Month / Season: November



Class:
Primary 5






Level: Second
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God

RERC 2‐19a

I know that the Holy Spirit strengthens my faith and the faith of the saints and I have reflected on how the stories of the Saints can inspire me to live a more Christian life.
Revealed Truth of God
P5 RERC 2-03a 

I can examine God’s relationship with myself and others. I have reflected on how the gift of faith can permeate my whole being.

GLP
HWB 2-05a

I know that friendship, caring, sharing,

fairness, equality and love are important in

building positive relationships. As I develop

and value relationships, I care and share

respect for myself and others.

	I know that we are called to be saints and that God sends us his Holy Spirit to help us.

I have been given opportunities to familiarise myself with images (statues, pictures, icons) of the saints studied in school and I know that they are models of Christian life and that they can intercede to God on my behalf.
GLP
I know that God always calls me into relationship with him and I recognise that this relationship is deepened through my prayer and trust in his love.


	
 Class- Many of the world's religions bestow special status on people who demonstrate a life of almost perfect virtue. Religions differ on the title assigned to these people. The Catholic church calls them saints. The process of becoming a Catholic saint is lengthy, often taking decades or centuries to complete. The process by which someone becomes a saint is called canonization. 
Children can study the process to Sainthood (attached to planner). The class can discuss these steps. 
Class – The children should have access to books about the lives of the saints. They should be given personal reading time to read about the lives of these special people. They will choose a saint and using craft materials create a collage version of their saint. It should be clear from their finished piece which saint they have chosen. This can be achieved by attaching a symbol i.e. a sword for Saint George, a bird for Saint Francis, a shamrock for Saint Patrick. 

Class – The children should show their finished piece of artwork to the class and explain a little about the life of their chosen saint. The class altar can be the point of display for their ‘parade of Saints’.  

 Groups- Groups discuss the big Question – Who helps the saints?  The holy spirit. Revise the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
Class- Children write a letter of thanks to the Holy Spirit thanking him for his help in trying to live a more Christian life.

Class- Children are given the opportunity to look at pictures, statues, icons etc. of various saints.  A useful website is 
www.catholic-forum.com/saints/gallerys.htm
	Process to Sainthood attached to planner

Books on the lives of the Saints

Craft materials

GLP
Children should be aware of the communication channels in school for a range of needs/situations. They should also learn that not all of these can preserve confidentiality but that an adult will always make clear as soon as possible if they need to share information with another adult or agency, what they will share and why and when the child will know what will happen next.

Paper or jotters

The internet


	Children will understand the role of the saints, the term intercession and have some knowledge of the journey to sainthood.




	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching
Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment

	Reign of God

RERC 2‐20a 
I know that I have been called by God to grow in love, justice and peace in my relationships with others.
GLP
HWB 2-44a

I understand that a wide range of different

kinds of friendships and relationships exist.

HWB 2-45a

I am identifying and practising skills to

manage changing relationships and I

understand the positive impact this can have

on my emotional wellbeing.

HWB 2-08a

I understand that people can feel alone and

can be misunderstood and left out by others.

I am learning how to give appropriate

support.
	I have discussed the power of prayer, having reflected on its influence in the lives of two or more of the following saints: St. Bernadette, St. Therese, St. Margaret Mary and St. John Vianney.


I am learning about the concept of poverty in our world and I recognise that people can be poor in many ways such as economically, spiritually and emotionally.

I have been given opportunities to demonstrate practically my love and care for the poor in my local, national and international communities. I know that this enables a more just world which reflects the nature of the Kingdom of God.

I know that “acting justly” means living in a “right relationship with God” and therefore treating

others fairly.

GLP
I have responded to opportunities to reflect on Micah 6:8 and I recognise that in all encounters

with others, including moments of conflict, I am invited by Got to “to act justly, to love tenderly and

to walk humbly” with Him.

I know that God calls me to demonstrate compassion and mercy to others and to offer sacrifice.
	Class- Using the question sheets attached to the planner the half the class will research the life of Saint Therese and Saint Margaret Mary. They will share their findings with the class and reflect on the influence that the power of prayer had on these two individuals. 
Useful websites are :
http://www.piercedhearts.org/theology_heart/life_saints/margaret_mary.htm
A short film about the life of Saint Theresa can be seen at the following website:
http://anunslife.org/2011/07/06/little-flower/

Groups- Children work in groups to design and make a poster about Saint Therese or Saint Margaret Mary promoting the influence the power of prayer had on their lives.
School: Children work with their teacher to create a litany to the saints. This should be shared with the school at assembly during the month of November. 
Not helpful? You can block www.sttherese.com results when you're signed in to search.www.sttherese.com
KEY VOCABULARY: Saints, Christian
Class- What does it mean to be poor? Who are the poor in our world? What can we do to help them? What does it mean to be poor in spirit? What causes them to be poor? 
Useful worksheet can be found at:

http://www1.barnardos.org.uk/futurecitizens/charities/poor_worksheet.pdf
Read from scripture ‘The Beatitudes’  (Matthew 5:1-12) Then complete the ‘A House on the Rocks’ (attached to planner) reciprocally in groups. 
Discuss the text and complete the ‘Reflections on the Beatitudes’ worksheet attached to the planner. 
Class- Children are given the opportunity to reflect on pictures or video footage of charities both local, national and international who work with people who are economically, spiritually and emotionally deprived.
Useful Websites:

http://www.borehammedia.co.uk/video-detail.php?id=19
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/charity-schools-in-tanzania/510.html
Class – Class discussion about what we can do to help those who are economically, spiritually and emotionally deprived.   Children will be encouraged to reflect on praying, donating money, volunteering their time and raising awareness for these unfortunate groups.
Complete the worksheets from the following website:
http://www1.barnardos.org.uk/futurecitizens/charities/today_settingup_worksheet.pdf
http://www1.barnardos.org.uk/futurecitizens/charities/goodbad_debates_worksheet.pdf
	
Question Sheets attached to planner
Internet access
Art Materials

Internet Access to print worksheet
Bibles

A House on the Rock attached to planner

Internet access


Copies of worksheets found at suggested website.
GLP
Create a portfolio of relevant photographs or develop drama

scenarios in which pupils are encouraged to be solution focussed to deal with situations which involve relationships,

e.g.,

• A new child arrives in the class and ignores invitations to

join in at playtime;

• A child returns to school for the first time after the death of

a grandparent (NB need to be sensitive to current situations

in children’s families);

• A child has a sleepover for the first time with a friend but

behaves in a very rude and selfish way all evening
	Children will understand the power of prayer
Children will understand the different ways in which people can be poor such as economically, spiritually and emotionally.

They will demonstrate practically their love and care for external communities. 


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 2‐24a

I have considered ways in which the Catholic Christian community works together to show care for the world and for the needs of all people. I have reflected on the implications of this for my life and that of others.
	I have learned about
 the charisms of people such as Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta (in her work with the poor and dying), Jean Vanier (in his foundation ofL’Arche) and St Damien Molokai (in his ministry to lepers) and how their life and work demonstrate compassion, mercy and service.

I know that God calls me to demonstrate compassion and mercy to others and to offer service.
I know that my parish is part of the wider Catholic Church and exists within a diocesan and universal communion.


	Class- Class discussion about people in the world today who work with the less fortunate, volunteer their time, donate money, etc.  These individuals have charisms, that is, special gifts given to them by God to help them in their tasks. Children will be reminded about the four values of the Kingdom of God- Forgiveness, Self Sacrifice, Justice and Love and how these encourage us to show a commitment to help others less fortunate than ourselves. They will research the work of MISSIO and SCIAF and could be given the opportunity to raise money for a chosen charity.  
Useful websites are www.missio.org.uk/ and www.sciaf.org.uk/
Groups- Children work in groups to produce a leaflet promoting helping those who are economically, spiritually and emotionally deprived.
Class- Class discussion about how God calls each individual to demonstrate compassion and mercy to others and to offer service.  Children reflect on how they can do this both as a class and individually.  Teacher helps the class to make up a Charter of Commitment to demonstrating compassion, mercy, and being of service to others.  Each child signs the Charter.

Home- Children are given a personal research activity to complete at home.  This will involve researching the life of Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta and how her life and work demonstrated compassion, mercy and service.
KEY VOCABULARY: love and care for the poor, Kingdom of God, charisms, compassion, mercy and service.

Class- Discuss with the children the Vatican in Rome and how Pope Benedict XVI is the head of the Catholic Church.  Take a virtual tour of the Vatican using :

http://vatican.arounder.com/en/city-tour/st-paul-outside-the-walls.html
Teacher should explain to the children the hierarchy of the Church.

Countries throughout the world are divided into dioceses overseen by a Catholic Bishop.  Each diocese is divided into parishes with a parish priest and sometimes a curate or deacons.  Explain to the children that they are part of a universal (worldwide) communion that is all the Catholics in the world are together in sharing the same beliefs, practices and rites.  

Groups- Children work in groups to make a diagram tracing their own parish through to the Vatican in Rome.
	Internet Access

Art material
ICT resources

Paper to create Charter

Teacher made homework worksheet

Internet Access


	The children understand the meaning of the word ‘Chasm’. They will have some knowledge about the life of the Blessed Mother Theresa. 

The children will have some knowledge of the hierarchy of The Church. 


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment

	Son of God

RERC 2‐07a 
I have explored the events of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus and I have reflected on the Catholic meaning of eternal life.

	I am developing my understanding of my involvement in the community of the Catholic Church by exploring the role of the lay organisations in my diocese that work to show care for the world and the needs of all people e.g. SPRED (Special Religious Development), Justice and Peace Groups.

I know that I am called to respond to the needs of others when I can.
I know that we too are offered the promise of eternal life and can regularly pray for this. I know that we should pray for those who have died, and especially for those who have died and are awaiting eternal life.

I have reflected on the care shown to Jesus’ body by Joseph of Aramathia and by the women who followed Jesus (Mark 15: 42‐47).

I recognise the respect and care shown in the funeral rites of the Church to the bodies of those who have died.
	Class- Class discussion about the different lay organisations within their own parish and the wider diocese and how these people are responding to the needs of others e.g. Saint Vincent de Paul, Justice and Peace Groups.  Children should show an awareness that they should be prepared to respond positively when called to help those in need.
Child friendly biography and worksheet task can be found at:

http://vincentian.oblates.com.au/Vinspiration_4_kids/KIDS_St_Vincent_de_Paul.pdf

Parish- Invite Parish Priest to visit class to explain the involvement of lay organisations within the parish and diocese.  Children could prepare a list of questions to ask him.
KEY VOCABULARY: diocesan, universal communion, lay organisations,

Class –Class discussion about  the words of Jesus, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” (John 11:25)
Explain to the children that this quote is referring to the promise of eternal life and that Catholics regularly pray for this. Children copy the quote into their religious jotter and reflect on the words of Jesus. Distribute drawing paper to the children. Ask them to fold the paper in half lengthwise and crosswise and open it up. Tell them to draw or trace a three- or four-inch circle in the center where the folds intersect. Ask the children what they think this circle might represent. (host) Instruct the children to write Bread of Life in the circle and then to draw a picture in each of the four sections to show how Jesus nourishes them with his Body and Blood. (gives them life; gives them family; helps them help others; gives them talents to share) When the children have finished, invite them to share and discuss their pictures in small groups.

Class- During November the children will be encouraged to pray for those who have died and especially those awaiting eternal life.  A Book of Remembrance can be set up in the class and children can write in the book any names of family and friends who have passed away. 
	Printed biography and worksheets on Saint Vincent De Paul from suggested website.

Contact Parish Priest to organise visit.

Bibles

Blank White Paper

Art Materials
Teacher/class created book using Art Materials
	The children will have some knowledge of the role of lay organisations in their diocese. 

Children understand that we are offered the promise of eternal life through Jesus.

The children will have some knowledge of Joseph of Aramathia and reflect on the care shown to Jesus after His crucifixion. 




	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment

	
	
	Class - Children will learn to pray the Eternal Rest.

School- Children will participate in class/school assemblies of Remembrance.
Class- Children will listen to the story of Joseph of Aramathia and the women who followed Jesus (Mark 15: 42-47).  Who was Joseph of Aramathia? Why did he help Jesus? Why was it unusual for someone who was crucified to be placed in a tomb? They will be asked to reflect on the respect that was shown to the body of Jesus.  They will write an eye witness account of what happened.

Class-Class discussion about how we show respect to the bodies of those who have died. Some children may have had personal experience of bereavement and will be able to offer more than others to the discussion.  Children will be told that the funeral Rites of the Church respects and cares for the bodies of those who have died.  They should understand the following terms: vigil, liturgy, eulogy, music and the rite of committal.
Information can be found on-line at the following address as well as a match quiz.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/death/chdeathritesrev1.shtml
Key Vocabulary: Funeral rites


	Copies of the prayer Eternal Rest

Bibles

Teacher created writing planner for Eye-witness account
Internet Access
	Children will be aware of the funeral rites administered after death. They will know some of the rituals involved with the celebration of someone’s life who has died. 
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The Sainthood Process

Here are the steps that must be followed in the process of canonisation:

1. A local bishop investigates the candidate's life and writings for evidence of heroic virtue. The information uncovered by the bishop is sent to the Vatican.

2. A panel of theologians and the cardinals of the Congregation for Cause of Saints evaluate the candidate's life.

3. If the panel approves, the pope proclaims that the candidate is venerable, which means that the person is a role model of Catholic virtues.

4. The next step toward sainthood is beatification, which allows a person to be honored by a particular group or region. In order to beatify a candidate, it must be shown that the person is responsible for a posthumous miracle. Martyrs -- those who died for their religious cause -- can be beatified without evidence of a miracle.

5. In order for the candidate to be considered a saint, there must be proof of a second posthumous miracle. If there is, the person is canonised.

These alleged miracles must be submitted to the Vatican for verification.

Once a person is a saint, he or she is recommended to the entire Catholic Church for veneration. Some saints are selected as patron saints, special protectors or guardians over particular occupations, illnesses, churches, countries or causes.
The gifts and the fruits of the Holy Spirit

Which of these are the gifts of the Holy Spirit and are the fruits?


In your group cut out the words and place them into the table on the attached sheet.

Remember – Don’t paste until you have checked your answers. 
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The gifts and the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
	The Gifts of the Holy Spirit


	The Fruits of the Holy Spirit

	
	


Saint Margaret Mary
Use the following website to help answer the questions
http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/kids/saints/1016_margaret.asp
When was Saint Margaret Mary Born?

____________________________________

Where was she born?
_______________________________________

As a child who appeared to her in a vision?
____________________________________

Margaret chose not to marry. What did she choose instead?
_______________________

What did Jesus show to Margaret Mary?
______________________________________

List three examples of the twelve great promises Jesus made to Margaret Mary.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Write a paragraph about what type of person do you think Margaret Mary was. Read the story again carefully to help you pick up on some of her traits, gifts and personality. 
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__________________________________________
__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Saint Theresa
Use the following website to help answer the questions
http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/kids/saints/1001_theresa.asp
What is saint Theresa often called?
_________________________________________
When was she born?
__________________________________

Where was she born?
__________________________________

Which convent did she want to enter and why was she not allowed?
____________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Who did she dare to ask for help in her mission to become a nun?
_____________________

What three words did she use to describe her duty?
_______________________________

What age was she when she died?
________________________

What did she say she would do after her death?
___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Write a paragraph about what type of person do you think Theresa was. Read the story again carefully to help you pick up on some of her traits, gifts and personality. 
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__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
*Try to find out if the rain of flowers was figurative or actual.
Craft & Game Activity: Make N' Play "Catch The Beatitudes"

Who will score the most points? 

Opposing player chooses a number, then player holding the catcher counts out his or her selection while moving the catcher open and closed. 

Opposing player chooses a number again, doing the same. 

The number chosen the third time is the Beatitude to read for that round of play. 

Player holding catcher reads the first part of the Beatitude and the opposing player must say the rest of the beatitude to score a point.
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A House on the Rocks!

An old man sat on a bench in a park. A little boy ran up to him and asked him: "Why do you always look so cheerful and happy?" 

"I made a promise to God when I was a child like you and I've kept it." 
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"What promise was that?" 

"I promised God that I would never complain." 

"How long ago did you promise that?" 

"98 years ago." 

"98! Then you don't have long to go!" 

"Oh, yes I do. I've promised God that I won't complain for the next 100 years!" 
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We all long for that lovely feeling of peace and happiness. The closest to it I can think of is the feeling we get when we are about to go on a long holiday to an exciting place with our best friend. We feel happy, excited, in love with everyone and with the whole world. We feel like we are riding on the wind with the sun on our back and a very blue sea at our feet, and we can't even remember how to spell 'complain'. The problem is that we don't know how to hold on to that feeling. It soon bursts like a balloon in the sun. This is because that feeling is built on is something temporary - our holiday. 

Jesus teaches us how to build up that feeling so that it can survive even if we have to do a lot of things we don't want to do or have things happen to us that we don't like. Because Jesus loves us so much and he wants us to be happy deep inside, not just on the top like the 'holiday happiness', he sat down on the side of a mountain and taught people like us how to get 'supreme happiness'. The word 'Beatitude' means just that - 'supreme happiness' of the lasting kind. Jesus' lesson is kept for us in the Bible (Mt 5-7). 

Jesus said that to be happy there are 8 attitudes that we must practice so that they become part of who we are. Jesus said, happy are the poor in spirit; happy are those who mourn; happy are the meek; happy are those who hunger for what is right; happy are the merciful; happy are the pure in heart; happy are the peacemakers and happy are the persecuted. 
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Now if you are like me, you will say that that is about as clear as thick soup. Especially the bits on being hungry and persecuted! Who wants that? And how can that make you happy? But of course we know that Jesus never lies and he would never say that those people were going to be happy if they weren't. So the only answer is once again (remember the Commandments?) that there must be more to the words of Jesus than what seems to be the case at first glance. Luckily for us, Jesus followed these words with many examples of what people must do so that we could understand exactly what he meant. Let us have a look. 

"Happy are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven". What Jesus was saying was that the people who are humble and know that everything they have comes from God turn to God for everything they need. Also, because they know that everything is given to them by God, they are happy to share what they have. To be poor in spirit you have to really trust God (not just when you are in trouble) and share yourself and what you have with others. In the lessons that follow the Beatitudes, Jesus tells us to try not to want too many things on earth, but to do good because God will store treasure for us in heaven for each of our good deeds on earth. 
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"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted". When you mourn, it means that you feel sorry for something or someone you have lost. Jesus is saying here that we have to feel sorry for the loss of good in the world. God made it good, but we messed things up a bit with thinking of ourselves first. What Jesus wants us to do is to decide against sinning and help others to do the same. Jesus talks about many sins in the lessons that follow. He talks about people who are more interested in money than in loving God and others. He talks about people caring too much about what they want instead of what is good for their families. He also talks about people who want to do bad things to others who hurt them. Jesus says that we must try not to behave like this. He tells us that if we put God and others first, God will reward us in heaven. 

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth". Being meek doesn't mean being a mouse, even if meek does sound a bit like squeak! Being meek means that we treat others with kindness help them and share what we have. In His teachings Jesus teaches us that we must treat others the way we want to be treated. So when we are about to put "me" first, we must stop right there, think of how we want to be treated and then wish that for others. Jesus says that if you do that, God will put you first in heaven. Jesus says that we must also help others who need our help. If we can help in any way, then that is a job that we must do. 
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"Blessed are those who hunger for what is right". You know pretty well what it feels like to be hungry. You want to get some food to take away that empty feeling as quickly as possible. What Jesus is saying here is that in the same way that you want to do something quickly to take away that hungry feeling, you must really want to fix what is wrong around you so that what is right can quickly take its place. If you see someone who is doing something wrong, you must tell them not to. If you see something that is unfair, you should try to find a way to make it fair. Jesus said that we know what is right and wrong from the Ten Commandments and He tells us that it is really important that we know them well and understand them. 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy." This one is easy to understand. Jesus teaches us that if we forgive others quickly, God will also forgive us when we offend Him. Jesus taught us the Lord's Prayer. In that prayer we say "Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us". So we must make sure that we do forgive others, otherwise God will say: "I can't forgive you because you have not forgiven!" make sure you forgive quickly and do not still have that angry feeling inside. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God". Your heart is pure if you always have God in it. If you pray and always try to do what God would want you to do, God will stay in your heart and teach you to see things the way He does. People who are pure in heart keep their minds clean and their heart away from sin. They take care of themselves as the temple of God so that God can live in their souls. God doesn't want to live together with sin in His children. Jesus goes on to teach that we are the light of the world so we must radiate God's goodness. He also teaches that we are like salt. Salt makes food taste good and stops it from going bad. If we are like salt, we help the world to stay good and stop others from trying to make it bad. Jesus also tells us that we must stay close to God by often praying quietly. 
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"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God". Jesus teaches us that fighting is against the will of God. God loves peace because His children can only grow to be what He wants them to be if there is peace. We often think about peace on a grand scale - like the opposite of war. But peace also exists in a smaller but just as important scale. It exists in our hearts and around us in our families and friends. Jesus teaches us that we must always work for peace and justice. When we are children we must try to always keep peace around us and in us by doing what is right and fair. When we are older we must also keep peace around us but we must make sure that we work for peace and for a world that is fair. 

"Blessed are those who are persecuted, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven". When Jesus was speaking there were many, including Himself, who were in danger because powerful people did not want to listen to Jesus. They were mean to Jesus' followers and in the early Church the Christians were killed. It took a lot of courage to be a Christian then. Today, there are still places in the world where people cannot speak openly of their love for Jesus. We have to pray for people who suffer because they love Jesus. But even in our own lives people can be mean to us because we love Jesus and want to do what is right. When friends invite you to the beach and you say that you have to go to Church, they can tease you and call you a 'goody, goody'. Then you must have the courage to say that you want to go to Church and will see them later. Jesus will be very happy and He will reward you in ways that you can't even imagine. 

With these lessons Jesus taught us how to build a lasting happiness like a house built on solid rock. 

Reflections on the Beatitudes

	Reflections on the Beatitudes

Which beatitude do you think relates most to you?

















	Which beatitude makes you feel most uncomfortable? Why do you think this is?
























	Write a few words to Jesus asking to listen more closely to the Beatitudes in the hope of becoming more virtuous. 













November Prayer Service

Primary 5

Theme: Remembrance

Resources: 

· Candle
· Leader’s readings

· Children’s readings
· Reflective music
· Large template of a cross on  wall/ presentation board
· Template for children’s remembrance crosses 
· Template for poppies to construct wreath for  wall/ presentation board

· Music and lyrics of ‘Be still and know that I am God’ 

Remembrance Crosses (see attachment)
Each child will decorate a remembrance cross and will write the name(s) of someone they know who has died. The teacher will prepare a template of a large cross and when invited the children will attach their small cross on the large cross. They might need an adult to assist them in interlocking the crosses.

Wreath of Poppies (see attachment) 
Each child will decorate a poppy.  The poppy can be made out of fabric, tissue paper, coloured in, etc.  The poppies will be displayed in the formation of a wreath with the words ‘We Will Remember Them’ attached.
Leader

Sign of the Cross

Light the candle
Child

We can all remember special times in our life and these are called memories. We all have both sad and happy memories. The sharing of memories is an important part of family, church, school and community life.

Child
November is the time of year when we remember all those who have died and have been welcomed by Jesus into the light of heaven. Let us pause for a minute and remember our family and friends who have died and are living for ever with Jesus. 
Leader
A reading from a letter of Saint Paul (based on 1 Thessalonians4; 13-18) 

We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for all those who love Jesus.  When they die, God will bring them with him.  When we die we will meet the Lord in heaven, and stay with him for ever.
This is the Word of the lord

All
Thanks be to God
Child
Let us pray for all those who have died and live together in heaven with Jesus and all the saints.  We ask God to bless them as we say: May they live for ever with the saints
All
May they live for ever with the saints.

Child


God loves all our granddads and grannies who have died.

All
May they live for ever with the saints.

Child
God loves all the member of our families who have died.

All
May they live for ever with the saints.

Child
God loves all our friends and neighbours who have died
All
May they live for ever with the saints.

Child
God loves all the names on our special crosses who have died.

All
May they live for ever with the saints.

Placing of the Crosses

Reflective music is played as each child places his/her cross on the large cross.

Prayer for Those who Mourn

Leader 
Gentle God,

You love all of us.

Wipe away the tears of those who are sad

And help all of us to remember Jesus 

Who died and rose from the dead.

May we live for ever with Jesus 

and be happy for ever.

Amen 

Child
November is also the time of year when we remember all those who sacrificed their lives for us during wars.  The Armistice that marked the end of the fighting in the First World War was signed on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918.   During that war hundreds of thousands of soldiers died.
Remembrance Sunday is held on the second Sunday in November, which is usually the Sunday nearest to 11th November.  Special services are held at war memorials and churches all over Britain.
Child
A special national ceremony takes place at the Cenotaph in London. There, a big parade is attended by members of the Royal Family, the Government and men and women who have served in the armed forces.  There is usually a 2 minutes silence so that people can remember the brave men and women who died in the First World War, the Second World War and in other wars that have happened since.  It is a way of remembering not only past events but also the suffering that war continues to bring to the world today.
Child

Some of the worst fighting in World War 1 took place in Flanders in western Belgium.  Fields of colourful red poppies grew over the mud and destruction of Flanders.  Artificial poppies are worn as a symbol of remembrance and wreaths of poppies are placed on war memorials.  Let us now hold a minutes silence to remember all those who gave their lives in war.
Leader
They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow 
 Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

 At the going down of the sun and in the morning

 We will remember them.
All

We will remember them

Leader
Now we will end with a traditional prayer for the dead.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen.
Child
Thank you for joining us in our act of remembrance today.  

Please join in as we sing ‘Be still and know that I am God’.





Themes:


1. What is a Saint?


2. Catholic Christian Community


3. Remembrance


















































Inscription for Poppy Wreath Remembrance Assembly





Templates of Poppies for Remembrance Assembly





Templates of Crosses for Remembrance Assembly





Wonder and Awe





Love





Joy





Peace





Reverence





Patience





Kindness





Knowledge





Goodness





Trustfulness





Courage





Right Judgment





Gentleness





Understanding





Self Control





Wisdom
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