RERC Planner: Advent& Christmas
                                                                                  
                                               Primary 4

Month/Season:
Advent



Class:
Primary 4






Level: First
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God

RERC 1-18a

I know some of the signs and symbols related to Lent, Easter, Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding to help me explore the themes of these celebrations. 


	I know that the liturgical colours used by the Church are: purple during Advent and Lent; white during Christmastide and Eastertide; green during Ordinary time.

I have participated with my class in dressing the class altar in these colours.

I can participate in the preparation for Christmas, through prayer and joyful expectation in Advent and through prayer.

I have been offered opportunities to deepen my understanding of preparation and waiting as Advent themes through the prayerful creation of an Advent Wreath.

I can appreciate the crib as a symbol of the Universal Church’s prayerful reflection on the birth of Jesus.


	Class: - Teacher shows class the liturgical wheel and explains the significance of the colours. Teacher explains that Advent is a time when we are waiting for Christmas and the birth of Baby Jesus and emphasises that the liturgical colour during Advent is purple and the liturgical colour for Christmastide is white.  Children colour in blank liturgical wheel.

Advent is the Season that includes four Sundays preceding Christmas. The Advent Season marks the beginning of the Liturgical Calendar. It always begins in late November or early December. On November 30th or on the Sunday that is the closest to this date, the Catholic Church begins the Liturgical Season of Advent. Advent ends on December 24th before the evening prayer of Christmas.
Christmastide lasts 12 days, beginning on Christmas Eve (December 24th) and continues to the Feast of Epiphany (January 6th).

A useful website is http://www.catholicdoors.com/courses/liturgy.htm
Class: - Children dress class altar in colours appropriate to Advent followed by Christmastide.   Children pray round the class altar.

Class: - Teacher discusses the various ways we prepare for Christmas during Advent e.g. sending Christmas cards, dressing the Christmas tree, singing carols, taking part in a nativity play.   Teacher explains that the children are going to make an Advent calendar to help them count the days to Christmas.   Children write in a good deed for every day in December.
Class: - Teacher explains that as part of the preparations for Christmas, it is traditional to make or buy an Advent wreath.  If possible the teacher could assist the children in the making of a simple Advent Wreath. 

 To make an Advent wreath, begin with a Styrofoam circle, available at craft shops, and cut four evenly spaced holes into which you will place the four candles.  Traditionally there are three purple candles and one rose candle for the third Sunday.   Place fresh evergreen branches over the Styrofoam.  Replace them when they dry out in order to preserve the symbolism of the vitality of God's love.  Encourage children to participate as they are able, by gathering branches, placing the candles and so on. Teacher explains the significance of the candles (advent wreath notes are attached to planner).

Class: - Children are given the task to complete an Advent wreath worksheet which gives them the opportunity to colour in and attach the candles in the appropriate colours.

School: - Children participate in school Advent assemblies where the Advent wreath is lit.

Class: - Teacher shows children figures or pictures of Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus and sets up a crib on or near the class altar.  The children are giving opportunities to pray at the crib and reflect on the birth of Jesus as a joyful event that all Christians celebrate at Christmas time.
KEY VOCABULARY: Liturgical colours, prayer, Advent wreath

	Liturgical Wheels

(attached to planner)

Internet
Purple Altar Cloth 

White Altar Cloth

Template for Advent Calendar (attached to planner)

Styrofoam Circle

3 purple candles

1 rose candle

Evergreen branches

Advent wreath notes (attached to planner)

Advent Wreath 

Template (attached 

to planner)

Figure or Pictures of baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph


	Children demonstrate an understanding that the Church uses purple for Advent and white for Christmastide

Children demonstrate an understanding of the significance of the Advent Wreath. 

Children show awareness that the birth of Jesus is a joyful event.

	Strands of Faith: Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God

RERC 1‐15
 I can honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother. I can share why we honour her.


	I can participate in the creation of a prayer space in my classroom in honour of Mary in my classroom – especially during the season of Advent and the months of May and October.

I can recognise images and icons of Mary in the Church and in school.

I can participate in a simple liturgical procession honouring Mary and I can connect this to other liturgical processions e.g. Entrance procession at Mass, Gospel Procession, procession for the Presentation of the Gifts.

I know that the Rosary is a special prayer that helps us to honour Mary and tells us about the life of Jesus.

I can say a decade of the Rosary using Rosary beads.

I know that I can pray decades of the Rosary to Mary for myself, my family and for others.


	Class: - Teacher discusses with the children different ways of honouring Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother e.g. saying special prayers to Mary, singing hymns to Mary. Teacher tells the children that during Advent the class altar will be set up in honour of Mary.   Teacher places a statue of Mary and/or pictures of Mary on the class altar.  The children are told that at noon each day everyone in the school will stop to pray a special prayer to Mary called the Angelus.  Teacher explains to the children that the Angelus  means Angels and that Mary is in Heaven with all the angels and has a special title -   Queen of the Angels.  Teacher shows children a picture portraying Mary as Queen of the Angels.  Every day at noon the class will stop what they are doing and pray The Angelus.

The teacher leads the prayer and the children respond with praying the Hail Marys.  A copy of The Angelus is attached to the planner.
School: - The children will participate in a simple liturgical procession at assembly honouring Mary.  They will respectfully process round the school assembly area scattering rose petals and congregate around a statue of Mary whilst singing Immaculate Mary.

Class: - Teacher discusses with the children other liturgical processions that they have witnessed, e.g. Entrance procession at Mass, procession for the Presentation of the Gifts.  Teacher explains that these processions are solemn and respectful occasions and asks how we should behave either as a participant or as an observer e.g. participants walk slowly and reverently, music is played, sometimes the congregation stand.
Class: - Teacher reminds the children that the rosary is a special prayer that helps us to honour Mary and tells us about the life of Jesus.  During May, October and Advent we pray the Rosary to Mary.  Teacher revises The Joyful Mysteries:

The Annunciation 

The Visitation
The Nativity

The Presentation
The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple
Class: - Teacher shows children Rosary beads and explains how to use the beads correctly to pray the Rosary.   There is a Rosary bead information sheet for teachers attached to the planner.  Children are encouraged to bring their Rosary beads to school and use them respectfully to pray a decade of the Rosary
Class: - Teacher explains to the children that the class will be praying the Rosary during Advent and their prayers can be dedicated to themselves, their families and for others.  Children complete a Rosary Dedication Sheet and these are placed on the class altar set up in honour of Mary. 
 KEY VOCABULARY: Advent, May, October, images of Mary, icons of Mary, Rosary, decade of Rosary, Rosary beads, praying the Rosary

	Statue of Mary and/or pictures of Mary

Picture of Mary as Queen of the Angels

(attached to planner)

Words of the Angelus (attached to planner)

Lyrics of Immaculate Mary (attached to planner)

Statue of Our Lady

Baskets with artificial petals

Rosary beads 

Rosary Bead Information Sheet (attached to planner)

Rosary Dedication Sheet (attached to planner)


	Children can participate in a Liturgical procession.
Children can pray a decade of the Rosary.
Children demonstrate an understanding of why we honour Mary as Mother of Jesus and Our Mother.




	Strands of Faith: Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class/School/Home/Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Son of God

RERC 1‐05a

I am familiar with the Christmas story and I know that at Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary.

In P4 we will focus particularly on the place of the Magi in the Christmas narrative.

	I can hear, read and recount the account of the Magi / wise men (Matthew2: 1‐12).

I know that the wise men understood that the star was a sign of a special person being born and that they set off on a journey to find this person.

I know that a prophet in the Old Testament had written that the saviour would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5: 1), and this is why Herod directed them to Bethlehem.

I know that, just as the Magi journeyed together to Bethlehem, so during Advent I am journeying towards Christmas with my class, school, family and parish.

I know that the wise men recognised Jesus as God, and knelt and worshipped Him, an event known as the Epiphany and I know that we too kneel and genuflect in His presence in Church
I know that, shortly after Christmas, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, which recalls the visit of the Magi to Jesus.

I am able to state the significance of the gifts;

· Gold – a gift given to kings (a sign of kingship)

· Frankincense – burned as a symbol of prayer to God (a sign of divinity)

· Myrrh – used to prepare dead bodies for burial (a sign of future death).


	 Class: - Teacher reads from the bible Matthew2: 1‐12 and encourages the children to recount the story.   Teacher explains that the wise men from the east are also called The Magi.   What did the wise men from the east study?  What did they call baby Jesus?  Who was very upset about the birth of Jesus?  How did Herod know to send the wise men from east to Bethlehem? What did he ask the wise men from the east to do?  What gifts did the wise men from the East give Jesus?  Why did they not come back and tell Herod where to find Jesus?  The children read Matthew2: 1‐12 and are given a storyboard to draw and recount the bible passage.
Class: - Teacher discusses the importance of the star in the story of the three wise men from the east and that it was the sign of a special person.
 Ask the children to reflect on the words of the wise men from the east, “Where is the baby born to be the King of the Jews?  We saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.”  The children write the story of the importance of the star in the Following the Star Worksheet.
Class: - Children are giving the opportunity to make their own Star of Bethlehem.  Template and instructions are attached to the planner.

Class: - Teacher explains to the children that the teachers of the Law and chief priests could tell Herod about where Jesus was born because a prophet in the Old Testament had written that the saviour would be born in Bethlehem. Teacher reads to the children from the bible Micah 5: 1.
“The Lord says, Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in Judah, but out of you I will bring a ruler for Israel , whose family line goes back to ancient times.”  Discus this prediction with the children and ask them to recall the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.  The children will complete The Nativity Worksheet by writing a recount of the birth of Jesus.   The class adds shepherds and angels to the class crib.
Class: - Teacher discusses with the children that just as the wise men from the east journeyed together towards Bethlehem, so are members of the Christian community who are journeying towards Christmas to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Discuss the journey we are travelling in class, in school, at home and in the Church e.g. Advent Wreath Services, setting up the crib, Advent calendars, Christmas cards.
Class: - Teacher reads from the bible Matthew 2: 11, “They went into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshipped him.  They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, and presented them to him. “   Teacher discusses with the children the significance of the wise men from the east kneeling and worshipping, emphasising that they recognised baby Jesus as God.  Christians celebrate the visit to Jesus by the wise men from the East on the twelfth of January and this event is called the Epiphany.  Some countries in other parts of Europe receive their Christmas presents on the Epiphany.  Children complete The Wise Men from the East Knelt Down and Worshipped Jesus Worksheet by writing a recount of the visit of the wise men from the east to baby Jesus.  The class adds the three wise men from the east to the class crib. 
Class: - The teacher explains to the class that when we kneel and genuflect in Church, we too are recognising Jesus as God.  Teacher explains that kneeling is to go down on both knees and genuflecting is to go down on one knee. Kneeling and genuflecting are forms of worship usually associated with Kings and so when we kneel and genuflect we are acknowledging Jesus as King and the Son of God.  Catholics genuflect as they enter the church pew, as they walk past the Tabernacle and as they leave the church pew.  Teacher demonstrates how to genuflect and the children practise this gesture.
Class: - Teacher asks the class to recall the gifts that the wise men from the east presented baby Jesus - gold, frankincense and myrrh.  What would you give to a baby as a gift?  Do you know what gold looks like?  What things are made of gold?  Have you ever heard of frankincense?  What do you think it is?  Have you ever heard of myrrh?  What do you think it is?  Would you have liked these presents?  Teacher explains to the class that:

· Gold is a gift given to Kings and is a sign of kingship
· Frankincense a is burned as a symbol of prayer to God and is a sign of divinity
· Myrrh is used to prepare dead bodies for burial and is a sign of future death.
Teacher write the above explanations on the whiteboard and children copy

the explanations  into their Gifts Worksheet.
School:- The children participate in school Christmas Concerts, Carol Services, etc.
KEY VOCABULARY: Journey of the Magi, Saviour, Bethlehem, Herod, journeying through Advent, worship ,genuflect, Epiphany, Gold, Frankincense, Myrrh

	Bible

Storyboard
(attached to planner)
Following the Star Worksheet

(attached to planner)
Star of Bethlehem Template and Instructions (attached to planner)

Bible

The Nativity Worksheet (attached to planner)

Figures/pictures of shepherd and angels
Bible

The Wise Men from the East Knelt Down and Worshipped Jesus Worksheet (attached to planner)

Figures/pictures of the three wise men from the east

Whiteboard

Gifts Worksheet (attached to planner)


	Children can read and recount the story of the wise men from the east.

Children demonstrate an understanding that the wise men from the east recognised Jesus as God.

Children can genuflect and show awareness of its significance.
Children demonstrate an understanding of the significance of the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  


	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Reign of God

RERC 1‐24a
I have considered ways in which the Catholic Christian community works together to show care for the world and for the needs of all people. I have reflected on the implications of this for my life and that of others.


	I have had opportunities to listen to how my class teacher, head teacher and school chaplain, as members of the local Catholic Church, have shown care for the world and the needs of all people.
I have developed my understanding of what it means to be part of my local Catholic Church by listening to members from different parish groups explain reasons why they serve and care for the world and the needs of all people e.g. The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SSVP), Children’s Liturgy Leaders, Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Communion, Music Groups.

I know that, as a member of my local parish, I am also invited to participate actively in the liturgical life of the Catholic Church by, for example, attending Sunday Mass, participating in Eucharistic Adoration and other Liturgical events, such as Christmas Carol Service.
I have reflected prayerfully on the life of St Vincent De Paul, on his love for the poor and know that he modelled himself on Jesus. I know that I am called to follow this example in simple and practical ways.


	Class: - Teacher explains as Christians and followers of Jesus Christ we have an obligation to follow the example of Jesus by showing care for the world and for the needs of others.  Teacher discusses different ways of doing this with the children – raising money for charity, praying for others, volunteering their time to help the needy in society, etc.  Teacher explains that we are part of the Christian Catholic community and discuss what makes up a parish with the children –school, Church, parishioners, parish groups, etc.  Teacher explains to the children that they will be compiling a list of questions about how their class teacher, head teacher and school chaplain care for the world and the needs of all people.  Teacher will arrange for the headteacher and school chaplain to visit the class and answer these questions.
Parish - Teacher discusses with the children the different parish groups within their parish and how they serve and care for the world and the needs of all people e.g. The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SSVP), Children’s Liturgy Leaders, Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Communion, Music Groups.  Teacher explains that some of these groups serve and care the needs of local communities, some serve and care for the needs of national communities and some serve and care for the needs of global communities.  Teacher invites some members of parish groups to speak to the children on their role as part of their local Catholic Church.  These visits could be photographed and published on the school website. 
Class: - Teacher explains to the class that they are a valued member of their local parish and are also invited to participate in the life of the Catholic Church.  Teacher discusses how they can do this e.g. attending Sunday Mass, participation in Eucharist Adoration, Christmas Carol Service.

Class: -The teacher tells the children about the life of Saint Vincent de Paul and his love for the poor and how he modelled himself on Jesus.  An information sheet on Saint Vincent de Paul is attached to the planner. Teacher discusses the life of Saint Vincent de Paul with the children and asks how they could follow his example in their life today e.g. giving money to charity, helping others, etc.  Children complete Saint Vincent de Paul Worksheet. 
KEY VOCABULARY: serve and care for the world, actively serve and support the Church, St Vincent de Paul

	Writing Materials
Camera 
Internet

Information Sheet on Saint Vincent de Paul ( attached to the planner)

Saint Vincent de Paul Worksheet( attached to the planner)


	Children demonstrate awareness of what it is means to be part of their local Catholic Church.

Children demonstrate awareness that they are invited to serve and support the Catholic Church.

Children demonstrate an understanding that they are called to follow the example of Saint Vincent de Paul in simple and practical ways.
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Name.............................................................. 

Teacher Notes on the Advent Wreath

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. 

The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week represents one thousand years, to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Saviour. Three candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead. 

The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day adaptations include a white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose candles with four white candles, which will be lit throughout Christmas season. 
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Mary Queen of the Angels

The Angelus
The Angel of the Lord declared to Mary: 
And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.  

Behold the handmaid of the Lord: Be it done unto me according to Thy word. 

Hail Mary . . .  

And the Word was made Flesh: And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary . . .  


Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: 
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection, through the same Christ Our Lord. 

Amen.  

Immaculate Mary

Immaculate Mary!
Our hearts are on fire, 
that title so wondrous
fills all our desire.

Refrain.
Ave, ave, ave Maria!
Ave, ave, ave Maria!


2. We pray for God’s glory, 
the Lord’s kingdom come!
We pray for his vicar, 
our father, and Rome.

Refrain.
Ave, ave, ave Maria!
Ave, ave, ave Maria!


3. We pray for our mother
the church upon earth, 
and bless, sweetest lady, 
the land of our birth.

Refrain.
Ave, ave, ave Maria!
Ave, ave, ave Maria!


Rosary Information Sheet 
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A Decade of the Rosary will be Offered up for the Intention of
---------------------------------------------------------------------
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Hail Mary,
Full of Grace,
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of death.
Amen.
Name………………………………………

The Wise Men from the East Storyboard

Read the story of The Wise Men from the East Matthew 2:1-12 and complete the storyboard below.  

	
	
	

	1.


	2.
	3.

	
	
	

	4.


	5.


	6.


Instructions – Star of Bethlehem
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You will need:
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· Star template printed on cardboard

· Art Materials
· Scissors

· Glue

· Cord

What to do:

Remember two copies of the star template will make one 3D star.

1. Cut out two copies of the star template.
2. Decorate the stars.
3. Fold the tab under both of the stars. 
4. Crease the interior lines of the stars so that the arms of the star puff up.
5. Put glue on the flaps and glue the two stars together (each flap should be glued to the inside of the other star). 

6. Glue a short loop of string or yarn to one arm of the star.
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Name……………………………………………
Following the Star
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Write your story in this box

Name………………………………………

The Nativity

Write your story in this box.
Name………………………………………
The Wise Men from the East Knelt Down and Worshipped Jesus

  Write your story in this box.

Name_____________________________________________    Class________________________________   
Gifts Worksheet

Describe the gifts brought to Jesus by the wise men.  Can you say what message was contained in each gift?
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Information Sheet – Saint Vincent de Paul
The French priest St. Vincent de Paul (1581-1660) organized works of charity, founded hospitals, and started two Roman Catholic religious orders.
Vincent de Paul was born into a peasant family on April 24, 1581, in the village of Pouy in south-western France. He studied theology at the University of Toulouse, was ordained a priest at 19, and completed his theological studies 4 years later. Using his status as a priest to escape the dull village life of southern France, Vincent went to Paris in 1608. He wrote a curious letter to some friends at this time, telling in detail how he had been captured by Barbary pirates and taken as a slave to Tunisia. This story is not supported by any other evidence, and Vincent never referred to it later in his life.

In Paris, Vincent came under the influence of a wise spiritual guide who gradually caused him to see that helping others was more important than helping himself. For a few years he worked as a parish priest in Clichy near Paris. In 1613 he tutored the children of the general of the French galleys and in 1617 became chaplain to the galley slaves. He was concerned for all the peasants on the general's properties because of the terrible conditions in which they lived. By 1625 he had influenced a number of young men, some of them priests, to join him in forming a religious group to be called the Congregation of the Mission. Vincent and his friends worked with the poor people of the countryside near Paris, helping them obtain food and clothing and teaching them about Christ.

Vincent formed associations of wealthy lay people in Paris, persuading them to dedicate some of their time and money to helping the poor. He started several hospitals, including one in Marseilles for convicts sentenced to the galleys. Several times he was asked to act as a mediator in the wars of religion that were tearing France apart. With Louise de Marillac, a talented and sensitive friend, he started the first religious group of women dedicated entirely to works of charity outside the cloister, a group called the Daughters of Charity.

Vincent was a man of action rather than of theory. The religious spirit he communicated was simple, practical and straightforward. He looked to Christ as his leader and tried to translate the Gospel message into concrete results. He died on Sept. 27, 1660, and was canonized a saint in the Roman Catholic Church in 1737. The religious groups he founded continue to carry on his work.

Name ______________________

Saint Vincent De Paul

	List some of the qualities that you like about St Vincent de Paul.
	What things can you do in your life to live out some of the qualities of St Vincent?

	
	


Themes


1. Advent


2. The Journey of the Magi


3. The Catholic Christian Community











Star of Bethlehem Template
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