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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 1-18a

I know some of the signs and symbols related to Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding

to help me explore the themes of these celebrations.
Hours of God
RERC 1-14a
I recognise the importance of personal prayer and communal prayer in the growth of all people’s relationship with God.

I know a number of traditional Catholic prayers and I have developed an understanding of the meaning of these prayers. 
I have participated in different approaches to, and experiences of, prayer.
I can describe how prayer is an important part of the liturgical and devotional life of the Church.
I have reflected on how all of these are different ways of worshipping God.

	I know that the main liturgical colours used by the Church are: green during Ordinary time; purple during Advent and Lent and white for Christmas and Eastertide.
I have participated with my class in dressing the class altar in these colours.

In lighting the candles on the Advent wreath week by week, I am developing my understanding of Advent, as a season of preparation and waiting for Christmas.
I have learnt by heart the following prayers: 

Our Father, Glory Be, Hail Mary, Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Grace Before/After Meals and I can use these in my class and in my personal prayer. 

During class prayer times, I can contribute to prayers of thanksgiving to God for the good things in my life and world.

I can sit quietly for a few moments praying to God in my heart – listening and talking to God, thanking him and asking for his help.
I can use gestures and movements as types of prayer (e.g. kneeling, clapping, raising arms, genuflecting, and bowing).

I can take part in a simple prayer service led by my teacher or chaplain.


	Class: - Teacher shows class the liturgical wheel and explains the significance of the colours. Teacher explains that Advent is a time when we are waiting for Christmas and the birth of Baby Jesus and emphasises that the liturgical colour during Advent is purple and the liturgical colour for Christmastide is white.  Children colour in blank liturgical wheel.

Advent is the Season that includes four Sundays preceding Christmas. The Advent Season marks the beginning of the Liturgical Calendar. It always begins in late November or early December. On November 30th or on the Sunday that is the closest to this date, the Catholic Church begins the Liturgical Season of Advent. Advent ends on December 24th before the evening prayer of Christmas.
Christmastide lasts 12 days, beginning on Christmas Eve (December 24th) and continues to the Feast of Epiphany (January 6th).
A useful website is http://www.catholicdoors.com/courses/liturgy.htm
Class: - Children dress class altar in colours appropriate to Advent followed by Christmastide.
Class: - Teacher shows class and Advent wreath or a picture of an Advent wreath and explains the significance of the candles (advent wreath notes are attached to planner). Children colour in the Advent wreath worksheet.
School: - Children participate in school Advent assemblies where the Advent wreath is lit.
Parish: - Children visit local Catholic church to view how the priest and parishioners prepare the church during Advent or the local priest could visit the class and the children could ask him questions about this.
Class: - Teacher asks class to name any prayers that they say in school, at home or during mass.  The formal prayers to be learned and used in Primary 2 are:
· Sign of the Cross
· Our Father

· Glory be to the Father

· Hail Mary

· Morning and  Night Prayer

· Grace before and after Meals (Veritas)

· Act of Sorrow (Veritas)

· Simple Mass Responses

Over a period of time the teacher will help the children to develop a greater understanding of these prayers by discussing the words and asking the children to reflect on why we pray some prayers at certain times of the day.

Class: - Teacher asks the children - What are we doing when we pray?

Can you only pray using the words of prayers that we know?   Teacher leads the children to understand that when we pray we are talking to God and listening to God and we can speak to him in our own words.  Children are given the opportunity to write a class prayer of thanksgiving thanking God for all the wonderful things he has given us.  The teacher will take their suggestions and write them in the form of a prayer on the whiteboard.  On completion the prayer will be printed/written and the children participate in its decoration. This class prayer could be displayed on the class altar and prayed at an appropriate time during the school day.
Class: - Teacher encourages the children to suggest other ways of talking and listening to God, e.g. though singing hymns, reading stories about Jesus or sitting quietly and praying to God.  Teacher explains that prayer is a very important part of the life of the Church and there are special prayers for different times of the year and for different occasions.  Show the class the Liturgical Wheel and talk about different prayers that might be said at different times of the year e.g. Easter. 
Class: - Teacher discusses with children how we all use gestures to display how we are feeling.  We wave to say goodbye – we shake hands to say hello, we clap to show we have enjoyed something.  Ask children for other suggestions.  Teacher explains that there are two gestures we use to show respect and are also a form of prayer/praise.  One is to bow and the other is to genuflect.  Bowing the head is a sign of respect used when we hear the name of Jesus or when we pray.   

Teacher demonstrates bowing.   Genuflecting, where the right knee is lowered to the ground is a sign of deep respect and is especially reserved for the Blessed Sacrament.  You should always genuflect before entering or leaving your pew or seat in the church because Jesus is present on the altar.
Children practice bowing and genuflecting.
Children participate in a prayer service  incorporating what they have learned about praying – formal prayers – class prayer – decorating altar – hymns - bowing the head - genuflecting  etc.

KEY VOCABULARY: Prayers of thanksgiving, talking to God, listening to God, genuflect, prayer service

	Liturgical Wheels
(attached to planner)
Internet
Purple Altar Cloth 

White Altar Cloth

Advent Wreath Notes/Worksheet  (attached to planner)
Whiteboard and writing material

Liturgical wheel (attached to planner)

Table – altar cloth, candles – flowers – bible etc.
	Children show an understanding that the Church uses purple for Advent and white for Christmastide
Children demonstrate a  deeper understanding of the meaning of the Primary 2  formal prayers 

Through discussion children show they understand that there are different ways of worshiping God.

By their actions, children demonstrate that they can bow and genuflect at the appropriate occasions.




	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God
RERC 1‐15a 
I can honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother. I can share why we honour her.
	I can participate in the setting up of a prayer space, in honour of Mary, in my classroom – especially during Advent.

	Class: - Teacher discusses with the children different ways of honouring Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother e.g. saying special prayers to Mary, singing hymns to Mary. Teacher tells the children that during Advent the class altar will be set up in honour of Mary.   Teacher places a statue of Mary and/or pictures of Mary on the class altar.  The children are told that at noon each day everyone in the school will stop to pray a special prayer to Mary called The Angelus.  Teacher explains to the children that the Angelus means Angels and that Mary is in Heaven with all the angels and has a special title -   Queen of the Angels.  Teacher shows children a picture portraying Mary as Queen of the Angel.  Every day at noon the class will stop what they are doing and pray a Hail Mary.
 
	Statue of Mary and/or pictures of Mary

Picture of Mary as Queen of the Angels

(attached to planner)
	Children develop a deeper understanding of honouring Mary.



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Son of God

RERC 1‐05a 
I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.
In P2 we will focus particularly on the place of Mary and the shepherds in the Christmas narrative. 

GLP

HWB 1-45a

I know that there are people in our lives who

care for and look after us and I am aware that

people may be cared for by parents, carers

and other adults

HWB 1-51a

I am able to show an awareness of the tasks

required to look after a baby.

	GLP
I can think about ways in which Mary and Joseph had to prepare for the birth of Jesus (the Nativity.

I can consider the joyful preparations people make when waiting for a new birth.

I know that the Angel Gabriel brought God’s special message to Mary, asking her to be the mother of God’s Son and I can recognise that Mary said ‘Yes’ to God.
I know that one of these ways was Mary visiting her cousin Elizabeth –the Visitation (Luke 1: 39‐45).
GLP
I recognise that the baby, Jesus, was part of a human family (Mary, his mother and Joseph, his foster father), and that they are known as the Holy Family.

I can hear, (read) and recount the story of the shepherds (Luke 2: 8‐20).
I know that the angels referred to the new baby as ‘saviour’ and ‘Christ the Lord.’
I know that the angels and shepherds, heaven and earth, rejoiced together at Jesus’ birth, and I know that when we pray, especially at Mass, earth and heaven rejoice together.
I can recognise that we sing the angels’ song – the Gloria ‐ at Mass (Luke 2: 14).
I am able to sing a simple version of the Gloria.

	Class: - Teacher explains to the class that at Christmas time we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Mary and Joseph had to prepare for the birth of Jesus. Where did they have to go?  What did Mary travel on?  Do you think they were excited about the birth of Jesus?  Why did they have to rest in a stable? Where did Jesus sleep?  Did they have clothes for Jesus?  Teacher explains to the children that during Advent just like Mary and Joseph we are preparing for Christmas.   Are you excited?  What do we give each other at Christmas time?  What happens in school?  What do you send through the post to your family and friends?  What decorations do you put up at home?   How is the Church decorated for Christmas?   Children colour the background of their Advent Calendar worksheet and colour in a number each day during the days in December leading up to Christmas Day. 
Class: - Teacher explains to class that when a family is waiting for the birth of a baby they are full of joy and have lots of things to prepare?  Can they think what these might be? e.g. choosing a name, painting a bedroom, buying baby clothes.  Children complete Preparing for a Baby Worksheet.
Home: - Children ask at home if they can bring into school something that they used as a baby or a photograph of themselves as a baby. There will be a show and tell session in class with the items brought in.
Class: - Teacher explains to the children that the Angel Gabriel gave Mary the good news that she was going to be the mother of Jesus.  The Angel Gabriel spoke these words to Mary, “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,” Discuss with the children how Mary must have felt to be told this news by an angel.  Ask the children where they have heard these words before?  Children pray the Hail Mary.  Children read and colour in the first pages of their- Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook which recalls The Annunciation.

Class: - Teacher reads from the bible Luke 1: 39‐45 and discusses with children how happy Elizabeth was when she heard the good news that Mary was going to be the mother of Jesus.  Emphasise the words spoken by Elizabeth to Mary, “You are the most blessed of all women and blessed is the child you will bear.”  Discuss with children the meaning of the word blessed.  Children pray the Hail Mary and teacher points out that the word blessed is used twice in the prayer and how the Hail Mary recalls the words of Elizabeth to Mary.  Children read and colour in the second page of their Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook which recalls The Visitation.
Class: - Teacher shows children figures or pictures of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus and sets up a nativity scene with figures on or near the class altar.  Teacher discusses that Joseph cared for Mary after she was told the good news that she was going to be the mother of the son of God.  When baby Jesus was born, Joseph loved him and cared for him as if he was his own son and so we call Joseph the foster father of Jesus.  Jesus, Mary his mother and Joseph his foster father are known as the Holy Family.   Children read and colour in the third page of their Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook titled The Nativity.
Class: - Teacher discusses with class the rosary and how we pray this special prayer to Mary.  Teacher tells the children that the stories about Mary that they have been listening to in class are part of the joyful Mysteries because they are all events that caused great joy or happiness to Mary. Teacher tells them the names of the five joyful mysteries:
· The Annunciation

· The Visitation

· The nativity

· The Presentation

· The Finding of Jesus in the Temple 

Children gather round the Mary altar and pray an Our Father, a Hail Mary and a Glory be to the Father.

Class: - Teacher reads from the bible Luke 2: 8‐20 and discusses the story of the shepherds with the children.  What were the shepherds doing on the hills?  Who appeared to them?  What news did the angels tell the shepherds?  What special names did the shepherds call baby Jesus?    What did the shepherds decide to do? Where did the Shepherds go?  
Who did they find in Bethlehem?  What did they say to Mary and Joseph?  How did Mary feel?  Children read and colour in the fourth page of their Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook titled The Shepherds in the Fields.
Class: - Teacher adds figures or pictures of shepherds to the nativity scene.  Children participate in an art activity and make shepherds and sheep.   Instructions and templates for both these activities are attached to the planner.
Class: - Teacher reads to the class from the bible Luke 2: 14:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased.”   Teacher discusses with the class that after the angel told the shepherds the good news, an army of angels appeared in the sky singing out the good news.  The teacher asks the class to imagine a choir of angels appearing in the sky - What would it look like?  What would it sound like?  Who would be listening to them?  What message were they singing about?  Teacher explains that on the night Jesus was born both the shepherds on earth and the angels in heaven rejoiced.  We also rejoice in his birth and celebrate the birth of Jesus every Christmas.  Children read and colour in the final page of their Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook titled The Angels Bring the Good News.

Class: - Teacher adds figures or pictures of angels to the nativity scene.  Children participate in an art activity to make angels.   There are two templates available and instructions and templates are attached to the planner.
Class: - Teacher explains to the children that every time we pray, especially at mass, earth and heaven rejoice together.   Remind the children about the shepherds and the angels rejoicing at the birth of Jesus.  Ask children if they can remember the song of the angels- “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased.”  Teacher explains that this is called The Gloria and every time we go to mass we pray the Gloria.  Teacher tells the children that  at mass the Gloria can either be sung or said and teaches them the words from The Order of the Mass- Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good will.  Teacher teaches them how to sing this part of the Gloria.  

Teacher then reads out the next part of the Gloria-
We praise you,

We bless you,

We adore you,

 we glorify you,

 we give thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.
Children respond with -Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good will.  Children will sing the Gloria gathered round the nativity scene.
Teacher asks the children to name all the words that praise God e.g. praise, adore and explains that  when we say/sing the words of the Gloria 
at mass, heaven and earth are rejoicing at the birth of Jesus.
School/Parish: - Children participate in praying/singing the Gloria at mass.
KEY VOCABULARY: Mary, shepherds, Christmas, Rosary, Joyful Mystery, Angel Gabriel, Mother of God, Annunciation, Visitation, Hail Mary, Saviour, Holy Family, rejoice, Gloria, Mass,

	Advent Calendar worksheet (attached to planner
Preparing for a Baby Worksheet (attached to planner)
GLP
God’s Loving Plan CD, Primary 2, Worksheets 6 & 7

Advent programme: Advent symbols

Christmas story resources

Lanarkshire RSHP Pack Primary 2 page 31
Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook 

(attached to planner)
Bible

Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook 

(attached to planner)
Figure or Pictures of baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook 

(attached to planner)
Bible

Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook 

(attached to planner)
Shepherd Figures/ Pictures

Shepherd and  Sheep Templates  (attached to planner)
Art Materials

Bible

Mary the Mother of Jesus Is Our Mother Too Workbook 

(attached to planner)
Angel Figures/ Pictures

Angel Templates  (attached to planner)
Art Materials

The Order of the Mass


	Children demonstrate an awareness that Mary and Joseph had to prepare for the birth of Jesus.

Children show an understanding that Jesus was part of a human family and can name the members of the Holy Family.

Children know that the angels referred to baby Jesus as ‘saviour’ and ‘Christ the Lord’
Children demonstrate an understanding that both heaven and earth rejoiced in the birth of Jesus by recounting the story of the shepherd and the angels.

Children develop an understanding that at mass both heaven and earth rejoice at the birth of Jesus.

Children can recognise and sing the Gloria.



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 1‐20a
 I know that I have been called by God to grow in love, justice and peace in my relationships with others.
	I have been introduced to the concept of justice and can apply this to my own life by playing fairly with my classmates and by sharing in many different ways.
I have listened to the story of Jesus and the children (Mark 10: 13-16), and I know that Jesus treated everyone fairly and wants me to try and do the same.
I know that I can show love of God by loving those around me and with guidance from my teacher, I am learning that when I fail to show love I can

start again.

	Class: - Teacher discusses with the children games they enjoy playing in the playground e.g. hide and seek, skipping.  What makes these games fun?  Would it be fun playing them on your own?  Who makes up the rules for the games?  Why do you have rules for games? What happens if someone does not stick to the rules?  Teacher leads the discussion to the importance of caring for others and playing fairly.  Children complete Caring and Acting Fairly Worksheet.
Class: - Teacher reminds children that when they were younger they were baptised.  Ask children if they have ever been to a baptism.  Who was being baptised?  What did the baby wear?  Who were the Godparents? What did the priest say?  What did the priest do?  Teacher explains that baptism is o sacrament.  Do they know any other sacraments?  e.g. confirmation,   Teacher  explains that the sacraments help us to respond to God’s call to love and act justly.  God wants us to love everyone, to care for others and to act fairly but sometimes we find it hard and so he has given us the sacraments to help us.  Teacher explains to the children that for a named period of time, adults in the school will be watching them in the school playground, in class and around the school building.  Children who show that they are caring for others and acting fairly will be awarded a special certificate.
KEY VOCABULARY: love
	Caring and Acting Fairly Worksheet(attached to planner)
Certificates (attached to planner)
	Children demonstrate by their actions that they are responding to God’s call to love and act justly.
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Teacher Notes on the Advent Wreath

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. 

The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week represents one thousand years, to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Saviour. Three candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead. 

The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day adaptations include a white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose candles with four white candles, which will be lit throughout Christmas season. 

Mary Queen of the Angels
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Preparing for the Birth of a Baby 

Can you match the correct word underneath the picture?
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of the Lord, who told them where to find Him.
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Shepherd Template

Sheep Template



Instructions for Shepherd & Sheep Template
Instructions - Shepherd
You will need: 

· A cardboard tube or stiff cardboard formed in a cylindrical shape

· A copy of the shepherd template on thin card

· Glue 

· Scissors

· Art materials

· 1. Colour the pieces as appropriate and cut them out.

· 2. Glue the large rectangular piece around a cardboard tube.

· 3. Glue the rectangle (belt) around the middle of the tube.

· 4. Glue the head onto the top of the tube and the arms on the sides.

· 5. Fold the tabs of the feet and glue them under the tube to make a 3D effect.

· 6. Glue the sheep into the shepherd's arms or onto the front of the tube near his feet.
Instructions - Sheep

You will need:
· A copy of the sheep template on thin card.  Remember to place the dotted line on a folded sheet of cardboard to give a 3D effect. 
· Cotton wool

· Glue 

· Scissors

· Art materials

1. Colour the face and the legs and cut the sheep out.

2. Draw and colour eyes and ears.

3. Glue on cotton wool over the body,

Name…………………………………………………….       

   I show care for others when I      

 I play fair when I

Caring Certificate

This is to certify that
……………………………………………………………………………….

has shown care to others and played fairly in the playground and around the school.
Congratulations you have responded to God’s call.

Signed……………………………………..                       Date…………………………….


[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
Themes:


1. Advent


2. The Story of Christmas 


3. The Story of the Shepherds and the Angels

















The Annunciation





The Angel Gabriel tells Mary she is to be the mother of Jesus.  “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee."























The Visitation





Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth who is also going to have a baby. Elizabeth says to Mary, “You are the most blessed of all women and blessed is the child you will bear.”








Template for Christmas Angel








Cut out the large circle


Draw a face in the small circle


Draw arms below the thick black line and decorate as shown in (fig 1) below 


Cut along the dotted lines


Bend the cut portions back and slip the left slot into the right slot


Now decorate the facing portion of the wings. (fig 2.)





(Fig.1)








(Fig.2)








The Nativity





There was no room at the inn so Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable, wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.   





With her husband Joseph and the infant Jesus, Mary became the mother of the Holy Family.





The Shepherds in the Fields


There were shepherds out in the fields on that cold night, looking after their sheep. 





Suddenly an angel appeared to them and they were frightened.  But the angel told them not to be afraid because a ‘Saviour’ had been born and he was ‘Christ the Lord’.  





The angel told the shepherds where to find Baby Jesus, so they went to the stable to worship Him.     





The Angels Bring the Good News. 





After the angel told the shepherds the good news, a choir of angels appeared in the sky singing out the good news,


“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased.”








Name _______________________________________





This Advent Calendar belongs to________________________.
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