	
	 RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	S1
	Suggested Theme: 

Communion of Saints & Holy Souls
	Suggested Timescale: 

2 weeks

	
	Dates:


	Week 11 & 12 of term (Last week October, First week November)

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning 

	3-02a

(1)I have explored the ways in which we need other people in order to develop both in body and in spirit (CCC 1936)

(2)I am developing my understanding of how to use my body, mind and soul in the hope of achieving eternal happiness with God.

(3)I can describe my personal response to how this learning should have an effect on a Christian’s life and action.
3-12a

(4)Through research or by learning from appropriate witnesses, I have explored and evaluated how the Saints and holy men and women have ‘heard’ God in the past and do so today.
3-14a

(5)I have had the opportunity to explore what is meant by “pilgrimage” and to consider the place of prayer in pilgrimage.

(6)I have developed an understanding of the Church as a “pilgrim people”.
(7)I have responded to opportunities to participate in personal prayer, the preparation and celebration of a Class/Year Mass and/or liturgical services e.g., on the theme of community. I can describe how these can strengthen my faith.



	Experiences and Outcomes:

	3-02a I have considered the Christian vision of the dignity of the human person, made in the image and likeness of God.  I have reflected upon how this has contributed to my becoming the person I am today.
3-12a I can describe what I believe Biblical texts say about the way that God spoke to people in the past and how God speaks to people today.

3-14a I recognise the importance of personal prayer and communal prayer in the growth of all people’s relationship with God.  I know a number of traditional Catholic prayers and I have developed an understanding of the meaning of these prayers.  I have participated in different approaches to, and experiences, of prayer.  I can describe how prayer is an important part of the liturgical and devotional life of the Church.  I have reflected on how all of these are different ways of worshipping God.

Responsibility of All:
Lit 3-25a I can use notes and other types of writing to generate and develop ideas, retain and recall information, explore problems, make decisions, generate and develop ideas or create original text.
I recognise when it is appropriate to quote from sources and when I should put points into my own words. I can acknowledge my sources appropriately.




	Learning Intentions:

	I am learning:
to understand that all people have dignity.  

about how God speaks to the Saints and Holy men and women.

to pray in different ways on different occasions.



	I am learning:

1. the ways in which life is a pilgrimage and the Church is a “pilgrim people” growing in relationship with God. (5&6)
2.about the lives of Saints and Holy men and women and how their example helps me to understand how I should use my body, mind and soul to become the person I should be. (2,3&4)
3.about the month of the Holy Souls in the liturgical and devotional life of the Church and the importance of prayers for the dead of our community during this month. (1&7)


	Success Criteria:

	I understand and can explain that all people have dignity.  

I know ways in which God speaks to the Saints and Holy men and women and I understand how this can influence how I live my life.

I know how to pray in different ways and have participate in prayers for the Holy Souls.

	1. I can explain in my own words what is meant when the Church is described as a “pilgrim people”.

2. I have explored the life of a Saint or Holy wo/man and

2a) have  a deeper understanding of how God spoke to them

2b) can explain how their example shows us that our earthly life is a pilgrimage to our eternal destination

2c) understand, from their example, how I can use my body, mind and soul to become the person I should be.

3. I understand the importance of the month of the Holy Souls 

3a)I have participated in experiences of prayer and reflection to pray for the dead of our community

3b) I can express some of the ways in which this learning has helped me to understand that we need other people to develop fully.


	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	3-02a Immortal soul, human dignity, conscience

3-12a Holy men and women, ‘hearing God’.

3-14a  Personal prayer, communal prayer, intercession, liturgical year, pilgrimage, pilgrim people, Holy Souls




	Planning Outline (including what pupils could write /say/make/do as a result of learning):

	During the month of the Holy Souls learning within core R.E. focuses on the Church as a pilgrim people.  

Learning intentions and Success Criteria are shared with pupils at the beginning of each unit.

Pupils initially consider the differences & similarities between journey and pilgrimage.  They then use materials to collate information about places of Catholic pilgrimage around the world.  Pupil groups share with their peers what they have learned about these sites and time is taken to agree on key words to describe a pilgrimage.  These are displayed in class.  Following on from this they discuss how their life can be seen as a pilgrimage, thinking in a particular way of where their earthly pilgrimage may be leading to.   

Learning then develops by looking at the Church as a community.  Pupils are given traditional prayers that talk of the heavenly communion, the Holy Souls, communion of Saints etc.  They begin to think about what this means and why we understand that the Church is made of members, living and dead.  Pupils are asked to write down any questions that they would like to explore about this topic.  These are displayed on the wall. 

Pupils are then reminded of previous learning and the significance of the month of November.  They are all given time to read, consider and reflect on Church teaching about the communion of saints and the holy souls.  Time is spent learning about how the witness of others can help us to understand how we should act, say and think. Pupils choose an activity to show their learning.  This is from a choice of: interrogating an image of the communion of saints, annotating prayers from the funeral rite, answering questions based on scripture passage or writing a paragraph about the significance of November within the liturgical year.

Each class has a time of prayer and reflection in the school oratory led by the school chaplain.  All readings, prayers, actions and responses focus on the theme of the church community both in heaven ad on earth.  Pupils are given time and opportunity to pray for members of their family who have died.

Pupils are given the framework for a homework project which has to be completed over the course of November.  This project asks them to investigate the life of a saint or holy man/woman and to explore in a particular way how God spoke to these saints and how they heard and responded to God’s word.  The reflection dimension of the homework asks pupils to show how their learning in R.E. connects with this project and the impact this will have on their lives.  Pupils can show this through their choice of work i.e. an image, spider-gram, table of connection, prayer, poetry or prose.

The school also changes the liturgical display at the front door during November from the Marian display of October to one based on the Holy Souls.  This includes a book of remembrance.  Prayers said within the registration period focus on the Communion of Saints and the interactive display boards within the school tell the story of different saints each day.

Planned Assessment:

Pilgrimage Research:  Write, Say, Make & Do  PEER ASSESSMENT
Prayer Focus Activity: Say & Make  SELF ASSESSMENT

Witness of Others activity (Personalisation and Choice) : Write, Say and Make SELF ASSESSMENT
Oratory Visit: Do SELF ASSESSMENT
Homework Project – life of a Saint: Write, Make & Do TEACHER ASSESSMENT

Whole school prayer life: Make & Do SELF ASSESSMENT



	Resources:

	


