Month/Season: June 

                
  Class: Primary 4 





Level: First
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	SIGNS OF GOD

RERC 1-08a

I know that through the Community of the Church, people can experience God's love and care and I have reflected on how this community celebrates together.
Word of God
RERC 1-11a

I can share some Bible stories and I can explore how God speaks to us through these stories. I have reflected on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life.
	I know that the Pope is the successor of Peter and the Pastor (shepherd) of the whole Catholic Church.

I know that ‘Pope’ means ‘father’ and that part of the Pope’s fatherly care is to make pastoral visits to different countries around the world.

I can recognise how Saints listened to God’s Word and responded to it and, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, witnessed to God in their lives: e.g.

St Ignatius of Loyola ‐ a soldier, read the Bible and the Lives of the Saints and gave up soldiering to found a religious order.


	Class – Ask the children who The Pope is. Ask them what they know about our present day Pope. What do you think the word ‘Pope’ means (Latin for Papa meaning father). Explain that the Pope has many names. Ask the children if they can think of any others. Use the PowerPoint ‘Who is the Pope?’  This is in the June RERC P4 Folder. 
Children should complete the ‘The Pope’ worksheet attached to the planner. 

ICT – The children should use ICT to complete research on the current Pope. A note taking sheet with the instructions for this task is attached to the planner.
KEY VOCABULARY: Pope, successor of Peter, pastor, shepherd, father, pastoral visits, community of the Church.

Class – Show the children the image of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Ignatius_of_Loyola_(militant).jpg
 Give each child an image of Saint Ignatius attached to the planner. Ask them to write five words that come to mind when they look at the image around the picture in their jotter (first impressions). Ask them then to discuss why they chose those words with their partner. Teacher should ask for some examples across the class. 
Use the Power Point – The Life of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. This is in the June RERC P4 folder. *NB The teacher will read the story of the life of Saint Ignatius from the Power Point. There is sound attached to this Presentation. 
Ask the children to write down what they can learn from the life of Saint Ignatius. Then they should write a short prayer of intercession to him and decorate it appropriately.  

	Internet Access
Who is the Pope? Power Point Presentation attached to planner

The Pope worksheet attached to planner

Pope Research worksheet attached to planner
Presentation on the Life of St Ignatius from June RERC P4 folder. 

 Pictures of St Ignatius attached to the planner.
RERC Jotters.

	The children will understand who the Pope is and what some of his duties and responsibilities are. 

Children can recall facts about Saint Ignatius.


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God

RERC 1-18a

I know some of the signs and symbols related to Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding to help me explore the
themes of these celebrations.

Reign of God
RERC 1-20a

I know that I have been called by God to grow in love, justice and peace in my relationships with others.
 RERC 1-23a Reign of God

I know that God has given me the freedom to make choices about the way I live my life. I have

reflected on how the decisions of my conscience affect my relationships with God and others.
GLP
HWB 1-02a

I know that we all experience a variety of

thoughts and emotions that affect how we

feel and behave and I am learning ways of

managing them

HWB 1-04a

I understand that my feelings and reactions

can change depending upon what is

happening within and around me. This helps

me to understand my own behaviour and the

way others behave.

HWB 1-49a

I am learning about respect for my body and

what behaviour is right and wrong. I know

who I should talk to if I am worried about

this.
RERC 1-21a

I have explored the implications of Jesus' command to love God and love my neighbour.

	I know that the liturgical colours used by the Church are red for Pentecost. 

I have participated with me class in dressing the altar with this colour. 

Through prayerful reflection on the Pentecost story (Acts 2: 1‐4), I know that two of its central symbols are wind and fire, which symbolise the presence of the Holy

Spirit.
I know God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and I recognise that there are three persons in one God and that this is called the Mystery of the Holy Trinity.

I am growing in my ability to be caring and to act fairly, when living, working and playing with others.
I know that God has given me a conscience to inform my actions and choices and I am learning to

examine my conscience.

I recognise that I can inform my conscience by reflecting prayerfully on the implications of Jesus’

command to love God and neighbour.

I understand that I need to reflect daily on my actions and attitudes in the light of Gospel values.
I know that the sacraments I have celebrated strengthen me to respond to God’s call to love and act justly.
I have been given opportunities to reflect prayerfully on Jesus’ two commandments to love God and my neighbour (Matthew 22: 34‐40) and I know that Jesus tells us that love of God is the greatest of these commandments.
I know that when I pray daily I am expressing my love for God.

I know that I can show love for others by praying for them, by doing acts of kindness and by respecting them.

	KEY VOCABULARY: Holy Spirit, Saints give witness to God, God’s Word, Bible
* Pentecost is a movable feast so should be checked on the liturgical calendar. If the feast falls in June please continue with the following lessons.
PENTECOST  LESSONS 

Class: Teacher explains to the class that when we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, we are celebrating the disciples of Jesus receiving the Holy Spirit.   Pentecost happened 50 days after Easter Sunday or 50 days after Jesus rose from the dead.  The liturgical colour for Pentecost is red and on Pentecost Sunday the priest wears red vestments.  Teacher shows the children an image of red vestments and altar (attached to planner).  Children dress the class altar in red.

Class – Read from the Bible Acts 2:1-4. Discuss the passage. Ask the children the following:

What had happened just before Pentecost? Why do you think they were scared? In what two ways did the Holy Spirit show itself? What do you think it meant that they could ‘speak in other tongues’? Why was this important especially because of the plans that Jesus had for them?
Children should complete the attached worksheet ‘The Spirit Comes’. 

Class: Teacher explains to the children that the original Hebrew and Greek words for “Spirit” can be translated as “wind.” The wind that appeared on Pentecost reminds us of the wind that blew over the waters at the beginning of Creation. The wind calls our attention to the Holy Spirit breathing life into the Church.  Teacher explains to the children that they are going to make a wind sock which s a type of kite.  Sometimes you see windsocks on the end of a pole outside house where thy blow in the wind.  Windsocks are used at airports to show which way the wind is blowing to help pilots to take off and land safely. Windsocks are also used to help predict the weather and they are also used to help guide to Space Shuttle pilots to a safe landing upon their return from space.

Teacher explains that no one can see the wind, but we know the wind is there because the windsock shows us that it is there. The wind is very important to us. What are some of the ways that the wind helps us?

It helps to cool us off when we get too hot.                                                It helps to clean the air we breathe of smoke and smog.                            It can be converted to electrical power to light our homes.                        It can dry our clothes on the washing line.
Class: Children make a windsock to hang up in the school playground/garden (instruction sheet attached to planner).
Class: Teacher explains to the children that the tongues of fire that appeared above the heads of the apostles symbolises the transforming energy of the Holy Spirit’s actions.   The apostles were now filled with courage and were ready to go out and spread the good news. The word tongue is used to describe the individual flames and also signifies languages. The apostles were now empowered to speak in other tongues or languages.  


Class: Children make a tongue of fire using tissue paper (template attached to planner). Children use red, yellow and orange tissue paper glued onto a copy of the template to create collage tongues of fire.
KEY VOCABULARY: Pentecost, apostles, courage, three persons in one God, Trinity, 

Class: Teacher asks the class to think up as many names and titles they have in their everyday life.  For example, at school, they are pupils; at home they are sons, daughters, brothers and sisters; at the doctor, they are patients and at the shop, they are customers.  They may also be friends, writers, readers, artists, dancers, singers, magicians, gardeners or many other roles.  They may go by various nicknames with different people.  Nevertheless, they are still the same person regardless of what role they are filling at any given time.  Explain that God has many jobs to do and we use the terms "God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit."  We recognise that there are three persons in one God and that this is called the Mystery of the Holy Trinity.
Class:Teacher explains to the class that they are going to make a book mark to remind themselves of the Mystery of the Holy Trinity.   They will need three different colours of ribbon or thick wool.  Each colour will represent each of the three persons in the Holy Trinity.  The ribbon or wool should be knotted at the top before the children plait the three colours.  Teacher points out that although the three separate strands have become one, you can still clearly distinguish the three different colours. When completed, the ends are tied and the children will now have a book mark to remind them oneness of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

KEY VOCABULARY: Pentecost, apostles, courage, three persons in one God, Trinity, 

Class: Teacher reminds the children that we have been called by God to grow in love with each other.  This means that we must show care for everyone and to always act fairly when living, working and playing with others.  Teacher distributes copies of the story of Cinderella (attached to planner) and asks the children to read it.  Teacher discusses the story with the children and asks them to consider if Cinderella was treated fairly by her stepmother and stepsisters and give reasons for their answers.   Children are asked to write a letter to Cinderella’s stepmother asking her to consider treating Cinderella more fairly.  Completed letters are read out to the class.
Class: Divide the class into pairs, preferably with someone they don’t normally play with.  Children should ask each other questions about, hobbies, games, favourite foods, films etc.  Each child is given the opportunity to introduce their partner to the class and share something positive about them.  After this activity, the teacher explains that these positive comments are called compliments.  Teacher asks the class the following questions:
· Do you like getting compliments?

· Should we give compliments when we can?  Why?

· Is giving compliments a way of being fair? Can you explain? 

Class: Teacher explains to the children that sometimes we say or do things that are unfair, we often do this because someone has made us angry or hurt our feelings.  Perhaps they have pushed us or called us a name.  Allow children to discuss in a group /class times when they acted unfairly as a result of being angry or hurt.  Teacher explains that to remind ourselves that we should treat each other fairly, we are going to make up rights and responsibilities’ for everyone in our class.
· Rights are rules that make sure you are treated fairly
· Responsibilities are rules that make sure you are treat others fairly.
Some examples of Rights:

· You have the right to ask others to keep their hand to themselves

· You have the right to your own place in the line

· You have the right to ask others to say only nice things to you

Some examples of Responsibilities:

· You have the responsibility to keep your hands to yourself

· You have the responsibility to stay in your place in the line

· You have the responsibility to say only nice things to others

Children are divided into active learning groups to design a poster containing four rights and four responsibilities that will ensure that everyone in the class is treated fairly.  Children present their poster to the other groups. 
Class: Teacher explains to the class that that to keep our bodies strong and healthy we must eat the correct food, this is called a healthy diet.   God Our Father has given us the Sacraments to strengthen us and to help us to respond to God’s call to love and act justly.  Teacher discusses the sacraments that the children have received so far:
Baptism: The Sacrament of Baptism is often called "The door of the Church," because it is the first of the seven sacraments . It is the first of the three Sacraments of Initiation, the other two being the Sacrament of Confirmation and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Once baptised, a person becomes a member of the Church.  Traditionally, the rite of baptism was held outside the doors of the main part of the church, to signify this fact.  During the Sacrament of Baptism, the priest makes the Sign of the Cross on the child’s head.   The priest then pours waters on the child’s head.  Water is a sign of washing and cleansing.   In Baptism it is a sign of being washed free of sin and beginning a new life with God.
Reconciliation: The Sacrament of Reconciliation gives us the opportunity to review our lives since our last confession, searching our thoughts, words and actions for that which did not conform to God’s command to love Him and one another.  We seek healing and forgiveness through repentance and a resolve to sin no more
Confirmation: The Sacrament of Confirmation confers special graces of the Holy Spirit upon the person being confirmed; just as such graces were granted to the Apostles on Pentecost.  It gives us the special strength of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit and helps us to spread and defend the faith by our words and actions as true witnesses of Christ.

Holy Communion: The Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist allows us, during Holy Mass, to receive the consecrated bread and drink the consecrated wine, the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  Receiving Holy Communion brings us graces that affect us both spiritually and physically.   Holy Communion increases our love for God and for our neighbour, which we express in our actions, making us more like Christ.
Home: Children complete My Journey of Faith worksheet (attached to planner).
KEY VOCABULARY: Respond to God’s call, love, act justly
Class: Teacher reads to the class from the bible (Matthew 22: 34‐40) and discusses with the class the two commandments to love God and your neighbour.  Which commandment did Jesus tell us was the greatest commandment of all?  How are we to love God?  What is your heart?  What is your soul?  What is your mind? Who else did Jesus say we had to love?   Who is your neighbour? How are you to love your neighbour?
Teacher asks the children to close their eyes and to think of times when they did not love their neighbour and to ask God for his forgiveness.  Teacher leads the class in an Act of Sorrow.

Class: Children complete Love thy Neighbour worksheet (attached to planner).
Class: Teacher explains to the children that when we pray we are expressing our love for God and for each other.  We can show our love for others by praying for them, especially if they are sick, lonely, going on a journey etc.  When we pray to Our Lady, we ask Mary to intercede for us. Mary takes our prayers and special intentions to Jesus.  Teacher leads the children in praying the rosary for their family and friends.
Class: Teacher explains to the class that we can also show love for others by doing acts of kindness for them and by respecting them.   Teacher discusses with the children what an act of kindness is and the meaning of showing respect to someone.   Teacher divides the class into active learning groups and gives each group a table to complete. The Showing God’s Love worksheet is attached to the planner and asks the group to identify times when they performed an act of kindness and times when they showed respect.
KEY VOCABULARY: God’s Commandment, love God, love my neighbour, the example of Jesus, Greatest Commandment.
	Red Altar Cloth

Bible

Image of Pentecost Vestments and Altar 

Bibles

The Spirit Comes 

Worksheet

Instruction Sheet -     

How to Make  a Windsock

A5 Paper/Cardboard
Art Materials

Glue/Sellotape

String/Cord

Paper Punch

Tissue Paper

Template of Tongue

of Fire

Red, Yellow and orange Tissue Paper

Glue 

Scissors

Coloured Ribbon or Heavy Wool

Scissors

Copies of the Story of Cinderella

Writing Jotters/Paper

GLP
Discussing importance of on-line safety for children

www.cybersmart.gov.au/Kids.aspx

Diocese of Motherwell exemplars

www.rcdomeducation.org.uk/p4-life-of-jesus.html

www.rcdomeducation.org.uk/p4-living-the-word-of-god.html

www.rcdomeducation.org.uk/p4-sunday.html

Bounceback: Unit 2 - Bouncing back; Unit 5 - Emotions

Discussion of choices made by characters in fiction:

• Why does the character feel/behave/answer this way?

• What is making her/him feel/behave like this?

• How might the character feel/behave after . . .?
A3 Paper

My Journey of Faith Worksheet

Bible

Love thy Neighbour Worksheet
Rosary Beads

Showing God’s Love Worksheet


	Children know that the liturgical colour for Pentecost is red.

Children know the two central symbols of the Pentecost Story are wind and fire.

Children recognise that there are three persons in one God and that this is called the Mystery of the Holy Trinity.

Children will develop a better understanding of how to act fairly.
Children will know that the sacraments help them to respond to God’s call to love and act justly.
Children develop understanding of of Jesus' command to love God and love our neighbour.
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Jesus told Peter, 

I give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you allow on earth will be allowed in heaven. 
Whatever you do not allow on earth will not be allowed in heaven. (See Matthew 16:19.)

With those words, Jesus made Peter the leader of the Church, and Peter became our first pope. That power was passed down from Peter to the next pope to the next pope and so on, all the way to Pope Benedict XVI.
Every pope has three main jobs: 
• He teaches us by writing and preaching about Jesus. 
• He governs, or leads, us with the power handed down to him from St. Peter. 
• He sanctifies us, or helps make us holy, through prayer and the sacraments. 
Although the pope has just three primary jobs, he has many names, or titles. Fill in the missing vowels to find just five of his many titles. Copy and complete these sentences neatly in to your RERC jotter. 
To show that the pope is the spiritual father of all Catholics, he is called the
H____LY     F____TH____R.
To show that he is the head of a very special diocese, he is called the 
B____SH____P       ____F       R____M____. 
To show that he represents Jesus on earth, he is called the
V____C____R    ____F     J____S____S    CHR____ST.
To show that he is the head of the Church, he is called the 
S___PR____M___       P____NT____FF.
To show that he is carrying out Jesus’ command to help others, he is called the

S____RV____NT       ____F      TH____       S____RV____NTS      ____F     G____D.
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Pope Research - Note Taking Sheet

You are going to research our current Pope. You must include the following:
· The Pope’s real name and reason for their chosen name as Pope.
· Their date and place of birth 
· When they began their papacy 
· 5 interesting facts about them
 You will need to use ICT to research the information. Use the space below to take notes which you will then use to write fuller and more detailed answers in your RERC jotter. 


At the bottom of the sheet there is also a picture of the papal coat of arms. Research the correct colours and then colour, cut and glue this into your jotter beside your work. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


[image: image10.png]



Extension Task

Find out the meaning of the symbols of the 
coat of arms and label them clearly in your jotter. 

Saint Ignatius of Loyola Images
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The Spirit Comes
On Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to be with the Church and all its members. In fact, Pentecost is often called “the birthday of the Church.” 

Read the story of Pentecost in the book of Acts and complete the following in full sentences in your RERC jotter. 

1. Why were the followers of Jesus together in a locked room?
2. Who was able to enter the room even though it was locked? 
3. What did the Holy Spirit sound like and feel like?

4. What did the Holy Spirit look like?

5. What gift did the Holy Spirit give to the disciples?
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Draw a detailed picture of how you imagine the scene would have looked like. 
The Liturgical Colour for Pentecost is Red
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How to Make a Windsock

You will need:

· A sheet of stiff paper or cardboard – A5 size
· Glue/Sellotape

· Art Materials

· Large sheets of bright coloured tissue paper

· String/Cord

· Paper Punch

1. Decorate your sheet of paper/cardboard.

2. Roll the paper up, end to end, then tape or glue it together.

3. Cut tissue paper in long strips, and glue or tape around the bottom inside of the windsock.
4. Punch two holes in the top of the windsock, directly across from each other.
5. Feed cord or string through the punched holes, and tie a knot at the end.

6. Hang it up in the school playground or garden and watch it move in the wind.


Tongues of Fire Template 


Story of Cinderella

Once upon a time, there was a beautiful girl named Cinderella. She lived with her wicked stepmother and two stepsisters. They treated Cinderella very badly. One day, they were invited for a grand ball in the king’s palace. But Cinderella’s stepmother would not let her go. Cinderella was made to sew new party gowns for her stepmother and stepsisters, and curl their hair. They then went to the ball, leaving Cinderella alone at home.

Cinderella felt very sad and began to cry. Suddenly, a fairy godmother appeared and said, “Don’t cry, Cinderella! I will send you to the ball!” But Cinderella was sad. She said, “I don’t have a gown to wear for the ball!” The fairy godmother waved her magic wand and changed Cinderella’s old clothes into a beautiful new gown! The fairy godmother then touched Cinderella’s feet with the magic wand. And lo! She had beautiful glass slippers! “How will I go to the grand ball?” asked Cinderella. The fairy godmother found six mice playing near a pumpkin, in the kitchen. She touched them with her magic wand and the mice became four shiny black horses and two coachmen and the pumpkin turned into a golden coach. Cinderella was overjoyed and set off for the ball in the coach drawn by the six black horses. Before  leaving.the fairy godmother said, “Cinderella, this magic will only last until midnight! You must reach home by then!”

When Cinderella entered the palace, everybody was struck by her beauty. Nobody, not even Cinderella’s stepmother or stepsisters, knew who she really was in her pretty clothes and shoes. The handsome prince also saw her and fell in love with Cinderella. He went to her and asked, “Do you want to dance?” And Cinderella said, “Yes!” The prince danced with her all night and nobody recognized the beautiful dancer. Cinderella was so happy dancing with the prince that she almost forgot what the fairy godmother had said. At the last moment, Cinderella remembered her fairy godmother’s words and she rushed to go home. “Oh! I must go!” she cried and ran out of the palace. One of her glass slippers came off but Cinderella did not turn back for it. She reached home just as the clock struck twelve. Her coach turned back into a pumpkin, the horses into mice and her fine ball gown into rags. Her stepmother and stepsisters reached home shortly after that. They were talking about the beautiful lady who had been dancing with the prince.

The prince had fallen in love with Cinderella and wanted to find out who the beautiful girl was, but he did not even know her name. He found the glass slipper that had come off Cinderella’s foot as she ran home. The prince said, “I will find her. The lady whose foot fits this slipper will be the one I marry!” The next day, the prince and his servants took the glass slipper and went to all the houses in the kingdom. They wanted to find the lady whose feet would fit in the slipper. All the women in the kingdom tried the slipper but it would not fit any of them. Cinderella’s stepsisters also tried on the little glass slipper. They tried to squeeze their feet and push hard into the slipper, but the servant was afraid the slipper would break. Cinderella’s stepmother would not let her try the slipper on, but the prince saw her and said, “Let her also try on the slipper!” The slipper fit her perfectly. The prince recognized her from the ball. He married Cinderella and together they lived happily ever after.


Name __________________________   Date_____________________

My Journey of Faith
We are remembering important steps in our journey of faith and how they help and strengthen us to respond to God’s call to love and act justly.   Discuss at home each of the four sacraments you have received.  Draw a picture in each of the picture frames.

                Baptism                                  Reconciliation


                  Confirmation                                Holy Communion


Think of a time when you showed love to a neighbour and draw a storyboard of it in the boxes below.  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Group____________________________    Date____________________

Showing God’s Love
As a group discuss times when you were kind to someone and times when you showed someone respect.
	Acts of Kindness
	Showing Respect

	Shared my sweets with someone.


	Stood up and gave an older person my seat on the bus.
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Themes


The Pope


The Life of Saint Ignatius


Pentecost


The Greatest Commandment
































The Pope





What is your father’s name? Perhaps it is Daniel Smith. But you don’t call him “Dan�iel,” do you? You probably call him “Dad” or “Daddy.” Maybe your mother calls him “Honey” or “Dear,” and your grandmother calls him “Dan�ny.” His friends might call him “Dan.” If your father is a doc�tor, his patients call him “Doc�tor Smith.” Your friends might call him “Mr. Smith.” See how many different names just one person might have? 
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