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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God

RERC 1‐15a 
I can honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother. I can share why we honour her.

	I can participate in the setting up of a prayer space, in honour of Mary, in my classroom – especially during Advent and the months of May and October.
I can recognise images and icons of Mary in the Church and in school.
I have learned the words of the Hail Mary by heart and, through prayer and reflection, I am beginning to understand what it 
means.

I can participate in a simple liturgical procession honouring Mary.

	Class: Teacher explains to the class that the month of May has the liturgical colour of green and asks the children to help in dressing the class altar with a green cloth.  Teacher places a statue or a picture of Mary on the altar and explains to the children that the month of May is a special month of the year when we pray to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  Teacher leads the class in praying a Hail Mary around the May Altar and plays the hymn to Mary, Bring Flowers of the Rarest to the children. 
This is available on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLLaNrtToHk
Class: Children read and colour Bring Flowers of the Rarest  page of their
Bring Flowers of the Rarest Workbook.

Class: Teacher explains to the class that many artists have painted pictures of Mary.   Teacher shows the children paintings of Mary e.g. Our Lady of Lourdes and discusses how Mary is portrayed in the paintings.

Useful websites are http://www.olrl.org/pictures.shtml
                                http://www.iskandar.com/ourlady/pictures.html
Parish: If possible children should visit their local parish Church to view any images and icons of Mary.

Class: Children are given the opportunity to paint their own picture of Mary.
Class: Teacher teaches the hymn Bring Flowers of the Rarest to the class (words attached to planner).  Children read and colour From Garden and Woodland  page of their Bring Flowers of the Rarest Workbook.
Class: Teacher revises the words of the Hail Mary with the class and discusses the angel Gabriel telling Mary the good news that she was having a baby and that the baby was the Son of God.  What words did Gabriel say to Mary?  How did Mary feel?   What do you think she said?  Teacher gives each child a copy of the Hail Mary Worksheet and helps the children to read the words.   Why do we ask Mary to pray for us?   Teacher explains to the class that we ask Mary to pray for us because we have made bad choices called sins and also to help anybody who is very sick or in trouble.
Class: Children make a puzzle by cutting out the lines on The Hail Mary Puzzle Worksheet and then place the words of the prayer in the correct order.
Class: Teacher continues to teach the hymn Bring Flowers of the Rarest to the class.  Children read and colour Our Full Hearts are Swelling     page of their Bring Flowers of the Rarest Workbook.
Class: Teacher explains to the class that during the month of May there are always beautiful blossoms on the trees and in honour of Mary the petals are collected and put in baskets.  Sometimes there are May processions when people gather together and pray to Mary and sing hymns praising her for being the Mother of Jesus and our mother too.  At these processions, the petals are scattered on the ground making a beautiful carpet in her honour. 

Class: Children make tissue paper flowers to place around the May altar.   List of resources and instructions are attached to planner.
Class: Teacher continues to teach the hymn Bring Flowers of the Rarest to the class.  Children read and colour The Praise of the Loveliest Flower of the Vale page of their Bring Flowers of the Rarest Workbook.
Class: Children make baskets for a May procession. List of resources and instructions are attached to planner.  Children cut out petal shapes from pink and white tissue paper (template attached to planner).  Petals are placed in completed basket.
Class: Children sing the hymn Bring Flowers of the Rarest and read and colour the last two pages of their Bring Flowers of the Rarest Workbook.
Class: Children participate in a simple liturgical procession honouring Mary.  They will process singing Bring Flowers of the Rarest, scattering their petals as they walk.  This could be part of a school assembly or prayer service.

School/Parish: Children participate in school and parish services honouring Mary.
KEY VOCABULARY: Advent, May, October, icon of Mary, procession, Hail Mary

	Statue or  pictures of Mary

Green altar cloth
Bring Flowers of the Rarest Workbook

Art Materials
Internet
Paper 

Art Materials

Words of the hymn Bring flowers of the rarest
Hail Mary Worksheet

Art Materials

The Hail Mary Puzzle Worksheet
Scissors

Template of Flower
List of resources and instructions are attached to planner.
Template for Basket

List of resources and 

instructions are attached to planner.

Petal Template

Pink and white tissue paper
Baskets 

Petals
	Children know that May is a special month when we honour Mary.

Children can recognise images and icons of Mary.

Children know the words of the Hail Mary.
Children can participate in a simple liturgical procession honouring Mary.



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Revealed truth of God

RERC 1‐03a 
I am exploring God's relationship with others and I have reflected on how people's faith has helped them in difficult times.

	I have listened to the story of the Annunciation (Luke 1: 26‐38) and I can recognise from this story that God shows His loving presence in both happy and worrying times.
I know that God wants to share His love with everyone and I have listened to my teacher, head teacher and/or chaplain tell me something of God’s love for them and how this helps them in difficult times.
I can see signs of God’s love for me and for others, since He created us all as special and unique.
I can see God’s love for all of us in the beautiful natural world that he has created for us to enjoy and care for.
I have listened to the story of the call of Moses at The Burning Bush (Exodus 3) and I am learning that God wants to befriend us and wants us to respond.
	Class: Teacher tells the class that they are going to hear a very special story about Mary from God’s holy book called the bible.  Teacher reads the story of the Annunciation (Luke 1: 26‐38) and discusses the events of the story.  What was the angel called?   Who had sent the angel Gabriel to speak to Mary?   What message did he give Mary?  What was the baby to be called?  How did Mary feel about the news she was going to have a baby?   Did Mary say’ yes’ to God?   Who else was going to have a baby?  How did Elizabeth feel?  
Class: Children colour in Annunciation Worksheet (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher explains that in the story of the annunciation Mary was worried about having a baby because she was very young and was not married.  The angel Gabriel told Mary not to be afraid because God would help and support her.  Mary knew that God would not let her down and she was happy to say ‘yes’ to God.  Teacher discusses with the class happy times when they have said thank you to God e.g. the birth of a baby and worrying times when they have asked God to help someone e.g. a family member is having an operation.  Teacher explains to the children that God is always with us, when we are happy and when we are worried about something or feeling sad.

Class: Children complete God is Always with Us Worksheet (attached to planner).
Class: Teacher explains that God loves us very much and we are all very special to Him.  When God created us He made us all unique which means that no other person is exactly the same as ourselves.  Even brothers and sisters and twins who look very like each other are different in some ways.  Teacher discusses with the class how we are all different e.g. hair, eyes, height, personality, talents, etc.  
Class:  Teacher distributes mirrors and allows the children to study the physical features of their face and then discusses what they have discovered e.g. freckles, colour of eyes, curly hair. Children draw their face on I am Special to God Worksheet.

Class: Teacher asks the children to examine their fingers and explains that their fingerprint is one of a kind.  No one has a finger print exactly like theirs.  Each child is given the opportunity to make fingerprints on paper using paints or a washable stamp pad.  They will then look at the fingerprints using a magnifying glass and compare them with each other’s fingerprints.  Some may be similar but none are identical.
Class: Children are given paper and make a fingerprint to represent each member of their family and any pets.  The children then use felt pens to draw face, hair, arms, legs, clothing, etc.  
Class:  Teacher explains to the class that God loves us so much that he created a beautiful world for us to live in.  Teacher discusses with the children what God has created for us e.g. flowers, birds, trees.  Teacher explains to the class that God wants us toenjoy and care for all the wonderful things He has created for us and discusses with the children how we can do this e.g. not throwing litter, watering the plants, looking after pets.
Class: Teacher takes the class a walk around the school grounds looking out for examples of the natural world God has created for us.  Teacher takes photographs for a wall display in the classroom.   

Home: Children ask at home for photographs of themselves enjoying God’s natural world e.g. a visit to the beach and bring them into school to show their classmates.

Class: The National Geographic Kids Website has some great pictures and short videos.  Available at: http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
Class: Children complete God’s Wonderful World Worksheets 1 and 2 (attached to planner).
Class: Teacher reads to the class the story of the call of Moses at The Burning Bush (Exodus 3).  An abridged version with notes on the story is attached to the planner.  A cartoon video of the story suitable for children is available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOyINBBz1DE
Teacher explains to the class that God wanted to help Moses and his people escape from slavery in Egypt.   Moses was very frightened and did not think that he could do what God asked.  God promised Moses that his brother Aaron would join him.   Together they returned to Egypt where the Jews were slaves.
Class:  Teacher discusses with the class the burning bush in the story.  Where was the bush?  Why did the fire not spread?   Why did the branches not burn?  Who spoke to Moses?  What did God ask Moses to remove?   What did God ask Moses to do?  Why was Moses frightened?   How did God help Moses?  Did God keep his promise?
Class: Children make a picture of Moses and the burning bush (Moses and the Burning Bush Worksheet and Instructions attached to planner).
Class: Teacher explains to the class that, just as God helped Moses, God wants to speak to us and help us too.  Teacher discusses with the class times when they  have wanted God to help them e.g. when they are sick, frightened.   Just like Moses we must listen to God and do what he wants us to do.  Teacher discusses with the class what God might want them to do e.g. go to church, say prayers, be kind to others.
Class: Children complete God speaks to Us Worksheet (attached to planner).
KEY VOCABULARY: God’s love, Annunciation, special and unique, loving presence, call of Moses, The Burning Bush
* Pentecost is a movable feast so should be checked on the liturgical calendar. If the feast falls in May please refer to first lessons of the June Planner.

	Bible
Annunciation Worksheet
Art Materials
God is Always with Us Worksheet
Mirrors

I am Special to God Worksheet

Art Materials

Paint
Washable Stamp Pad

Paper

Magnifying Glasses

Felt Pens

Camera

Internet

God’s Wonderful World Worksheets 1 and 2
Bible

Abridged Version of Moses at the Burning Bush

Notes on the Above Story

Internet
Moses and the Burning Bush Worksheet
Instruction Sheet for Above Worksheet
God speaks to Us Worksheet
	Children show understanding of God’s love both in happy and worrying times.
Children show awareness that God created us all as special and unique.

Children can see God’s love for us in the beautiful natural world that he has created for us to enjoy and care for.
Children develop understanding that that God wants to befriend us and wants us to respond.



Bring Flowers of the Rarest
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    Name: ______________________              Primary 2
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Bring flowers of the rarest, bring blossoms the fairest.
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From garden and woodland and hillside and dale.
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Our full hearts are swelling our glad voices telling.
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The praise of the loveliest flower of the vale.
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O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May.
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O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May.


Name____________            Date____________

The Hail Mary
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Hail Mary, full of grace!
The Lord is with thee
Blessed art thou amongst women,
And blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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Hail Mary Puzzle

Flowers for May Altar
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You will need:
· Flower template printed on cardboard
· Pink and white tissue paper

· Scissors

· Glue

Instructions:

1. Cut out the templates.

2. Cut the tissue paper into small pieces.

3. Glue the cut tissue paper onto the cardboard templates.

Flower Templates
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Bring Flowers of the Rarest

Bring flowers of the rarest, bring blossoms the fairest, 
From garden and woodland and hillside and dale;
Our full hearts are swelling our glad voices telling
The praise of the loveliest flower of the vale.

O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May,
O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today,

Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May.
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Template for Basket
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May Procession Basket 
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You will need:
· Template printed on cardboard

· Art materials

· Glue 

· Scissors

· Ribbon

Instructions:

1. Colour each piece.

2. Cut out each piece.

3. Glue the semi circle to make a cone.

4. Attach handles made out of ribbon or paper.

5. Glue on the flowers to the outside of the basket.
Petal Templates
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Name__________________                                         Date____________
The Annunciation
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Name________________________        Date___________

God is Always with Us
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Draw a time when you felt happy.

Remember God always loves you.
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Draw a time when you felt sad.

Remember God always loves you.



Name________________________        Date___________

I Am Special to God
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Name________________________        Date___________

God’s Wonderful World 1




God loves me and he created

Name________________________        Date___________

God’s Wonderful World 2



God loves me and he created
The Story of Moses and the Burning Bush

From the Book of Exodus

Pharaoh found out that Moses had killed an Egyptian. His guards chased Moses into the desert, but they didn't find him. In the desert Moses met a wise man named Jethro, and Moses married one of Jethro's daughters. During the next 40 years, they raised their family in the desert. 

One day, Moses led Jethro's sheep to the far side of the desert, to Horeb, which was known as the mountain of God. There he saw something very strange. At the foot of the mountain, he saw a bush on fire. But the fire did not spread. And the bush did not get burned up by the fire. 

Then Moses heard a voice call him: "Moses, Moses!" 

"Here I am," Moses replied, with his shepherd's staff in his hand. 

"Don't come any closer," the voice continued. "Take off your sandals, for the ground on which you are now standing is holy ground. I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 

It really was God
When Moses heard the voice, he fell to his knees. He was afraid to look at the bush, which he knew was God. 

Then the Lord said, "I have seen how cruel the Egyptians have been to you and the other Hebrews, who are my chosen people. The time has come for me to rescue you from the Egyptians. 

"Therefore, I promise to bring you back to the land that I promised to Abraham and Isaac a long time ago. This is known as the promised land of Israel, which is a lovely land, with plenty of water for you to grow your crops. 

"So go now, Moses, and tell Pharaoh that you will be the one chosen by me to lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." 

God further instructed Moses that the Hebrews were to take with them gold, silver and clothing, which they should "receive" from their Egyptian neighbours. If the Israelites asked for these "gifts" from their Egyptian masters, and the gifts were received, the Israelites would know that the parting was done in good faith. Otherwise, the Israelites would always think of the Egyptians as their enslavers, and nothing more. God didn't want the Israelites to leave on bad terms. 

Making Excuses
Moses said, "Why have you chosen me? I'm not really that important. Certainly, I'm not important enough to tell Pharaoh he should let the Hebrews leave Egypt." 

God's answer was simple: "I will be with you." 

"But no one's going to believe that I speak for you," Moses protested. "How am I supposed to show the people who you are?" 

"Tell them the one who is called I AM has sent me to you," God said. "That is my name. Tell them that. Tell my people that the God who made them my people also chose you as my servant, my servant who will take them out of Egypt — away from being slaves to the Egyptians. Tell them I have sent you." 

But Moses was tough to convince. He still insisted that the people would never believe him. They would never believe he had actually talked to God. This made God a little frustrated. 

"The older people will believe you," God said. "To prove that I'm with you, first ask Pharaoh if you can take people on a journey into the desert for just three days. During that time, the people can worship me, as I have commanded them. When Pharaoh says no — and I'm pretty sure he will — then I can work miracles and strike down the Egyptians." 

"But what if they still don't listen to me?" Moses asked. 

With that, the Lord told Moses to throw his shepherd's staff to the ground, which he did, and God turned the staff into a snake. That scared Moses, so he ran away from it at first, but when he picked up the snake again, it turned back into his shepherd's staff. 

Moses was out of excuses, except for one. He confessed to God that he wasn't very good at public speaking: he said he couldn't do a good enough job of presenting the request to Pharaoh, so God solved that objection, too. 

"You can bring your brother, Aaron, and he can speak for you," God said. 

Pharaoh Turns Down Moses' Request
Now that Moses was out of excuses, he bowed his head and accepted his role as God's chosen one. Moses' brother joined him on the way to Egypt, after Moses had said good-bye to his family. 

They told Pharaoh directly, "The Lord, the God of Israel, says, you should let his people go, so they can worship him for three days in the desert." 

"Why should I obey this God?" Pharaoh questioned. "I don't even know this God, so no! I won't let the people of Israel go!" he decided. 

God told Moses to try again, which he did, but Pharaoh never agreed to let the Israelites go to the desert for three days to worship God. God's anger is the subject of another story: the ten plagues. 

Notes on the Story of Moses
Ever since the beginning of creation, God's people have grown farther away from God. With Adam and Eve, God spoke directly to them, but since that first sin, we have made God farther away from us and put other forces in between God and ourselves. 

Yet every time, God finds a way to reach us. This might be through a loved one, a special friend, a coach on your football team, or a book you read or a movie you see. With Moses, it was the burning bush that brought God right in Moses' face. And I do mean, in his face. 

The Jews didn't consider a man worthy to look directly at God. In fact, the Bible says no one can see God and live to tell about it (see Exodus 33:20). However, Jesus used the "I AM " name to describe himself (see John 8:58), and just think of all the real people who looked upon him. Even Mary, his mother, held him tenderly in her arms when he was a baby. 

The question for us is, how will we act when we come face-to-Face with God? Moses wanted proof, but he didn't really need this proof for himself. Remember, he fell to the ground by the bush before he asked for proof. Really, Moses just needed something he could take back with him, to prove to the people who didn't actually see the burning bush that it really was God who gave Moses these instructions. 

So, when God comes into our lives, into our hearts, up close and personal with us as his children, his perfect creation, his true people, will we say yes, as Moses eventually did? We have had stories and teachings over the past 2000 years to help us recognise what is Christlike in our lives and what is certain to be the work of the Evil One. Do we accept God's call and listen to the "bush" whenever he sets it on fire? Imagine, What are the "bushes" in your life? How does God set them on fire? Is it a friend who needs help with something in her life? A loved one who needs some special attention that only you could give? Or what? 

The story of the burning bush tells us that we should listen to God and do something about it. We should be able to say yes to God for whatever he calls on us to do. We should learn everything we can about him, so that we will recognise him when some "bush" is "on fire" right before our eyes. Take off your sandals. Realise that the ground on which you are now standing, because God's presence is in every place, is holy ground, and you are a holy person as one of his greatest creations.

Name____________________


Moses and the Burning Bush

Instructions for Moses and the Burning Bush Picture

You will need:
Photocopy of Moses and the Burning Bush Picture

Orange, red, yellow tissue paper
Scissors 

Glue
Colouring pens/pencils

1. Colour in Moses

2. Draw the branches of a bush

3. Cut out flame shapes from the tissue paper

4. Glue the flames onto the bush

Name________________________        Date___________

God Speaks to Us

God _______________ to Moses. 

Moses had to_______________ to God.
__________________ wants to speak to us.

We need to ________________ what God has to say to us.


listen                   hear                  spoke                   God[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
Themes:


1. May is the Month of Mary


2. God’s Love for Us


3. Moses and the Burning Bush
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