Memorial Prayer Service for Schools

This Memorial Service can be used in school led by the school Chaplain, SLT, a member of the RE Department or the Chaplaincy Team.  
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The Service could be used in the weeks after the student’s funeral and is more appropriate for smaller groups rather than a year group assembly.  The student’s family, friends, peers from school groups and wider class could be invited to attend the Service in the school Oratory.

There should be a display at the front of the Oratory with a cross, a large candle and a photograph of the student and       possibly some items specific to their life in the School. 

Consider who should say the readings and lead the prayers – family members, friends, teachers, Year group reps, Caritas students?

Tea/coffee should be available afterwards to give the family, friends, staff and pupils   a chance to chat and reflect on the Service.
Memorial Prayer Service for Schools
LEADER - Introduction:

We are gathered here together today to remember ……………… who we knew, loved and respected in our school community.  During this service we will hear words of comfort from scripture, share memories of ……… and have a chance to prayer for ………… and their family.    Welcome any family members who might be present.

LEADER - Opening prayer:

Tender and loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and the gift of knowing those whom we have lost.  We ask that your healing presence be with those who mourn …………….  We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.
First Reading:

A Reading from the First Letter of John 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him, therefore, it does not acknowledge us. 
My dear people, we are already the children of God, but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed. All we know is, that when it is revealed, we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he really is. Surely, everyone who has this hope must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ.

The Word of the Lord 




Thanks be to God

LEADER: Let us reflect on these words in the reading as we listen to our first piece of music.

Play a piece of reflective music – possibly special to the student
LEADER – Prayer

Give us, O Lord, your joy in our sadness, your light in our darkness.              Lord, grant us your love.
Gospel Reading:

A Reading from the Gospel of John Chapter 14

 “Do not be worried and upset,” Jesus told them. “Believe in God and believe also in me. There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not tell you this if it were not so.  And after I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to myself, so that you will be where I am. You know the way that leads to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; so how can we know the way to get there?” Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except by me. Now that you have known me,” he said to them, “you will know my Father also, and from now on you do know him and you have seen him.”

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

LEADER: Reflection

These words from scripture are a great comfort to us in our time of loss and sadness.  The first reading tells us that we are special, despite our flaws, we are the beloved children of God. In the Gospel we are clearly told of the promise of eternal life. We should have no doubt about this promise of eternal life with God in heaven.  What could be a more special image - that there are many rooms in God`s house and Jesus is going ahead to prepare a room for each of us - a room to which He will bring us back to.  The hope this promise gives to us strengthens us in our times of sadness, and we can trust that ………. has a room in God`s house, specially prepared for him/her.
 Now some personal reflection on the student.

LEADER: 
Let us say together   Eternal Rest...

LEADER – Prayer
Give us, O Lord, your joy in our sadness, your light in our darkness.              Lord, grant us your love.
Play a piece of reflective music.  At this point invite those present to light a tealight (on the altar or at a table near the front of the Oratory) 
LEADER – Prayers of the Faithful
Response: Lord, hear us.
1. We pray for all those we have loved who have died, especially ……………..   Give them the reward of their goodness. 
We pray to the Lord.  
R - Lord, hear us.
2. We pray for those who mourn the loss of ……………... Give them the comfort of your healing presence. 
We pray to the Lord. 


  R - Lord, hear us.
3. Those who have passed from this life have made an impact on our lives – let us thank God for their lives.  

We pray to the Lord.  


R - Lord, hear us.
4. For all of us present today; that we may draw inspiration and courage from all of the people who touch our lives so that we can live out the message of the Gospel. 
We pray to the Lord.  


R - Lord, hear us.
5. Let us complete our prayers as together we say – Our Father…
Any final words, thoughts, vote of thanks before the closing prayer
LEADER – Closing Prayer

God of love and mercy, stretch out your hand to comfort those who mourn at the death of a loved one and bring all those who have died into your kingdom of joy and happiness. We ask this through Christ our Lord, AMEN.

LEADER: Sign of the Cross
