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	 RERC   

This Is Our Faith Planning Exemplars

	
	S1
	Suggested Theme: 

God Speaks to his people
	Suggested Timescale: 

6 weeks

	
	Dates:


	Week 2 – 7 of term (August – September)

	
	Teacher:
	
	Class:
	


	TIOF Core Learning 

	3-02a

(1)I can identify some characteristics of God by reflecting on relevant passages of the Old Testament which describe the history of the Covenant between God and mankind.

Creation and Adam & Eve (Gen 1-3), Noah and the flood (Gen 7-9); Abraham (Gen 17); Moses (Ex 20 )
3-03a

(2)I have developed an understanding of how God reveals himself to humanity: 

· through creation - as the Creator, all powerful, life-giving and life-sustaining; (2.1)
· through personal relationships with the people of the Old Testament -as God who cares for, saves and remains faithful to his chosen people. (2.2)
(3)I have explored instances of revelation and relationship within the Old Testament:

· involving Abraham (3.1)
His call, his children, his test, his leadership (how God through his covenant with Abraham and his descendants, including Jacob, chooses the Jewish people as his own chosen people;) God’s covenant with his chosen people: His new covenant with all people today in Christ;

· involving Moses (3.2)
His birth; the burning bush; the return to Egypt, the plagues and the Passover; the Exodus and the years in the wilderness; the Decalogue and covenant; Mount Nebo and his death (how God confirms his covenant with the chosen people by caring for them, saving them and giving them his law); God’s saving love for his chosen people (His invitation to all to share in His life as sons and daughters in Christ).
3-11a

(4)I know that the main message of the Bible is that God freely loves us and chooses to communicate himself and his life to us. (Dei Verbum, 2; Verbum Domini, 6) and (5)I know this is what the Old Testament means when it speaks of God’s covenant with his chosen people; and especially because the New Testament tells us of God’s New Covenant with all people in his Son, Jesus.
(6)I know and understand that the Bible is God’s Word and that God’s Word was passed on by word of mouth before being written down in the books of the Bible.

(7)I know that the Bible is God’s Word in human language and that God and human writers are the authors of the Bible.
(8)I know that the Scriptures are preserved and handed on by the faith of the members of the Church in both written and oral forms (“Traditio”) and that the Church has a special place in their interpretation.
(9)I know that God’s word can be conveyed in different types of writing and I have developed an awareness of literary forms which gives me a deeper insight into the meaning of the text:
· Narrative e.g. Genesis 

· Legal writings e.g. Deuteronomy

· Historical narrative e.g. Kings

· Poetry and song e.g. Psalms

· Wisdom writings e.g. Book of Wisdom

· Prophecy e.g. Isaiah.
(10)I have experienced opportunities to reflect and pray with scriptural texts to foster my understanding of the nature of God and his Covenant, as portrayed through a variety of literary forms in the Bible

3-12a (11)I have explored key Biblical texts to discover ways in which God ‘spoke’ or communicated His will to people in the Old Testament e.g. Abraham (Gen. 12: 1-20), Moses (Ex. 3: 2), Elijah (1 Kings 19: 9-14), Jeremiah (Jer. 1:1-10).


	Experiences and Outcomes:

	3-02a I have considered the Christian vision of the dignity of the human person, made in the image and likeness of God.  I have reflected upon how this has contributed to my becoming the person I am today.
3-03a I have examined the way that God is revealed in the lives of key people and events described in the Old Testament.
3-11a To help me understand the message intended by the writers of the Biblical texts I have developed awareness of literary forms in the Bible.

3-12a I can describe what I believe Biblical texts say about the way that God spoke to people in the past and how God speaks to people today.

Responsibility of All:
Lit 3-14a Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort, summarise, link and use information from different sources.



	Learning Intentions:

	I am learning:
1. About the development of the bible including literary forms used and the intended message of some biblical texts (4,6-9)
2. about how revelation helps us to know more about the image & likeness and characteristics of God (1)
3. the way that God is revealed in the Old Testament and his Covenant with his chosen people (1, 2, 3, 5)
4. how God communicated to people in the past (11)
5. to develop my skills of reflection and prayer using scripture (10)



	Success Criteria:

	1.1 I can describe how the bible came to be in the form that it is today. (6, 7, 8)
1.2 I can identify some of the literary forms used within the bible. (9)
1.3 I can state that the main message of the bible is that God “freely loves us and chooses to communicate himself and his life to us”. (4)
2. I can describe some characteristics of God. (1)

3.1 I have explored some of the ways in which God was revealed in the Old Testament (2, 3)

3.2 I have a deeper understanding of God’s covenant with his chosen people and I can explain this understanding (1, 2, 3, 5)
4. I can describe in my own words some of the ways in which God communicated with people in the past (11)

5. I have reflected and prayed using scripture (10)
 


	Key Vocabulary from TIOF:

	


	Planning Outline (including what pupils could write /say/make/do as a result of learning):

	The focus for this unit is God’s relationship with his people, bible referencing skills and factual knowledge about the origins of the bible have been built into the course.  The R.E. department has also liaised with the English department to support pupil learning on literary forms within the Bible.

HOMEWORK: (SC 1.2)Towards the end of the first lesson the teacher distributes the homework task for this unit.  The homework has been devised by the English department to help pupils deepen their knowledge of literary forms.  There are 6 tasks and pupils have 6 weeks to complete the worksheets.  Each homework task focuses on one form.  The structure for each task is the same.  There is an extract from a piece of literature, other than the bible, which illustrates the form.  This is followed by an explanation/definition of the form.  Then there is a choice of bible passages. Pupils must choose the passage which shows the same literary form and write, in their own words, why they think this is the case.  The homework is assessed by parents or guardians.  Pupils are asked to bring the completed worksheets back into class by a given date (end of the unit).
The unit begins with a quick quiz to assess pupil knowledge and bible referencing skills.  This is done by splitting pupils into groups of 4.  Each group is given a lap top with a pre-loaded interactive power-point presentation.  The presentation asks question and there are ‘buttons’ to choose answers.  Pupils have a corresponding sheet to record their answers.  If correct the power-point moves onto the next question, if incorrect an information slides appears. The pupil sheet has spaces to note down key information from these slides.  The teacher collects the sheets to analyse which questions were answered incorrectly by pupils and so is able to determine which aspects of bible referencing need to be built into future learning.
(SC2)Pupils then move onto considering what is meant by the term ‘characteristics’.  The teacher displays the Cambridge dictionary definition of the term characteristic with examples.

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/characteristic_1?q=characteristic() 

The class discuss the definition and decide on ‘types’ of characteristics – appearance, feelings, actions etc.  Pupils then work in pairs to write a list of characteristics for one of these types.  These are given to the teacher who will collate all lists.
The teacher displays the collated list of characteristics.  Discussion then takes place as to which of these could be considered ‘God like’.  A volunteer pupil highlights the agreed ‘God like’ characteristics.

Pupils are then split into 4 groups and each given a Bible reference.  They have to find this reference, read the passage, discuss how God is described within the passage and agree on what the passage tells us about God’s characteristics.  Each group feeds back to the whole class.  The agreed characteristics are checked against the class list and any new ones added.

(SC 5)There is then a teacher led time of prayer and reflection using images, music and extracts from scripture passages.  Pupils are encouraged to sit in silence, with no distractions such as pens / worksheets / books etc and to look at the words and images and to think about how the Bible helps us to know more about God.  At the end of this period of reflection pupils are asked to think back to one slide that they liked the most/had the biggest impact on them/helped them to understand more about God’s characteristics and to write this quote in their learning journal.
The teacher then uses 3 steps to help pupils deepen their knowledge and understanding of Revelation, Inspiration and Relationship with God.

(SC3.1, 4)The class explore the question “how do we know?”  
The teacher asks pupils to think about how we ‘know’ about God and explains that they will now be exploring this question.  To begin with pupils write the question ‘how do we know about God?’ in their jotters.  They take a few minutes to record their individual thoughts on this.
(SC3.1, 4)The first activities challenge pupils to consider how creation allows us to develop our knowledge and understanding of God.  They initially look at what is meant by ‘revelation’ and then carousel round a variety of stimuli to explore how God might reveal himself through creation – e.g. photographs, plants, art work, artefacts used for the sacraments, music& creativity etc.  Each time the pupils add to a poster next to the stimulus which asks “how does this reveal God?”.
(SC1.1, 3.1, 4)The class are divided into groups and complete tasks to explore the writing of the Bible.  These include word-of-mouth, variety of sources, accuracy of stories, variety, meaning and interpretation of texts, importance of texts.  After each activity pupils have to consider the pros and cons of the information for helping us to understand and know more about God. (e.g was passing on stories round camp fires a good thing?  What drawbacks might there be?  Is it good to have the same story told/written by different people at different times?  How could you determine if people had exaggerated or lied in their version?  How can you be sure a story is true?  When is it better to use a song or a poem rather than a list or a story?  Which stories, information or facts do you include?  How would you organise it all?) 
(SC 1.3)Pupils are then given an individual information and question sheet which puts the activities into context and outlines the steps to the writing of the bible and the role of the Church in the interpretation and handing on of Scripture.  They then return to their initial answer to the question “how do we know?” and extend/add to their answer based on their learning. 
(SC 1.3, 4, 5)The pupils visit the oratory for a time of prayer which focuses on ‘inspiration and revelation’.  Through readings, prayers and moments of silence pupils are given the time and space to think, pray and reflect on their previous learning about the writing of the bible and the role of the Church.  

(SC 3.1, 3.2, 4)This learning is then moved on to considering that we can do more than know ‘about’ God but rather we begin to ‘know God’ ourselves .  In this section pupils interrogate biblical texts about God’s relationships with humanity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of how these help us to not only know about God but to have a personal relationship with him.  Pupils use the life and vocation of Abraham and Moses and the covenant with God’s people as a way to explore this relationship.
Pupils are split into groups.  Each person is given a‘show & tell’ wipe board and pen.  The teacher has already written key parts of Abraham’s life on the middle of these boards.  The pupils then watch the animated cartoon of Abraham’s life (Testament : The Bible in animation ISBN: 9780564038862, you tube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lskyxLznkRo).  During the 27 minute video the teacher stops the film at specific points.  Pupils must decide in their groups which board describes this part of Abraham’s life.  They hold this board up.  Groups then have a designated time to add any information from the video to their board.  By the end of the video each group should have all boards completed with key words and information about Abraham’s life, vocation and relationship with God.  The boards are then collated into bundles from the same time in Abraham’s life – for example all of the boards describing his Test are brought together.  
There is then a class discussion about the life of Abraham and the Covenant God makes with his people.  Pupils explore why God chose Abraham and why God tested him in so many ways.

Pupils then choose on aspect of Abraham’s life and, using their knowledge from the video, the information written by all of the groups, the class discussion and the scripture passage which describes this part of Abraham’s life they have to produce a piece of work to evidence their knowledge and understanding of God’s Covenant with his people.  This can be a cartoon strip, an annotated picture, a piece of writing, a prayer, a poem or a letter from God to Abraham (or Abraham to God).
 In silence the teacher then displays a power-point with images from various artists of Abraham’s life.  While this presentation is being displayed pupils use their jotter to record their individual knowledge and understanding of Abraham’s relationship with God by finishing the sentence “God loved Abraham so much that he...”

The teacher then displays a ‘family tree’ from Abraham to Moses.  The class discuss their knowledge of the people of God between Abraham and Moses and the teacher helps to complete the picture of the significance of these people in terms of the Covenant with God.

The pupils then complete a series of ‘work-cards’ on the life of Moses. For each part of Moses life (His birth; the burning bush and the return to Egypt, the plagues and the Passover; the Exodus and the years in the wilderness; the Decalogue and covenant; Mount Nebo and his death) there are 4 choices of activities. Pupils can write/say/make/do something.  Pupils have to complete one activity from each of the four sections and then a second from 2. The activities use the same stimulus; extracts from the bible, prose versions of the bible passage, film representations, cartoon animations, comic strips, pieces of art etc., and the same questions which help pupils to explore Moses life and the Covenant between God and his people. 

	Evaluation of Learning & Teaching:

	


