Month / Season: May    




Class: Primary 7





Level: Second
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 2-21b
I recognise the contribution of other Christian Churches to Jesus’ Kingdom. I have explored ecumenical action and reflected upon its impact in the world. 

 
	I have studied the life of Brother Roger of Taize and I am aware of the work of the community who live there. 


	*The class altar should be changed in preparation for the month of May. 

Class – Explain to the children that they are going to be learning about Brother Roger of Taize.  Explain that the Taize community run youth camps throughout the world.  Show the children the following You Tube movie about Brother Roger and his legacy.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMx3qXvdG8o
The children will complete the Brother Taize fact file (attached to planner) using the Internet. The following clip of Brother Taize is of him explaining why young people come to his youth camp. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2y8z-77jPs
 Explain to the children to include the following: His birth, death, nationality, religion, his achievements, his death, the Taize order today and its youth camps including what purpose they serve to the young people who visit.
A front cover for the children’s fact file is attached to the planner. 

Class – What is meditation? Explain to the children that mediation is a way of being at peace with oneself. It is like a chant, focusing prayer, bringing calmness. 
Listen to some Taize chants with the children. Perhaps these could be played as the children complete tasks or as part of service or mass. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4Svh-9ohg4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzTo-8pusSQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkivkORaeJA

Explain to the children that they are to work in groups using a glockenspiel or xylophone. Their chant should be a repeated phrase that they have come up with to help them focus in prayer. Finished compositions could be performed in class or at a school assembly. 
	Internet


Front cover for Fact File and internet access for the children. 

Musical Instruments
 Internet 
	The children will know who Brother Roger of Taize and have an understanding of the Taize Community.

The children will create their own Taize chant which they will perform for their peers. 


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God

RERC 2‐15a 
I can recognise Mary's significance within the Catholic tradition and I know that celebrating her feast days and praying to God through Mary can enrich my life.

	I am aware that local Churches work together to prepare for the fulfilment of the Kingdom of God and I can identify ways in which my local parish collaborates with other Christian Churches. 

I know the feast day of the Assumption is celebrated on 15th August and this is a Holyday of Obligation. I am beginning to understand that the feast day celebrates Mary’s

Assumption (being taken up), body and soul into Heaven, at the end of her life on earth.
I can list, and I am beginning to understand, the significance of the major feast days of Mary celebrated in the Catholic Church:

1 January ‐ Mother of God 11 February ‐ Our Lady of Lourdes 25 March ‐ Annunciation 15th August ‐ The Assumption of Mary

8 September ‐ Our Lady’s birthday 7 October ‐ Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 8 December ‐ Immaculate Conception

I know the Hail Holy Queen and the Luminous Mysteries (Mysteries of Light) of the Rosary.  I recognise that these mysteries come from the gospel accounts of Jesus’ ministry.
	Class – To achieve this outcome the teacher will need to contact their parish priest to ask ways in which their Church collaborates with other Christian Churches.  It might be a good idea to invite the priest in to discuss this with the children.

One example that could be discussed with the children is Remembrance Sunday. On this day locally and nationally churches come together to pay respect to those who lost their lives from all religious communities. 
Class – Discuss the meaning of ‘A Holiday of Obligation’. What is the root word in ‘obligation’? We are obliged to attend mass. Ask one of the children to look up this word in the dictionary. 

Discuss that it is stated in Canon Law (The law of the Catholic Church) that Catholics should attend mass on these days; this may at times include workdays. 

We believe that there are some days which are very special and we should all celebrate together on these days. Ask the children if they can name some of the days they might consider important enough to be a ‘Holiday of Obligation’. 

They seven days are:

· The birth of Jesus (Christmas Day)

· the baby Jesus being shown to the rest of the world (Epiphany)

· Jesus going up to heaven (the Ascension)

· the Body and Blood of Jesus (Corpus Christi)

· Mary, the mother of Jesus, is received into heaven (the Assumption)

· Saints Peter and Paul

· All Saints
As this is the month of May we are going to be looking at the feast of the Assumption. Although the feast day is not until August 15th, during the month of May we focus on the life of Mary. Using the following website ask the children to complete the attached worksheet asking how the Feast of the Assumption is celebrated in other parts of the world. http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1142
Class: Teacher leads the class in praying the Hail Holy Queen.
Class: Teacher revises the Luminous Mysteries  of the Rosary with the class:
· The Baptism of Jesus

· The Wedding Feast at Cana

· The Proclamation of the Kingdom
· The Transfiguration
· The Institution of the Eucharist
Class: Teacher leads the class in praying the rosary.
Class: Children are given the opportunity to lead a communal rosary.  They could visit younger class in the school and lead them in praying the rosary.

Class: Teacher explains to the class the the hymn Salve Regina is written in Latin and when translated into English contains the words of the prayer Hail Holy Queen.  Salve Regina is usually recited at the end of the rosary and normally takes the form of a chant.  Teacher teaches the children to sing Salve Regina (lyrics attached to planner).
Available: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAmydVsNMqM
(This is a Gregorian chant sung by Benedictine monks)
Class: Children should be given the opportunity to plan, organise and lead a Marian Assembly.  This could be celebrated with their parents or with the school community.  The children will choose the readings, the prayers and the hymns.  They could also invite the school chaplain along to help them celebrate.

	Teacher to contact Parish Priest.

Dictionaries

Feast of Mary Worksheet attached to the planner

Internet

Lyrics of Salve Regina
Bible

Hymn books

Art materials
	The children will be able to give examples of ways in which the Christian Community work collaboratively.
The children will understand what a ‘Holiday of Obligation’ is?

The children will be aware of the feasts of Mary and have a deeper understanding of the feast of the Assumption.  
Children can lead a communal rosary.

Children can sing Salve Regina.

Children will lead a Marion assembly.


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 2-24a
I have considered ways in which the Catholic and Christian community works together to show care for the world and for the needs of all people. I have reflected on the implications of this for my life and that of others. 

	I know why Mary is honoured as the model of all Christians.

I can recognise some icons and images of Mary and identify the symbols therein (e.g. Mother of God, Mary of Perpetual help, Our Lady of Czestochowa, Our Lady of Lourdes and Fatima. 
I know that, through Baptism, I have been initiated into Christ and into His Church and that, as a Catholic and a Christian, I am called to witness Jesus’ love for the poor and marginalised. 
 
	Class – Why do we honour Mary? It is important to remember the vitally important role that she played. How instrumental she was. Ask the children to think of adjectives they would use to describe Mary. 
i.e. brave, meek, gentle, loving, caring etc.  Teacher discusses with the children the stories of Our Lady of Lourdes and Fatima and why Mary is honoured at these sites.
Class –Teacher discusses with the children the ‘Medals Honouring Mary Worksheet’ which is attached to the planner. Ask the children if they know what each medal represents. Why are there so many? How can Mary have so many different titles? 

The children should design their own medal honouring Mary. 

Class – In our last lesson we looked at different medals honouring Mary. Today we are going to learn the story behind one of those medals. 
Our Lady of Czestochowa. The children will read the story of Our Lady of Czestochowa (attached to planner) and create a storyboard telling of the travels of this famous painting. Storyboard template attached to planner.
KEY VOCABULARY: The Assumption, Holyday of Obligation, assumed body and soul into heaven, Mother of God, Our Lady of Lourdes, Annunciation, Our Lady’s Birthday, Our Lady of the Rosary,

Immaculate Conception.
Class – Explain to the children that you are going to revisit the sacrament of Baptism. Watch the following clip of a Baptism on You Tube.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LB5zL2apiw
Ask the children to look for the 4 symbols of Baptism as they watch the short film. Don’t tell them what they are at this point. 
· oil , white garments, water, candle

Ask the children to recall what each of these represent. 

Water is the central symbol of baptism. Because water is essential to all life, the water of baptism symbolises the life-giving grace that sustains those who have become children of God. 
Oil is used twice in the ceremony. Before the baptism, the child’s breast is smeared with the oil of catechumens as a sign of healing and strengthening. Afterwards the crown of the head is anointed with perfumed chrism as a symbol of joy and thanksgiving. 
The white garment with which the newly baptised is then clothed symbolises their new life in Christ and is "the outward sign of Christian dignity".
A baptismal candle is lit from the paschal candle beside the font and presented to the new member as a sign of the light of Christ.
	Medals Honouring Mary Worksheet attached to the planner. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Worksheet and storyboard template attached to the planner. 
Internet 
Symbols of Baptism Sheet attached to the planner


	The children will understand that Mary is honored as a model Christian. 
The children will have a deeper understanding of how in baptism we were called to be witnesses to Christ. 


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	
	I recognise the value of prayer and action in Christian life. 

Having studied the life of St Therese of Lisieux, the patron saint of the missions, I can recognise the powerful part which contemplative prayer plays in the active and missionary life of the Church.
	Attached to the planner there are strips of images of the signs of Baptism. Ask the children to cut out the image and write beside it a description of each. 
Class – Split the class into groups and reciprocally read the passage about St Isidore of Seville. Ask the children to come up with five challenging and interesting questions to swap with the other groups. Answers should be written into their jotters. 
How is Saint Isidore bear witness to Christ by showing Jesus’ love to the poor and marginalised? Discuss the word ‘marginalised’. Who in today’s world are ‘marginalised’? (People who are excluded from society). 

Below are two short internet movies that the children can watch which focus on inclusion. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B--AkM0I0h8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y74xmAW7wRA
Explain to the children that they are going to reflect on the following:

Reflection: In my own small way, what can I do to make the world a better place today? 
Ask the children to write in their jotter an answer to this reflection. They should make it something which is do-able. i.e. prayer, fund-raising, active charity work.  
The children should create a poster reminding Christians that we are witnesses to Christ and should always be inclusive and loving to all in society. 

Homework – Set the children a homework task of writing a biography or a timeline documenting the life of St Therese of Lisieux. 

	St Isidore or Seville reading attached to planner. 

Internet

Homework guide to be completed by the teacher. 
	The children will have an understanding of the life of St Isidore of Seville and how he helped the marginalized and poor. 

The children will create a chronologically correct timeline about the life of St Theresa of Lisieux. 


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	
	I have been given opportunities to reflect on the narrative of Martha and Mary (Luke 10:38-42). 


	Class- Martha and Mary are two of Scripture’s extraordinary women.  In some ways they were as different as night and day, but they shared a profound love for the Lord Jesus Christ that brought them together in harmonious unity.  Read Luke 10:38-42. 

Have you ever had lots of jobs to do? Would it be fair if you had to do the chores at home alone or complete jobs which were those of your brothers and sisters? What lesson can we learn from this story? 
Complete the worksheets attached to the planner ‘Making Time’ and ‘Martha’s Important Choices’. 
* Pentecost is a movable feast so should be checked on the liturgical calendar. If the feast falls in May please refer to first lessons of the June Planner.
	Bibles

Making Time and Martha’s Important Choices worksheets attached to the planner. 
	The children will have an understanding of the story Martha and Mary Luke 10:38-42 and its message. 


Brother Roger of Taize
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Fact File By

_____________________________________________
Celebrating the Feast of the Assumption
Using the following website investigate how different countries celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. You will need to plot the country on the map below and fill in the box with a short description of the local customs. Remember to write the name of the country on the line before beginning. http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1142
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Medals Honouring Mary
Below are some examples of existing medals which honour Mary. Discuss in your groups the following:
· Why does Mary have so many different titles?

· Can anyone explain the stories behind any of the medals depicted?

· Do you own a medal of Mary? Why would someone want to own one?

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]Circle the things you
would find at a Baptism




[image: image9.jpg]Design online at
ren ot .k fenigaty:




In the space below design your own medal honouring Mary.

Our Lady of Czestochowa
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Northeast of the ancient city of Krakow, Poland, is the small town of Czestochowa. To every Pole the name means but one thing – Mary’s Sanctuary. On a nearby hill – the Bright Hill, Jasna Gora in Polish – the Monks of St Paul the Hermit have a monastery. In the chapel of Our Lady in their monastery church, is the famous painting of the Blessed Virgin. This painting of the Mother of God holding the Child Jesus in her arms, bears the title, Our Lady of the Bright Hill (Jasna Gora) she is the Patroness and Protectress of the Poles; the Queen of the Crown in Poland. 

The history of Our Lady of Czestochowa is the history of Poland. Traditional holds that this picture of Mary was painted by St Luke the Evangelist on a table which was taken from the house of the Holy Family to the house of St John, by Mary, after the crucifixion. It is thought that it was made by Jesus and His father, Joseph. 

It was the Christians of Jerusalem who presented this picture to St Helen, the mother of Constantine. She in turn gave it to her son and so it was put in his palace at Constantinople. The salvation of this city while besieged by the Saracens was ascribed to Our Lady’s intercession. The Byzantine Emperors showed great devotion for this picture and were able to hide it during the Iconoclast (breaking of images) persecution, thus saving it from destruction at the hands of the heretics who tried to destroy all statues and images. In 989, upon the marriage of Princess Anna, the sister of the Emperor, to Prince Vladimir of Kiev, the picture of Our Lady of Czestochowa was a wedding gift taken to her, to the Ukraine. 

In the fourteenth century the picture was again in danger due to the Tartar raids. In a dream the wish of Our Lady was made known to Prince Ladislaus of Opol and in fulfillment of it, the holy image was taken to Jasna Gora. At that time the monks of St Paul the Hermit were invited to come from Hungary and be the custodians of the shrine. During the Hussite persecution, heretic s plundered the monastery and the church. They hurled the precious image of Our Lady of Czestochowa to the ground and it was broken into three pieces. But when they tried to carry it off, the wagon bearing the image could not be moved. In rage one of them drew a sword and struck Our Lady’s cheek twice. As he raised his arm a third time he fell dead on the spot. Seeing this, his comrades fled in terror. 

Under King Ladislaus II of Poland a commission of artists restored the painting but no effort on their part could remove the sword strokes which remain to this day. These artists at the time placed a silver background over the upper part of the picture on which five scenes were engraved. These are: the Annunciation, the Adoration of the Christ child, the Scourging at the Pillar, Christ mocked by the soldiers, and St Barbara, to whom Poles had a great devotion. 

The Kings of Poland were especially devoted to Our Lady of the Bright Hill; at her shrine they, with their people sought intercession in all needs of the nation. In danger from the Turks, during invasion by Swedes, under siege by Prussians, Austrians and Russians, after the partition of Poland in 1795, during the German invasion of 1939, and today under Communism, the hearts of Poles have ever turned to Our Queen. Her shrine at Jasna Gora is for them a symbol of their faith and hope. 

On May 7, 1957, Polish Catholics entered the first year of the “GREAT NOVENA” as their nine-year program of prayer is called. It was in 1956 that a million Polish pilgrims visited the shrine and out of that pilgrimage grew the Jasna Gora Vow, to prepare for the 1000 anniversary of Poland’s conversion, known as the Sacred Millennium, by nine years of prayer and work for a Christian life. Thus today, even though the picture of Our Lady of Czestochowa is framed in somber black, the Polish Catholics turn once aging to Mary and hold themselves loyal subjects of the Queen of the Crown of Poland, Our Lady of Jasna Gora or Czestochowa. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa
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Salve Regina

Salve, Regina, mater misericordiae: 
Vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamamus, exsules, filii hevae. 
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes 
in hac lacrimarum valle. 
Eia ergo, Advocata nostra, 
illos tuos misericordes oculos 
ad nos converte. 
Et Iesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui, 
nobis, post hoc exsilium ostende. 
O clemens: O pia: O dulcis 
Virgo Maria.


Symbols of Baptism - Resource sheet

	

	


	


	


	


 St. Isidore of Seville
Feast Day: April 04 
Born: 556 :: Died: 636 




Isidore was born at Cartagena, in Spain although their family was originally from Rome. His parents Severianus and Theodora were very pious and good. As a result, two of Isidore's older brothers, Leander and Fulgentius, became bishops and saints, too. Their sister, Florentina, who was a nun, is also a saint. 

As a child, Isidore received a very good education. His older brother Leander raised Isidore as their father had died. Little Isidore was not a very good student at first and thought Leander was just about the meanest person in the whole world because he pushed Isidore to do his lessons. 

He taught Isidore that we can do so much good for Jesus' Church when we take our education seriously. Finally, Isidore went to Jesus with his problem and became one of the most learned men of his time. Then he realized that Leander loved him and had really been a wonderful friend. 

Isidore lived long before the Council of Trent, which started seminaries (schools) to train priests. St. Isidore thought that every diocese should have a seminary and a Catholic school for higher learning. Many years later, both of his dreams came true when the great Catholic universities as well as seminaries were started. 

Isidore first became a priest and then was made the bishop of Seville, Spain. This is where he made a huge difference to the Church of his time. He was bishop of Seville for thirty-seven years. During that time, he took up the work of the previous bishop, his brother, St. Leander. These two brothers helped teach the Visigoth Arians about Jesus and they were gladly baptized in the Catholic Church. 

St. Isidore was a good organizer and was asked to direct two important Church meetings called Councils. The first was in Seville, Spain, in 619, and the other in Toledo, Spain, in 633. These Councils helped the Church be more united. 

This saint wrote many books, too. He wrote a history of Goths and a history of the world beginning with creation. He wrote a rule for religious orders. He wrote about Bible heroes and heroines. He even wrote a dictionary and an encyclopedia. 

Bishop Isidore was always available for his people. The poor of Seville knew they could go to him for help. There was a long queue of people in need every day, at the bishop's house. Isidore prayed and led a life of sacrifice, too. He really was a holy and much loved bishop. He died in 636. 

Reflection: In my own small way, what can I do to make the world a better place today? 
Making Time




Themes:


1. Brother Roger of Taize & Christian Communities


2. Devotion to Mary


3. Being a Witness to Christ


4. Mary & Martha
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1. It is believed that St Luke painted the image on a table made by St. Joseph for the home of the Holy family.





6. The Kings of Poland turned to the shrine of Our Lady when they sought intercession for the needs of their country.
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