’s world.
· I can summarise their ‘story’ 

· I can identify the calling, message or instruction from God 

· I can describe the challenges that they have faced. 

· I can describe the impact of this message on their life and on the lives of others. 

· I can outline my personal response to their witness. 




	Experiences and Outcomes:

	4-05a
I have explored the Christian belief that in Jesus, God enters and transforms human nature, and exists at the centre of all creation.
4-12a

I can describe what I believe Biblical texts say about the way that God spoke to people in the past and how God speaks to people today.
Responsibility of All:



	Learning Intentions:

	I am learning:

1. about how God spoke to people in the past
2. about how God speaks to people today

3. that God is the centre of all creation

4. that God transforms human nature through the New Covenant


	Success Criteria:

	1. I can describe how God spoke to people in the pas through a Covenant event
2. I have researched how God speaks to people today

3. ?

4. I know that God transformed human nature through the New Covenant


	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	


	Planning Outline (including what pupils could write /say/make/do as a result of learning):

	Plan:
PROMISES: Initially pupils would consider the idea that all of us make promises everyday with a think-pair-share task and then feedback examples, e.g., “I promise to pay you back that £10”.  If no pupil examples then the teacher should highlight examples of promises with conditions, e.g., “If you tidy your room then tomorrow you can get a DVD”.  Also important promises, e.g., when someone gets a new job then they promise to work hard and the employer promises a fair wage and so on.  This should lead onto the idea of a COVENANT PROMISE – a solemn agreement between two people or groups of people, e.g., a marriage.  An individual task could be to ask pupils to think of a promise they have made: to whom? Were there conditions? Why did you make it?  Did you keep it? Have you learnt anything about yourself?

COVENANT EVENT: Pupils to explore the God’s Covenant with Abraham.  A starter task could involve pupils completing a task to illustrate putting their trust in another pupil. E.g., a ‘blindfold task’ – one pupil directs another, who is wearing a blindfold, only by voice around the classroom.  Review of this task should highlight trust in another.  Teachers should lead pupils through the main parts of the Abraham story (1) Call Gen 12:1-9, (2) Covenant & Promise Gen 17:1-8, (3) Promise of a Son Gen 17:15-19, (4) Isaac Gen 21:1-7; exploring context, author and message.  It may be possible for pupils to be split into groups and examine one part of the story and then re-tell it from Sarah’s point of view; with pupils suggesting questions she may have asked Abraham at each point.  Pupils will complete this task by piece of written work and/or a presentation, and then reflecting upon the possibility of their own covenant with God.
GOD SPEAKS TO PEOPLE TODAY:   Through teacher direction pupils should investigate one of two contemporary Christian witnesses, for example: 

(1) Dorothy Day - A controversial figure in life, and even in death, there are many who believe Dorothy Day, who died in 1980, to be a modern day saint. An American journalist and political activist who converted to Catholicism following a profound existential crisis in her late twenties, Day founded the Catholic Worker Movement and Newspaper, and dedicated her life to the cause of peace, opposition to nuclear weapons and service of the poor.
(2) Fulton Sheen - He lived a public life, constantly promoting the Faith through his work as a professor, through his books and articles, his radio and television programmes, his lectures, his classes for converts, his service as a National Director for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, and as a Bishop. Yet he also maintained a strong inner life of prayer that enabled him to remain a faithful priest.  His reputation for holiness is why the cause for his canonisation began in 2002 and continues to progress. He may eventually be named a saint.
(3) Margaret Sinclair - Margaret could well be described said Pope Blessed John Paul II, “as one of God's little” ones, who through her very simplicity, was touched by God with the strength of real holiness of life, whether as a child, a young woman, an apprentice, a factory worker, member of a Trade Union, or a professed Sister of religion. Born in 1900 tenement Edinburgh, the third of six children of a hardworking dustman, Margaret grew up amid war and hard times. She was beautiful, and she was resolute. She knew hard work. She was a disciple of Christ, in season and out. After severe tuberculosis, she was dead by the time she was 25- Sr. Mary Francis, a Poor Clare nun.
Pupils could complete this task through book research and use of ICT.  Pupils would produce a ‘Fact File’ highlighting their story, calling, challenges, impact of their message, and a personal response to how the person researched has affected their thinking.

NEW COVENANT: Pupils should be introduced to the idea that the Old Testament contains many references to a new covenant in the future.  One that would fulfil or complete that of Abraham and Moses; pupils to focus upon Jeremiah 31:31-33.
Next pupils should recall previous learning regarding the Jewish people and their expectation of a Messiah.  A review of great Jewish leaders like Abraham and King David should point to the expectation of the Jews that the Messiah would be Jewish and a descendant of both.  A task at this point could have pupils exploring chapters 1 and 2 of Matthew’s Gospel (with specific references) to highlight Jesus as: (1) a Jew, (2) like Moses, (3) a Son of David, and (4) the fulfilment of Old Testament promises.

This lead to the understanding that some Jews believed Jesus to be Messiah; and at this point Christianity was born after the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  Pupils should then examine the teaching that Jesus represents fulfilment and completion of the earlier covenant – looking at Matthew 5:17 – and asking what does Jesus mean?
Pupils should be made aware of similarities:  Moses led Jesus through the Red Sea to freedom and Jesus leads us to new life through Baptism.  This would be a good point for pupils to recall/recite baptismal promises and reflect upon their willingness to live by the terms of their covenant between God and self.
Next reflection on the words of Jesus at the last supper should also illustrate the new covenant: Matthew 26:28.  Pupils can investigate where Jesus fulfilled these words and where today do Christians re-enact these words? (S1 recall).  Teaching should stress that God is always true  and never breaks a promise, he loves us without limit and all we need to do is respond and build a relationship of trust and love through a life of prayer, participation in the sacraments, and through Christian witness in the world.
OT covenant

God / Jesus

New Covenant

Contemporary Christian

	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


