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Help Zacchaeus get to the tree so he can see Jesus.





	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Word of God

RERC 1‐12a

I know that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that I should treat it with reverence.
Reign of God
RERC 1-22a
I have explored the call to forgiveness and reconciliation and have reflected on how this can restore my relationship with God and others. I can put this understanding into practice in my relationship with God and others.

Hours of God

RERC 1‐18a

I know some of the signs and symbols related to Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding to help me explore the

themes of these celebrations.


	I can identify where Sacred Scripture is situated in the local Church and in my class room.
I know that, in the Bible, there are stories/narratives about God.

I know that another name for the Bible and Sacred Scripture is the Word of God.

I understand that the Bible is the most precious and Sacred book for all Christians.

I recognise that I should hold the Bible with great care and respect.

I can recall the work from other strands of faith (Revealed Truth of God P2 1-03a, Signs of God P2 1-10a and In the Image of God P2 1-02a) to help me to explore:

· what sin is

· repentance

· the call to forgiveness and reconciliation

· the effect these all have on my relationship with God, myself and others

I know that the main liturgical colours used by the Church are green during Ordinary time, purple during Advent and Lent and white for Christmas and Eastertide.
I have participated with my class in dressing the class altar in these colours.
I know that, when I receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, this is a sign that Lent has begun.
I can recognize and participate in the preparation for Easter by prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

	Class: Teacher should set up a prayer space in class.  This could be in a corner of the classroom and could be made attractive with soft furnishings. There should be an altar with a liturgical altar cloth, a candle (battery operated), crucifix, /holy statue and a Bible.  Laminated prayer cards with prayers known by the children should be available.   The prayer space should also have a selection of stories from the Bible e.g. Noah’s Ark on display.  Children should be given opportunities to visit the prayer space to pray and read the Bible Stories.
Class: Teacher gathers the children around the class altar and explains that the Bible is a very special book and contains stories about God Our Father.   Teacher explains that in their classroom the Bible is kept on the class altar.   We must treat the Bible with great respect and should handle it with great care.  Teacher shows the children how to bow before lifting the Bible from the altar, carry the Bible to another part of the room, carefully return it to the altar and then bow again.  Teacher gives some of the children the opportunity to handle the Bible with the correct respect. 
Class: Teacher explains to the class that the Bible contains Sacred Scripture.  Teacher clarifies that the word sacred means holy and the word scripture means a story.  When we read stories from the Bible, it is just like God talking to us and so we say it contains the Word of God.  Sometimes you can use a children’s bible which has lots of pictures and bigger print is used in it.  Teacher asks the children if they would like to bring in a bible from home to show the class their favourite bible story.

Class: Children complete the sentence on The Bible Worksheet – The Bible contains the Word of God (attached to planner) and colour in the picture of the Bible.
Home: Teacher sends home The Bible Home Activity (attached to planner) explaining to parents that their child is studying Bible stories in class. They are asked to discuss a favourite bible story with their child and help them complete the worksheet.  The returned worksheets could be made into a class book and placed in the class prayer space.
Class: Teacher reads some stories from the Bible to the class. After each story, the teacher discusses with the children what God wants us to learn from the story? These Bible  stories could include:
Noah and the Great Flood (Genesis 8: 1-22) 
Noah Obeys God Worksheet ( attached to planner)-Children colour in the picture of Noah building an ark.
Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6: 16-24)
Teacher gives each child a copy of the Lion Template (attached to planner) printed on cardboard.  Children draw and colour the features onto the lion’s face and use wool, tissue paper, etc to stick on a mane.  Children colour in the lion’s body and then cut out and stick onto the body the box with the words When I am afraid I will trust in God.

The Healing of the Ten Lepers (Luke 17: 11-19)
Children are given a cardboard copy of the Thankful Heart Template (attached to planner) and are asked to complete the prayer of thanks to God.  Children decorate the rest of the heart and then cut it out.  These hearts could be displayed around the class prayer space.
Story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19: 1-10)
Children complete Zacchaeus Maze (attached to planner) by leading Zacchaeus to the tree and giving him the opportunity to meet Jesus.  Zacchaeus will now be able to tell Jesus that he is sorry for cheating people and will repay back the money. 

KEY VOCABULARY: Bible, Sacred Scripture, Word of God, precious book, sacred book, Christians
Class: Teacher discusses with the children that sometimes we do not live as God has asked us to live.  We sometimes fight with our friends, say hurtful things to our family members, take things which don’t belong to us, etc.  When we live like this, we have turned away from God and these actions are called sins.  Children are given the opportunity to reflect on times when they lived as God has asked us to live and times when they have not lived as God has asked us to live.  Children complete Showing God’s Love/Not Showing God’s Love Worksheet (attached to planner).  Teacher asks the children to look at the pictures carefully on the Showing God’s Love/Not Showing God’s Love Sheet (attached to planner).  Children cut out the six pictures and decide which column of the worksheet to stick them on -either showing God’s love or not showing God’s love.
Class: Teacher explains to the children that everyone makes mistakes and commits sins.  Teacher asks the children how they feel when they have called someone names, taken something that does not belong to them, etc.  They usually feel worried in case they are found out and given into trouble.  Ask for a volunteer to show how sin makes you feel.  Place an empty backpack on a volunteer’s back.  Start placing objects, such as books, in the bag and for each object tell the children the sin it represents e.g. telling a lie.  The child will find it easy at the beginning but as the bag gets heavier, the child will begin to complain that it is getting too heavy.  Now ask the child to walk around the room briefly and then allow him to sit down to ease the burden. 
Teacher explains to the children that when we sin we are carrying the weight of those sins around with us and are hurting just like our volunteer.   We should try not to sin in the first place so not to carry such a weight.  God loves us very much and allows us to get rid of all the weight of our sins any time we want.   Teacher helps the volunteer to take off the heavy backpack and explains to the children that when we ask God to forgive our sins and to help us to live better, our sins are forgiven and taken away.  Teacher takes out each sin from the backpack saying e.g. we are sorry for the times we were not kind to our friends, we are sorry for the times we told lies.  When the backpack is empty, the volunteer will be able to walk around the room freely. 
Class: Children complete The Backpack worksheet (attached to planner) by decorating the backpack and completing the sentences - The backpack was hard to carry because… and The backpack is now easy to carry because…
Class: Teacher explains to the class that when we sin, it hurts inside, and makes us sad, because we know we have done wrong.   When we realise we have done something wrong, we must ask God for forgiveness and try to make things better with the person we have not shown love to. Teacher could introduce the word repentance to the class.  Teacher gives each child a cardboard happy and sad face (attached to planner).  Teacher explains that the happy face represents someone who is living like God wants us to live/ someone who has asked for forgiveness and the sad face represents someone who has sinned. Teacher reads out Repentance Scenarios (attached to planner) about children who have sinned and then asked for forgiveness from God and the person they sinned against.  Teacher pauses during the scenarios and asks the children to display a happy or sad face to represent how the child feels.  Teacher explains to the children that if we feel
Class: Children are given the opportunity through drama to act out feeling sorry and asking someone for forgiveness for some wrong they have done. Emphasise that sincerity is important when asking for forgiveness. This sincerity often shows in their tone of voice.  Demonstrate for them how to ask for forgiveness both insincerely and sincerely, and have them practice asking with the right tone of voice and posture.  Teacher explains to the children that if we feel really sorry about a wrong doing, we would try very hard not to do the wrong again.
Class: Teacher explains to the class that the word repentance means feeling truly sorry and discusses the steps to repentance.  
1. Feel sorry 

2. Ask forgiveness

3. Right the wrong

4. Try not to do the wrong again 
Class: Children cut out and paste in the correct order, the four steps to repentance, onto the Steps to Repentance worksheet (attached to planner).

Class: Children make a Repentance Reminder (template attached to planner). 
1. Photocopy template onto cardboard

2. Colour in the pictures 

3. Cut along the heavy black lines

4. Fold on the broken lines

5. Glue tabs

6. Make small holes in tabs 2, 3 and 4
7. Put string through holes and tie a double knot

8. Hang your repentance reminder where you can see it each day

Children will need adult help for some of this activity

Class: Teacher displays liturgical calendar to the class and points out that before Easter there is a period of forty days called Lent.   The liturgical colours used by the Church are purple during Lent and white during Eastertide.  Teacher asks children to dress the class altar with the purple altar cloth.
Class: Teacher explains to the class that Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent.  On this day you will be marked with ashes, in the shape of a cross, on your forehead.  This helps us to think of Jesus and stay close with him.  Have you ever received ashes before?  Who placed the ashes on your forehead?  What are the ashes made from?  Do you know where the ashes come from? What do the ashes remind us about?

Class: Children complete ‘Ash Wednesday’ worksheet (attached to planner).
Class: Teacher explains to the class that in preparation for Easter we can participate in prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  Many people make a special effort to pray more during Lent and to go to Mass more often.  Fasting means not eating, boys and girls are not asked to do this but we could give up treats like sweets during Lent.  Alms giving means helping charities by donating money to them and the children could be encouraged to bring in money for a chosen charity during Lent.  Teacher discusses with the class individual and class preparations for Easter that they can commit to during lent.

School: The children should be made aware of any school preparations taking place in the lead up to Easter e.g. collecting for SCIAF, saying the rosary and should be encouraged to participate. 
Class: Children complete ‘Preparation for Easter worksheet (attached to planner).

Lenten Promise Jar: Teacher displays a large outline of a jar (attached to the planner) on the classroom wall and explains to the class that it is a Lenten Promise jar.  Teacher allows the children to write their name and colour a sweet template (attached to planner) when they have remembered to keep a Lenten promise of prayer fasting or almsgiving. The sweets are glued onto the Promise Jar.
KEY VOCABULARY: Liturgical colours, purple, white, ashes, prayer, fasting and almsgiving

	Liturgical Altar Cloth

Candle (battery operated)

Crucifix,/Holy statue
Bible

Laminated Prayer Cards:

Sign of the Cross

Our Father

Glory be to the Father

Hail Mary

Morning and Night Prayer

Grace before & after meals 

Act of Sorrow 
Bible Story Books

The Bible Worksheet

Art materials

The Bible Home Activity
Bible

Noah Obeys God Worksheet

Lion Template
Art Materials

Glue

Scissors
Thankful Heart Template
Art Materials

Scissors
Zacchaeus Maze Worksheet  

Showing God’s Love/Not Showing God’s Love Worksheet

Showing God’s Love/Not Showing God’s Love Pictures

Scissors

Glue

Backpack

Heavy books

The Backpack Worksheet
Art materials

Repentance Scenarios

Happy/Sad Face s Template

Steps to Repentance worksheet
Scissors

Glue
Repentance Reminder Template

Art Materials

Scissors

Glue 

String 

Liturgical calendar

Purple altar cloth

Ash Wednesday worksheet (attached to planner)
Preparation for Easter worksheet (attached to planner).
Large outline of jar

Sweet template

Art materials
	Children can carry the Bible respectfully.

Children develop understanding that the Bible is the Word of God.
Children develop understanding that a sin is when we have not shown God’s love to others.

Children develop understanding that when we sin we feel sad because we have done wrong.

Children develop understanding that there are four steps to repentance. 

Children know that the

liturgical colours used by the Church are  purple during Lent and white during Eastertide.

Children know that when they receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, this is a sign that Lent has begun.

Children can recognise and participate in the preparation for Easter by prayer, fasting and almsgiving.



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Son of God

RERC 1‐07a I have explored the events of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus and I have reflected on the Catholic meaning of eternal life.
	I know that Jesus shared an important meal with his friends before he died on Good Friday, that this is called ‘The Last Supper’ and that it was the first Eucharist (1 Corinthians 11: 23‐26).
I know that Jesus died on a cross out of love for God His Father and for us.
I know that, three days later on Easter Sunday, God His Father raised him from the dead.
I know that, when people die, they can live forever with God in heaven.
I know that, after the Resurrection, many of Jesus’ followers and friends saw Him, talked to Him, touched Him and ate with Him e.g.,

· John 21: 1‐14 ‐ Jesus eats beside the lake

· John 20: 19‐29 ‐ Doubting Thomas.


	Class: Teacher reads 1 Corinthians 11: 23‐26 to the class and explains that this important meal that Jesus shared with his friends before he died on Good Friday is called  ‘The Last Supper’  Who did Jesus share the meal with?  Where did it take place?  What did they have to eat?  What special words did Jesus say?  What happened to the bread?  What happened to the wine?  Where have you heard the words before?  Teacher explains that ‘The Last Supper’ was the first Eucharist and every time we go to Mass we remember ‘The Last Supper’ as the priest takes bread and wine and changes it into the body and blood of Christ.

Class: Children complete ‘The Last Supper’ page of their Lent and Easter workbook (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher explains to the class that some people did not like Jesus and he was sentenced to be crucified.  He was made to carry a cross up a steep hill and was nailed to the cross.  Jesus loves God His Father very much and he loves us very much too. On Good Friday Jesus died on the cross out of love for God His Father and for us.  Why do you think some people did not like Jesus?  Do you think it was hard carrying the cross up the hill?  How much does Jesus love God His Father?  How much does Jesus love us?   

Class: Children complete ‘Jesus Carries his Cross and ‘Jesus Dies’ pages of their Lent and Easter workbook (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher explains to the class that, as it was getting late, Jesus had to be buried very quickly.  Three days later on Easter Sunday, some friends of Jesus went back to the tomb and were amazed to find the stone had been moved from the entrance.  God His father had raised him from the dead.   Would you have been surprised that the stone had been moved from the entrance? Do you think the friends of Jesus were pleased he was alive?   Do you think they told everyone the good news that Jesus had risen from the dead?   Are you pleased that Jesus had risen from the dead?  Do you think Easter Sunday is a happy time for us?

Class: Children complete ‘Easter Sunday’’ page of their Lent and Easter workbook (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher explains to the class that although we are sad when someone dies.  We should remember that when people die they can live forever with God in Heaven. Have you ever been sad when someone died?  Do you think The friends of Jesus were sad when he died?   Were his friends happy when he rose from the dead?  Are you happy that people who die can live forever with God in heaven?  Teacher leads the children in prayer thanking God for his love for us and for allowing us to live forever with him in heaven. 

Class: Teacher explains to the class that after Jesus rose from the dead

many of his friends and followers saw Him, talked to Him, touched him and ate with Him. Teacher reads John 21: 1‐14 to the class and discusses the story of Jesus eats beside the lake.  Who did he appear to?  What were the disciples doing?  What did Jesus tell them to do?  What happened next? What did they have to eat?

Class: Children complete ‘Jesus at the Lake ‘page of their Lent and Easter workbook (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher reads John 20: 19‐29 to the class and discusses the story of Doubting Thomas. Who did Jesus appear to?  Why were the disciples frightened?  What disciple was missing?  What did he say when he heard that Jesus had visited the disciples?  What did he want to do to Jesus before he would believe it really was Him? What did Jesus say to Thomas the next time he met him?  Would you have believed it really was Jesus?  

Class: Children complete ‘Doubting Thomas ‘page of their Lent and Easter workbook (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher explains to the children that it is a custom at Easter time to wear an Easter bonnet.  We like to celebrate that Jesus has risen by going to church and wearing our best clothes.   Each child is given a paper plate and an assortment of collage materials to create their own Easter bonnet.  The children could wear their Easter bonnets (examples attached to planner) and parade around the school. 

KEY VOCABULARY: the Last Supper, died on a cross, raised from the dead, Easter Sunday, followers

	Lent and Easter workbook (attached to planner)

Art materials

Paper plates

 Glue

Collage materials

Scissors


	Children demonstrate an understanding that 

‘The Last Supper’ was the first Eucharist.

Children develop an understanding that Jesus died on a cross out of love for God His Father and for us.
Children develop an understanding that, three days later on Easter Sunday, God His Father raised Jesus from the dead. 

Children develop an understanding that, when people die, they can live forever with God in heaven.
Children show an awareness that, after the Resurrection, many of Jesus’ followers and friends saw Him, talked to Him, touched Him and ate with Him.


Name_____________________________________                              Date____________________
The Bible
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The Bible contains the   __________________________________________________________    

Name_________________________     Date________________
The Bible
We have been learning about the Bible in class.  The children know that the Bible is a Holy book and should be treated with care and respect.  We have also discussed that the Bible contains the Word of God.

If you have a Bible at home, even a children’s bible, read some of the stories to your child.  Help your child to complete the work below. The children could bring their Bible into school to share their favourite story with the class.
My favourite Bible story is ____________________________________

________________________________________________________
I like it because ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Draw a picture of your favourite part of the Bible story in the box below.

Name_________________________                                                   Date__________________
Noah Obeyed God
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Lion Template

[image: image8.png]Q





[image: image9.jpg]



Thankful Hearts
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Dear God 

I would like to say thank you for
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Name________________________________   Date______________

Showing God’s Love/Not Showing God’s Love - Pictures
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Name____________________________   Date________________
Showing God’s Love/Not Showing God’s Love
	Showing God’s Love
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Not Showing God’s Love 



Name_________________________           Date_____________
 The Backpack
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The backpack was hard to carry because __________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

The backpack is now easy to carry because ________________________

________________________________________________________
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Happy/Sad Face

Repentance Scenarios
1. Paul was at the local shop to get some milk for his mother.  He saw some bars of chocolate for sale on the counter.  He wanted some but did not have enough money.  While the shopkeeper went to find the milk, Paul put some one of the bars of chocolate in his pocket. When the shop keeper returned, Paul paid for the milk. He ate the chocolate on his way home. Later Paul began thinking about something his parents had taught him.

· How do you think Paul felt? 

· What has Paul done wrong? 

· What can Paul do to get rid of this unhappy feeling?
Paul knows that he has done something wrong and wants to ask for forgiveness.   First Paul says sorry to God, takes some money out of his piggy bank, goes back to the shop, tells the shopkeeper he forgot to pay for the chocolate and would now like to pay for it.  
· How does Paul feel now?
2. Rebecca has been asked by her mum to look after her little brother Sam.  Mum wants to do her ironing and wants Rebecca to play with him in another room. Sam wants to play with his train set.  After a while, Rebecca gets bored and stops playing with Sam.  He starts to cry and Rebecca starts to shout at him. This makes Sam cry even louder and Mum comes into the room to find out why Sam is so upset.  Rebecca tells her mum that Sam is crying because he fell over and hurt his leg.  Mum is very concerned and starts to examine Sam’s leg but cannot find anything wrong with it.  Rebecca knows that she has done something wrong.  
· How do you think Rebecca felt? 

· What has Rebecca done wrong? 

· What can Rebecca do to get rid of this unhappy feeling?
Rebecca knows that she has done something wrong and wants to ask for forgiveness.  First Rebecca says sorry to God and explains to her mum that she was unkind to Sam and that made him cry.  She offers to play with Sam again so that mum can continue with her ironing safely.

· How does Rebecca feel now?
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Repentance Reminder
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Name___________________________      Date___________
                          Steps to Repentance

	4.


	3.


	2.


	1.



Cut out the four steps to repentance and stick them on the above steps in the correct order.
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Right the wrong
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Ask for forgiveness
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Try not to do the wrong again
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Feel sorry

Name__________________________

Ash Wednesday
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Ash Wednesday is the _____________ day of Lent.

You will be marked with a _____________ on your foreheads. 

The cross reminds us of _________________.

Jesus                  first                       cross
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Lenten Promise Sweets
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   Lenten Promise Jar
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Name____________________

Preparation for Easter
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We can give money to ______________.
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 We can try to say more_______________.
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We can give up eating _______________.

prayers              cake              charity 

Lent and Easter Workbook
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Name_______________________            Primary 1/2 
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            At the last supper Jesus took bread and wine and 



Jesus had to carry his



On Good Friday Jesus 



 On Easter Sunday Jesus



 Jesus told the disciples to throw the net out on the right side of the boat and 



         Thomas did not believe it was Jesus until he could

Easter Bonnets[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
Themes:


The Bible


Forgiveness and Reconciliation


Lent and Eastertide



































When I am afraid 


I will trust in God
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