Award in Catholic Theological Education

Scripture 2: Introduction to the Old Testament
Helpful Bibliography

Although reading “Introductions” and other guides is useful, it cannot take the place of reading the Old Testament texts themselves.  No one becomes familiar with the Old Testament by reading commentaries and text books: this only happens when you engage with the sacred text itself!  
Don’t forget that throughout this Module, the key reading is the Old Testament itself!

Interpretation & Introduction
The following texts from the Scripture 1 module are well worth reviewing:

· Dei Verbum, Vatican II (especially paragraphs 11-13, 14-16)

· Gift of Scripture, Bishops’ Conferences of Scotland and England and Wales (London: CTS 2005)
· Verbum Domini, Pope Benedict xvi, Apostolic Exhortation on the Word of God in the Life of the Church (2009)

These books offer a general introduction to reading the Bible from a Catholic perspective.

· Stephen J. Binz, Introduction to the Bible: A Catholic Guide to Studying Scripture (Collegeville: Liturgical Press 2007)

· Noel Donnelly, Your Bible: Every Catholic’s Essential Companion (Chawton: Redemptorist Publications 2010)

· Peter Kreeft, You Can Understand The Bible: A Practical And Illuminating Guide To Each Book In The Bible (San Francisco: Ignatius Press 2005). 
General Introductions
1. Books available in the R.E. Department Resource Room

· Lawrence Boadt, Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction (New York/Mahwah: Paulist Press 1984).
· E. Charpentier, How to Read the Old Testament (London: SCM 1993)

· John Drane, Introducing the Old Testament (3rd Edition; Oxford: Lion Hudson 2011).

· Bernhard W. Anderson, The Living World of the Old Testament (4th edition; Harlow: Pearson 2000).
· Bernhard W. Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament (abridged 4th edition; Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall 1998).
· Michael D. Coogan, The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions Series) (Oxford: OUP 2008).

· John Holdsworth, SCM Studyguide to The Old Testament (London: SCM 2005).
2. Books not available in the Resource Room

· Carlos Mesters, God, Where Are You? Rediscovering the Bible (translated by John Drury & Francis McDonagh), (Maryknoll: Orbis 1995; Eugene, OR:Wipf and Stock 2003).
· W. Riley, Tale of Two Testaments (New London, CT: Twenty-Third Publications 1985)

Theology and Approaches: For Deeper Reading

For the future…

· John Barton, Reading the Old Testament (London: DLT 1984).
· James Barr, The Concept of Biblical Theology: An Old Testament Perspective (London: SCM 1999).

· Walter Brueggemann, An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian Imagination (London: Westminster/John Knox Press 2003) (despite the name, hardly an ‘introduction’ for the beginner!).
· R. Coggins, Introducing the Old Testament (Oxford Bible Series) (Oxford: OUP 1990).
