Month / Season: November



Class:
Primary 3






Level: First 
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Mystery of God

RERC 1‐01a 
I am discovering God's precious gift of life and reflect on how this reveals God's love for me.

	Children will reflect on their own experience of remembering and during the month of November remember those who have died.

	Class - Children will play the game ‘Guess Who Is Missing’.
How to play:

· Invite the children to sit in a semi-circle

· One person is selected to leave the room

· A second player is pointed out and asked to hide

· The remaining players all change seats

· The person outside is recalled and asked ‘Who is Missing?’

Teacher will lead discussion. Do you remember your first day at school? Can you remember how it felt? Can you remember when you were a very small child? What is your earliest memory?

Children should complete worksheet attached ‘My earliest Memory’

Class – What is a memory? Sometimes we have happy memories and sometimes we have sad memories? But we know that God has been with us at all times. Perhaps someone you know has gone to heaven. Do you remember them? Does your family remember them in any way? Do you know stories about them or anyone else who has died? How do stories help us to remember people who have died? What would happen if we didn’t tell stories about people who have died?
We are going to make a story cross that will be a reminder of someone who has died. (Template attached to planner). 

· Using a strong colour write the name of the person begin remembered along the arm of the cross
· Ask the children to draw pictures about the person along the shaft of the cross

· Decorate the story cross front and back


	Earliest Memory Worksheet
Attached to planner

Card
Glue

Scissors

Art Materials


	Children will have some understanding of God’s precious gift of life.



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Mystery of God

RERC 1‐01a 
I am discovering God's precious gift of life and reflect on how this reveals God's love for me.
Hours of God

RERC 1‐19a

I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the saints and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints can inspire me to live a more Christian life.
	I can marvel at God’s precious gift of life by observing the great diversity of plant and animal life created by God (Genesis 1: 11‐13 & 20‐25) and I can help to care for it.


I have investigated the life of St Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology.


I recognise that St Francis’ love of Jesus led him to contemplate the mystery of the Creator through his creation, and we can do the same.


I can hear, read, and pray St Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures and, like St Francis; I can give praise to God the Creator in a variety of prayerful ways, e.g. writing, music, dance, drama or art.
I know that we are called to be saints and that God sends us his Holy Spirit to help us.

I know that the Holy Spirit has inspired many Saints, both known and unknown and that we celebrate their lives on the feast of All Saints (1 November).

	Class – Read Genesis 1:11-13 & 20-25 and discuss the different living things in our world, planets, trees, animals etc. 

A useful website for animals on our planet is http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/plants
Complete worksheets on the creation story. These should be printed from the links below. 

http://www.biblestoryprintables.com/files/Creation/BSPCreationWorksheet2.pdf
http://www.biblestoryprintables.com/files/BibleMinibook/BSPMinibookAdamEveBWBlank.pdf
Class – Teacher will read the story of Saint Frances to the class (attached to planner). 

The children will be given a copy of the prayer ‘Canticle of the Creatures’. The positive words in the prayer have been taken out. The children should read the negative words and write in their chosen positive word.  
The teacher will only show the children the original prayer after the task is finished. Did anyone choose the same words as Saint Francis? Why did you choose a particular word? 
Class – Saint Francis wrote a ‘Canticle to the animals’. This is a hymn or something that is chanted. It gives praise to God thanking Him for all creation. 

A short video about the canticle can be shown on-line from the following website:

http://www.catholictv.tv/new/index.php/programs/63-canticle
Children should write their own prayer to God thanking Him for creation. 

KEY VOCABULARY: God’s precious gift of life, St Francis, patron saint, Creator, Canticle of the Creatures, give praise to God

Class – Do you know what a saint is? Is your school or church named after a saint? Saints are very special people who lived their lives serving God. They live with Him in heaven and we can ask them for help when we pray. 
God sent His Holy Spirit to give the saints strength while they were living on earth. What do you think the ‘Holy Spirit’ is? Explain that the Holy Spirit is often shown as a dove. Children can make a craft dove. Instructions on the following website:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/newyear/dove/

	Bibles
Worksheets printed from suggested link

Story of Saint Francis (attached to planner). 

Prayer of Saint Francis  worksheet

Dove craft instructions from suggested website

Art Materials
	Children will have some understanding of the story of creation and recognise the gifts God has given us through the great diversity of life on our planet.
Children will be able to give some facts about the life of Saint Francis.


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	
Image of God

RERC 1-02a

I know that a loving God has created me and that my uniqueness can develop according to God’s plan for me.


	I know that the Holy Spirit strengthened the faith of my school’s patron saint or another saint, and that the Holy Spirit can strengthen me to live a more Christian life.

I know that the Holy Spirit helps me to choose Jesus’ way and therefore to respond to God’s love in my life.
I know that God has created me in His image (Genesis 1: 26‐27). He loves me and His love for me will never come to an end.


I know that one of the gifts God gives us is the gift of choice, and this is a sign of his love. This is called free will.
	Class – We have a special day of the year when we honour the saints. This day is called ‘All Saints Day’.  
Home – Children should find out about the life of a saint. 

· Their name

· Where they came from

· Their birth and death

· Some of the important things they did
Class – Teacher should research the school’s patron saint. This lesson will be created by the class teacher. The children should have an understanding of who their patron saint was/is and how the Holy Spirit strengthened their faith. 
KEY VOCABULARY: Holy Spirit, saints, Feast of all Saints
Class – Read from the bible Genesis 1:26-27. Discuss that God made us in His image. What does this mean? Does it mean that God looks like a human or does it mean that he has feelings/emotions/sympathy etc?
Children should complete the attached worksheet ‘God Made Me Special’. 

They should choose an adjective to describe each labelled part i.e. happy heart, gentle hands etc. 
Class - What do we have that the animals and plants don’t have? Making choices is an important part of everyday living. From the moment we become conscious human beings we choose how to respond and with whom to interact. The need to make our own decisions increases as we grow and mature.
Tell the children they story of Jacob and Esau from the Bible. Discuss the important decisions that were made in this story. 

Teacher’s notes and lesson plan and worksheets can be found at the following website:

http://dltk-bible.com/guides/jacobandesau.htm
KEY VOCABULARY: created in God’s image, gift of free will
This links to the whole school planner where a service can be planned with school chaplain

KEY VOCABULARY: Holy Spirit strengthens, Jesus’ way, responding to God’s love.

	
	


My Earliest Memory by ____________________________

Use the circle below to draw a self portrait. In the think bubble draw your earliest memory.
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Memory Cross
The Story of St Francis of Assisi
 St Francis was born in Assisi, Italy in 1182. He came from a rich family, had a good education and many rich friends. One day he and his friends were out enjoying themselves when a beggar came along, asking for money. While the friends ignored the beggar’s cries, Francis gave the man everything he had in his pockets. His friends laughed at him and his father was not pleased but Francis had begun to realise that there was more to life than just having fun! When he grew up, he turned his back on his wealth and committed himself to God. He lived a simple life of poverty and in prayer. When he was in the army, he got captured and thrown into jail for a year. This gave him a lot of time to think and pray. One day Francis had a vision of the risen Jesus calling him to follow Him and to tell people about God’s kingdom. He helped lepers and poor people and went about barefoot, wearing a rough garment and preaching to the people about God’s love and forgiveness. Soon other men started to follow Francis and they became known as the Franciscan monks. Francis also had a love of animals and birds. It was said that they used to flock around him and he had a gift of calming them and speaking to them. He used a donkey when travelling around and legend has it that the donkey wept when Francis died!

Francis continued to travel around telling people about Jesus and spending much of his time praying. He had several visions of Christ on the cross and ended his life on 3rd October 1226, aged 44, singing Psalm 141.
Teacher Copy of Prayer of Saint Francis

Prayer of St Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy;

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me sow ________;

Where there is injury, ____________;

Where there is doubt, ___________;

Where there is despair, ____________;

Where there is darkness, _____________;

Where there is sadness, ______________;

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
GOD MADE ME SPECIAL
Write an adjective to describe each part of you


Remembrance Service – November

Primary 3 & Primary 4

Theme: We remember that we are all unique

Opening Prayer:

Leader - Let us pray.

O Lord, how great are your works!  In your wisdom you have made us all.

Each one of us is unique.  God values us all.  In God’s eyes we are all equal and special.

God loves each one of us for the person that we are.  In our own special way God calls each one of us to be saints. 

All sing: We come to share our story

Let us pray:

(Group of children come forward and say I am unique because……..)

Respond – Thank you God for all our gifts and talents

Let us listen to the word of God:

Genesis 1:26-27 – God created man (use Redemptorist story cards to tell the story)

Leader – God is with those we love in our families.  Today we ask God to bless the people we love who have died.  We will learn a special prayer for those who have died.  May they rest in peace . Amen

We pray together: May the rest in peace

1. For those in our families who have died……….

  All answer – May they rest in peace

2. For our friends and our loved ones who have died………

   All answer – May they rest in peace

3. For former staff and pupils of St. Andrew’s who have died………

   All answer – May they rest in peace

Leader – Let us have a moments silence and think of all our friends and family alive and dead and ask God our Father to look after them and protect them.

Reader – We remember our loved ones who have died by placing a flower on the altar in their memory.

Children process one by one and place a flower on the altar

Reader – Let us remember those people who have no-one to remember them.

One child places a white flower on the altar

Let us say together – Our father…………

All sing – Dear Jesus help the Holy Souls

Themes:


1. Remembrance


2. The role of Saints


St Francis and St Clare of Assisi
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