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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Signs of God
RERC 1-10a

I have examined the role of the Holy Spirit in my life and in the lives of others.

Revealed Truth of God

RERC 1-04a

I can describe God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and I have reflected on how God can support me in my life. 

Reign of God

RERC 1-19a

I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the saints and I have reflected on how the stories of the saints can inspire me to live a more Christian life. 


	I recognise that the Holy Spirit helped Mary, the mother of Jesus and the saints to say “Yes” to God in their lives.

I recognise that the Holy Spirit helps me to say “Yes” to God in the choices I make in my life.

I know that the Holy Spirit helps me to pray and so to grow in relationship with God (see Romans 8:26-27)

I have listened to the Annunciation narrative (Luke 1:26-38), and I can recognise that Jesus is the Son of God and that he was born of Mary by the Holy Spirit. 

I know that a saint is a person who during their lifetime was moved by the Holy Spirit to say “Yes” to God in prayer and action and that, in the saints, we catch a glimpse of what God is like.
	* Pentecost is a movable feast so should be checked on the liturgical calendar. If the feast falls in June please continue with the following lessons.
PENTECOST  LESSONS 
Class: Teacher explains to the class that Jesus promised the disciples that the Hoy Spirit would come and help them when He was gone.  Pentecost happened 50 days after Easter Sunday or 50 days after Jesus rose from the dead.  Jesus had already gone back to Heaven so the disciples were waiting to receive the Holy Spirit because that's what Jesus told them would happen. Teacher reads the class the story of Pentecost (Act 2: 1-8) and discusses the story with them.  Where were the disciples?  What strange noise came from the sky?  What touched every person?  What were they filled with?  What could they do that they couldn’t do before?  Do you think they were glad to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

Class: Teacher explains to the class that although the disciples could not see the Holy Spirit, they felt Him around them.  They felt the wind blowing through the whole house and they saw the tongues of fire touching each person.  They also felt stronger and braver and were ready to go out and spread the good news about Jesus.  
Class: The children will make a windmill to place in the school garden as a reminder of the power of the Holy Spirit.  We cannot see the wind but we can see its power in the turning of the sails of the windmill (template and instruction sheet attached to planner).
Class: Teacher discusses with the class different ways of saying “Yes” such as yeah, nodding your head, why not, all right, etc.  Teacher explains to the class that Jesus was born because a very special woman said yes when God asked her to be the mother of his Son. Teacher reads the story of the Annunciation (Luke 1: 26-38) to the class and asks for someone to be the angel Gabriel and someone to be Mary.  Teacher reads the story again prompting Gabriel and Mary to dramatise the events.  Teacher discusses with the class the following questions:
What was the message the angel came to give Mary? 
How did Mary react? 
What words did Mary use to say yes?

Who did the angel Gabriel promise would come to Mary? 
What are some things Mary may have done to prepare for Jesus' birth? 
How did Elizabeth help prepare the way for Jesus? 
Teacher explains that the angel promised that the Holy spirit would come to help Mary and although we cannot see the Holy Spirit, we know that he is sent by God the Father to help us to make good choices.  The Holy Spirit helped Mary to say “Yes” to God when He asked her to be the mother of her son.
Class: Teacher discusses with the class times when it is easy to say yes e.g. when you are offered sweets, when you are asked to a party and times when it is difficult to say yes e.g. when you have to go to bed, when you are asked to tidy up your room.  We often have to make choices and sometimes we do not know what to do and have to think about it very carefully.  Just like the disciples, the Holy Spirit can help us to say “Yes” to God by making good choices every day.  Teacher explains to the class how to play the Good choices/Bad Choices Game which can be played outside or in the gym hall:
Teacher places happy face and frowning face (attached to planner), fastened onto wall or large cones, at opposite sides of the room.  
Teacher reads out statement about choices (attached to planner) to the lass and they have to decide if it is a good choice or a bad choice and run to the appropriate face. 

You can divide the class into teams and the first child to reach the correct face scores one point.
Class: Teacher explains to the class tat as well as helping us to make good choices, the Holy Spirit also helps us to pray and become closer to God.   The Holy Spirit knows what is in our heart and what we want to say to God Our Father when we pray.  The Holy Spirit knows how we really feel and God our Father accepts what He expresses as if they are our own prayers.  Teacher teaches the children the hymn Walk in the Light (lyrics attached to planner). 
Class: Teacher gathers the class abound the class altar for a prayer time thanking the Holy Spirit for helping us to pray and so to grow closer to God.

Class: Teacher asks the children for the names of any saints that they know and then asks them if they know what a saint is.  Teacher then explains that a saint is a very special person who said “Yes” to God because God was the most important thing in their lives.  The saints were given courage and help by the Holy Spirit to make good choices.  Teacher reminds the children about the Annunciation and how Mary was helped by the Holy Spirit to say “Yes” to becoming the mother of God’s son.  Teacher then reads them the story of the lives of some saints and how these saints became more like God and are an example of how we should live our lives too.
A short film showing the lives of Saint John Bosco, Mary and Saint Paul is available at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7YNa0JYqro
Class: Children paint a picture of one of their favourite saints to be displayed around the class altar.
Key Vocabulary – Holy Spirit, Mary, Mother of Jesus, saints, saying “Yes” to God, choices, pray, relationship with God, Sign of the Cross, Glory Be, Son of God, born of Mary, power of the Holy Spirit, Saints, action. 


	Bible

Template of Windmill

Instruction Sheet of How to Make a Windmill 

Bible

Happy Face Card

Frowning Face Card

Statements for Good Choices/Bad Choice Game

Lyrics for Walk in the Light

Books about Saints

Internet

Paper

Paints
	Children will know that at Pentecost the disciples received the Holy Spirit.
Children develop understanding that the Holy Spirit helps them to pray and so to grow in relationship with God.
Children develop understanding that a saint is a person who during their lifetime was moved by the Holy Spirit to say “Yes” to God in prayer and action.


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Son of God

RERC 1-06b

I have examined the role of Jesus as a teacher and a healer and I have reflected on how His words and actions influence my own life and the life of others. 


	I know that Jesus was a teacher to his friends and followers and that:

· He explained, when asked, “Who is the greatest?” (Luke 9:46-48)

· He blesses children and those like them (Mark 10:13-16)


	Class:  Teacher discusses with the class if they enjoy learning new things, e.g. sums, spelling, football, tennis, dancing, baking and how someone has to teach them how to learn these new skills.  Teacher explains to the class that Jesus was a great teacher and Jesus taught people everywhere he met them.   He taught them at the seashore and on boats.  He taught them in homes and when travelling.  He walked from place to place, teaching people.  As a Great Teacher, He knew how to make things interesting to people.   He would explain difficult things in ways that made them easy to understand.   He spoke about birds and flowers and other ordinary things to help people understand God.  Even though Jesus was a very wise and important man, Jesus always had time to teach little children.   One day the disciples were arguing about which one of them was the most important.  Teacher reads from the bible Luke9: 46-48 to the class and explains that Jesus knew what the disciples were thinking.   Jesus told them to stop competing with each and to be more like children who understand God and have complete trust in Him.     

Class: Children complete Jesus and the Disciples worksheet (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher explains that one day Jesus was speaking to a crowd of people and teaching them about God our Father.  Some mums and dads had heard that Jesus was near and knew that He had done wonderful things.   They brought their children to meet Jesus.  Ask the children to listen carefully as you read Mark 10: 13-16 from the bible.  Teacher discusses with the class how Jesus reacted.  Why did the disciples scold the people?  Why was Jesus angry with the disciples?   What did Jesus say belonged to the children?  Can you remember why Jesus wanted the disciples to be more like children?  How do you think the children felt when Jesus blessed them?
Class:  Children perform the play Jesus and the Little Children (play script attached to planner).

Class: Children complete Jesus and the Little Children worksheet (attached to planner) by completing the sentence with – because the Kingdom of God belongs to them.
Key Vocabulary: teacher, bless
	Bible

Jesus and the Disciples worksheet

Bible

Jesus and the Little Children  Play Script

Jesus and the Little Children Worksheet

	Children know that Jesus was a teacher to his friends and followers.


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 1-24a

I have considered ways in which the Catholic Christian community works together to show care for the world and for the needs of all people. I have reflected on the implications of this for my life and that of others.

Signs of God

RERC 1-08a

I know that through the Community of the Church, people can experience God’s love and care and I have reflected on how this community celebrates together. 


	I have explored the concept of belonging and can name some of the groups to which I belong, family, schools, clubs etc.

I know my local parish is a community of the Catholic Church and I know the name of my parish and my parish priest. 

I know that God invites me to be part of his family and to show love by helping all people in any way I can.

I recognise that we are all members of God’s family and, just as we celebrate special events with our families, we gather to celebrate special occasions with our Parish family, e.g. Sunday Mass, baptisms, weddings, and funerals.


	Class: Teacher explains to the class that we all belong to a family, we all belong to a school, we all belong to a class and in class we all belong to a group.  Teacher discusses with class what it means to belong to a group.  Your family all have the same surname and live in the same house.  You all wear the same uniform at school and work in the same building.  You all work in this classroom and share books, games, etc.  Your group all sit together and share crayons and pencils.  Teacher discusses all the different groups the children belong to e.g. family, school, gymnastics, swimming, football, dancing.  Children participate in a pair and share activity.  They are asked to work with their shoulder partner to find out what clubs they belong to.  They then have to share this information with the rest of the class.  
Class: Teacher explains to the class that they all belong to the community of the Catholic Church.  Teacher discusses the name of their local parish and the name of their parish priest.  Teacher explains that ever Sunday and on special feast days, all the people who belong to the parish gather together and celebrate Holy Mass.

Parish: If possible the children should be taken to visit their parish church and to meet their parish priest and/or their parish priest could visit the children in class.  The teacher could display their parish website showing the children images of the church and members of the parish community.
Home: The children will take home My Parish worksheet (attached to planner) to be completed as part of their homework.
Class: Teacher explains that God invites us to be part of his family and all the people who belong to God’s family show love by helping each other.   Teacher discusses with the class the different ways in which we can show love for each other at home, at school, with our friends, etc.
Class: Children complete God’s Family worksheet (attached to planner).

Class: Children make a collage image of themselves. These images could be joined together and displayed in class with the heading We All Belong to God’s Family (attached to planner).

Class: Teacher discusses with the class special events that the children celebrate with their families e.g. birthdays, Christmas, Easter, weddings.  Teacher explains that members of God’s family also celebrate special events together with their Parish family.  Teacher discusses Sunday Mass, weddings, baptisms, funerals, etc with the children.  Teacher explains that at special occasions, the church is often decorated with flowers, special music is played, the choir sings and the priest wears special vestments.  When we meet with our parish family at these special events, we wear our best clothes and are happy to be part of the celebration. 
Home: Children are asked to bring in any photographs they have at home of a special event they have celebrated at church and  will share their memories of the special event with their classmates
Key Vocabulary – local parish, community, Catholic Church, parish  priest,
family, celebrate, priest, God’s family, gather, special occasions, Sunday Mass


	Internet

My Parish Worksheet

God’s Family Worksheet

Child Template

Collage Materials

Glue

	Children know the name of their parish and parish priest.

Children develop understanding that they are invited to be part of God’s family.

Children will know that we gather to celebrate special occasions with our Parish family.


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Word of God 
RERC 1-11a
I can share some Bible stories and I can explore how God speaks to us through these stories. I have reflected on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life. 


	I understand that, at Mass, we can hear and respond to the Word of God.

I am able to make the following responses to the Word of God at mass: Thanks be to God; Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

I can hear and recount two of more of the following narratives from the Bible about people who listened to God’s word and responded to it:
·  The mission of Moses (Exodus 3)

	Class: Teacher explains to the class that when we celebrate Mass we listen to the Word of God. The priest reads to us stories from the bible and at the end of the reading says, “The Word of the Lord” and we respond by saying, “Thanks be to God.”  Children practice this response.   The priest reads a special reading called the Gospel and at the end of the Gospel says, “The Gospel of the Lord” and we respond by saying, “Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.” Children practice this response.   
Class: Children complete Thanks be to God worksheet and Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ worksheet (both attached to planner). 
Class: Children should be taken to Mass to participate in the responses to the Word of God.

Class: Teacher explains to the children that in the bible there are wonderful stories about a man called Moses.  God spoke to Moses and he listened to the word of God and responded to it.  One day Moses was out in a field taking care of the sheep and goats of his father-in-law, Jethro. He led the sheep out into the wilderness near a mountain called Sinai. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared to him as a flame from the middle of a bush.  The most amazing thing was that the bush was on fire, but it was not burning up.  Teacher reads to the class Exodus 3: 3-15 and discusses the story with the children.  What was strange about the bush that Moses saw in the mountain?  Why do you suppose God chose a burning bush as a way to speak to Moses?   How did Moses react to God's request?   How was God going to help Moses deliver His message? 
 Who was Moses to say sent him?  Teacher reiterates that Moses listened to God’s word and responded to it.
Class: Children make a picture of Moses and the burning bush using templates (attached to planner) and tissue paper (instructions attached to planner).
Key Vocabulary – Bible, Word of God, Mass, Thanks be to God, Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
	The Order of Mass

Thanks be to God Worksheet
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ worksheet
Bible

Moses and the Burning Bush Templates and Instruction Sheet 


	Children will know the responses to the Word of God at Mass.

Children know that Moses listened to God’s word and responded to it.



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 1-22a

I have explored the call to forgiveness and reconciliation and have reflected on how this can restore my relationship with God and others. I can put this understanding into practice in my relationship with God and others. 


	I can recall from the other strands of faith (Revealed Truth of God P2 1-03a, Signs of God P2 1-10a and Image of God P2 1-02a) to help me to explore:

· What sin is

· Repentance

· The call to forgiveness and reconciliation

· The affect these all have on my relationship with God, myself and others. 
	Class: Teacher plays the Good Choice /Bad Choices game with the class (see June planner Revealed Truth of God).  
Class: Teacher explains that sometimes we do not make good choices and when we do this we turn away from loving God and loving others.  We call these actions sins and we have all, at some time in our lives, committed sins.  Teacher discusses with the class times when they have made bad choices and turned away from loving God.  What did you do? How did you feel?  How did the other person feel?  Did you say sorry?  Did you feel better after saying sorry?  Teacher shows the children a clear plastic carrier bag and starts to put heavy objects into it pretending they are sins e.g. telling lies.  Teacher asks the children to lift the bag of sins up but they can’t or have difficulty because it is too heavy.  Teacher explains to the children that when we sin, we carry the weight of those sins around with us.  God loves us very much and allows us to get rid of the weight of our sins any time we want.  Teacher explains to the children that when we pray to God and tell Him we are sorry for our sins, he always forgives us.
Teacher leads a prayer time asking God to forgive any sins we have committed.  Teacher takes the heavy weights, representing sins, out of the bag and lets the children feel how light the bag is now. 
Class: Teacher explains to the class the call to forgiveness and reconciliation:
· Forgiveness is one person’s response

· in the face of injustice or hatred. 
· Reconciliation occurs when two persons can come together in mutual respect.

· When reconciliation occurs, it is always a sign ofGod’s presence and activity.

· God always shows mercy and forgives us no matter what we have done.

· We are to forgive and show mercy just as God forgives us.

Teacher allows the children to explore the meaning of forgiveness and reconciliation through participating in role play.  The children will learn from both participating and watching.  The teacher will guide the children in recognising the occurrence of forgiveness and reconciliation.  
Some situations which focus on the concept of forgiveness and reconciliation:
· One child confesses to another child that he told a lie of some kind and he asks for forgiveness.  The other child forgives him and they are friends again.
· Two children are playing with another friend’s toy and they drop the toy and break it. They want to tell their friend they are sorry but are frightened that she will be angry.  They decide to tell her that they are sorry and that it had happened accidentally.   Their friend forgives them and tells them not to worry about it. 
· One boy is playing a game and he loses his temper when he doesn't win. He apologises to the other students playing the game and they forgive him. (This is a good one for shy students because it is a group of children who are playing the game, so they wouldn't have a very large role).
Key Vocabulary – sin, call to forgiveness, reconciliation, repentance.


	Clear Plastic Bag

Heavy Items
	Children develop understanding of what sin is.
Children will develop understanding of the importance of forgiveness and reconciliation.
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Windmill Template 

How to Make a Windmill 
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You will need:
· Windmill Template 
· Colouring pens 

· Scissors 

· A paper fastener 

· Thin  garden cane
· Strong glue or sticky tape
What to do: (assistance from an adult will be needed)
1. Print the windmill template on coloured paper

2. Cut it out along the dotted lines. 

3. Decorate it with colourful patterns. 

4. Make five holes, as shown on the template. 

5. Fold towards the centre and push a paper fastener through all five holes. 

6. Attach to a garden cane.
7. Place windmill in the school garden to catch the wind. 

Statements for Good choices/Bad Choices Game
1.  Pick up litter.

2. Tell your mum or dad that you love them.

3. Take your classmates pencil without telling them.

4.  Work hard in class.

5.   Be friendly to a new boy or girl who has joined your class.

6.  Have a tantrum when your mum won’t buy you a new toy.

7.  Take a bar of chocolate that does not belong to you.

8.  Say thank you when someone gives you a present.

9.  Don’t go to bed when you are asked.

10.  Play nicely with your younger brothers or sisters. 

11.  Help to tidy up after your dinner

12.  Hold a door open for someone.

13.  Shout at your brother or sister for making a mistake in a game.

14.  Watch television instead of doing your homework.

15.  Tell someone they have dropped something.

16.  Hide your sister’s favourite toy.

Walk in the Light
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The Spirit lives to set us free, 
Walk, walk in the light.
He binds us all in unity, 
Walk, walk in the light.  
                                  
Walk in the light,
Walk in the light,
Walk in the light,
Walk in the light of the Lord.
Jesus promised life to all, 
Walk, walk in the light.
The dead were wakened by his call, 
Walk, walk in the light.

He died in pain on Calvary, 
Walk, walk in the light.
To save the lost like you and me, 
Walk, walk in the light.

We know his death was not the end, 
Walk, walk in the light.
He gave his Spirit to be our friend, 
Walk, walk in the light.

The Spirit lives in you and me,                                                                                                                     Walk, walk in the light; 
His light will shine for all to see, 
Walk, walk in the light.

[image: image9.png]




[image: image10.jpg]




Name__________________________            Date____________
Jesus and the Little Children
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Let the children come to me because

Name_____________________________           Date___________
Jesus and the Disciples
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The disciples wanted to know which one of them was the 
_____________________________.


Jesus told the disciples to understand God you have to be like _____________________.
greatest           children
Play Script of Jesus and the Little Children

Child 1: I want to see Jesus

Child 2: Yes I do too.  Let’s go together.

All the children: Yes lets.

       They go over to the disciples.
Disciple 1: You can’t talk to Jesus. You are too little to understand.

Child 1: Please let us see Jesus.

Disciple 2: You can’t talk to Jesus. You aren’t important.

Child 2: Please let us see Jesus.

Disciple 1: You can’t talk to Jesus. He only talks to adults.
All the children: Please let us see Jesus.
Jesus (talking to the disciples): What is the problem?
Disciple 1: These children want to talk to you, but they are too little to understand.

Disciple 2: They aren’t important people.

Disciple 1: They aren’t adults.
Jesus: Let all the children come to me, and don’t stop them. The Kingdom of God belongs to them. To really understand God you have to be like these children.

Template of a Child



Name_____________________________     Date______________

Our Parish

In school, the children have been talking about their parish and parish priest.  Please help them to complete this worksheet with the relevant information and draw a picture of their parish church and parish priest.
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My parish is called_____________________________. 
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                                               My parish priest is called

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______            __            __________________

__            ___                    __________________.

Name_____________________________                               Date______________

God’s Family
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Name_________________________________                     Date______________ 
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Name_________________________________                     Date______________ 
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Moses and the Burning Bush
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You will need:

· Sheets of white paper

· Sheets of green paper with hill outline marked

· Photocopied templates of Moses, the bush and flames
· Red, orange and yellow tissue paper for flames

· Colouring pens

· Glue 

· Scissors

Instructions:
· Cut out hill outline and glue on white paper

· Cut out and colour Moses and the bush

· Glue Moses and cut round the bush onto white paper

· Cut out flames from red, orange and yellow tissues paper

· Glue flames onto bush

Templates of Moses and the Bush[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
Themes:


1. Pentecost


2. Catholic Christian Community


3. Forgiveness and Reconciliation
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