Month / Season:
October



Class:
Primary 2






Level: First
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God
RERC 1-15a 
I can honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother. I can share why we honour her.

	I can participate in the setting up of a prayer space, in honour of Mary, in my classroom – especially during Advent and the months of May and October.

I can recognise images and icons of Mary in the Church and in school.


I can participate in a simple liturgical procession honouring Mary.


I have learned the words of the Hail Mary by heart and, through prayer and reflection, I am beginning to understand what it means.

	Class – The children will help the teacher to prepare the altar for October. They should understand that this month is dedicated to Mary. 
The teacher will ask the children where they might have seen Mary before. Perhaps on the class altar, somewhere in the school, in church, at home. The children should look at the different images of Mary (attached to planner). These can be printed several times and laminated to be passed around groups. They will discuss the images. The teacher will explain that there were no cameras in Biblical times and therefore no one knows what Mary really looked like. What we see are artist impressions of what she may have looked like. 
The children will draw their own image of Mary. 

School – The children will participate in a school mass / prayer service honoring Mary. 

Class - The children should complete the cloze passage on the ‘Hail Mary’. (Attached to planner). 

They should discuss the importance of this prayer as when we pray to Mary she listens, cares and loves like a mother and speaks to God for us. 
KEY VOCABULARY:  October, icon of Mary, procession, Hail Mary
	Statue / Image of Mary
Suitable altar cloths

Printed images of Mary. These can be laminated.

Paper 

Colouring pens 

Photocopied worksheets ‘Hail Mary’ 


	Children will understand what it means to ‘honour’ Mary and give a simple explanation as to why. 
The children will understand what an icon is.

The children will actively participate in the school mass.

Children will be able to pray the ‘Hail Mary’ and know it by heart. 


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God
RERC 1-14a

I recognise the importance of personal prayer and communal prayer in the growth of all people’s relationship with God. 

I know a number of traditional Catholic

prayers and I have developed an understanding of the meaning of these prayers. 

I have participated in different approaches to, and experiences of, prayer. I can describe how prayer is an important part of the liturgical and devotional life of the Church. 

I have reflected on how all of these are different ways of

worshipping God.

	I have learnt by heart the following prayers: Hail Mary and I can use these in my

class and personal prayer. 
During class prayer times, I can contribute to prayers of thanksgiving to God for the good things in my life and world.

I can sit quietly for a few moments praying to God in my heart – listening and talking to God, thanking him and asking for his help.
I can use gestures and movements as types of prayer (e.g. kneeling, clapping, raising arms, genuflecting, bowing).

I can take part in a simple prayer service led by my teacher or chaplain.

	Class – The children will prayer ‘The Hail Mary’ as part of their daily routine and will participate in a whole school rosary. 
Home – The children will take home a copy of the prayer and parents will be encouraged to pray it with them. 
The teacher will explain that they are going to listen to the Bible story of ‘The Thankful Leper’ and that ‘leprosy’ was a serious skin disease that could spread from one person to another. Because it was so serious people were sent to live far away and were not allowed to see their family or friends. Teacher reads the story. What does God do for us? Do we remember to say thank-you?

The teacher will play some calming music and ask the children to close their eyes and think of all the wonderful things that God has given them. Prayer to be said by teacher
Dear Lord, you give us everything we need, but we often forget to say "Thank You." We thank you now, and ask you to help us to remember to give thanks every day for all that you do for us. Amen.
The children will design and create a thank-you card for God. These should be placed on the class altar.

The following website has good whiteboard games and printable activities linked to this story. 

http://gardenofpraise.com/bibl47s.htm
Class - The children will discuss ways in which we can say thank-you to God. i.e. prayer, being kind to others, respecting each other, attending church, singing. The children will sing the hymn ‘Give me Joy in my Heart’, with gestures.
School - The children will participate in a school mass / prayer service in honour of Mary our Mother during October.  
KEY VOCABULARY: Prayers of thanksgiving, talking to God, listening to God, genuflect, prayer service, personal prayer

	Photocopy of take home sheet

Bible

Child-friendly version (attached to planner)

Suitable music CD

Card

Art Materials


	The children will be able to participate during daily prayers.
Children will understand and explain the importance of giving thanks to God.
Children are aware of some of the gestures used while praying. 
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Hail _____, full  ____ grace,

The Lord is ______ you,

Blessed art Thou amongst _______, 
And blessed  ___ the fruit of Thy womb,  Jesus.
_______ Mary, Mother of God,

_______ for us sinners,

Now and at the ______ of our death.
_________.
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Today in class we learned:
The Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace
The Lord is with thee
Blessed art thou among women
and blessed
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus
Holy Mary, mother of God
Pray for us sinners
Now and at the hour of our death

Amen.
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Please take time to pray this with your child as part 

of their daily prayers.

Images of Mary


Child Friendly Version of ‘The Thankful Leper’


One day, Jesus was walking through a small village when he saw a group of ten lepers. They stood far away from Jesus and called to him, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us." Obviously, they knew who Jesus was and that he had the power to heal them. When Jesus heard them, he called back to the lepers and said, "Go, show yourself to the priest."

As the lepers went on their way to see the priest, they looked at their skin and the sores were gone. Jesus had healed their disease. They were so happy that they ran up and down the streets singing and dancing. Suddenly, one of them stopped and went back. Praising God with a loud voice, he threw himself at Jesus' feet and said, "Thank You." Jesus said to him, "Weren't there ten who were healed? Where are the other nine?" Only one out of ten remembered to say, "Thank You."


Themes:





 1. Honouring Mary in October


2. Giving Thanks to God








Choose from these words:


Pray, of, hour, with, is, Holy, 


women, Mary, Amen
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