RERC Planner: Advent and Christmas                                                                                                                               Primary 6

Month / Season: Advent& Christmas   

Class:
Primary 6






Level: Second
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	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	
Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment

	Son of God


RERC 2-05a
I know that Jesus is truly divine and truly human and I can acknowledge Him as our Saviour who brings the New Covenant. 

In P6 we focus on the Gospel of Matthew (with occasional references to the Gospel of John). The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus Christ, ‘son of David, son of Abraham,” (Matthew 1: 1) as the fulfillment of God’s promises and as “Emmanuel” ‐ God with us (Matthew 1: 23).

	I recognise that we can learn about Jesus through the Gospels and that each Gospel gives a particular portrait of the same Jesus.

I know that in P6 through reading the Gospel; of Matthew we will learn about Jesus who was “son of David”, “son of Abraham” and “Emmanuel”.
	Class – Children should prepare the class altar. It should be dressed with a purple cloth, a bible, a candle (Jesus is the light of the world), an Advent wreath, and the beginnings of a crib. 
Class – Hold up the Bible for the children to see. Ask them in groups to write down as many facts as they can think of about the Bible. 
Children should read ‘About The Bible’ (attached to planner) in their groups and discuss the text. Is there anything that surprised them? Do they want to check any of the statements? Provide Bibles for each group. 

Children will then work with a partner to complete the Bible quiz question sheet attached to the planner. 
Class - What is a ‘gospel’? The word gospel derives from the Old English gōd-spell meaning "good news" or "glad tidings". A gospel is an account, often written, that describes the life of Jesus of Nazareth. In a more general sense the term "gospel" may refer to the good news message of the New Testament. Who wrote the gospels? (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). These authors are given as special names, ‘Evangelists’. What did they write about? Who were they?
Children should carry out an internet research task (task sheet attached)
Children should complete the Evangelist Data Handling task (attached to planner) their end result should look something like this:
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	Altar resources for Advent. 

Bibles
About the Bible Worksheet & Quiz Sheet (attached to planner)

Internet Access

Research worksheet (attached to planner)

Evangelist Data Handling Worksheet (attached to planner)
	Children will understand that Advent is a season in the liturgical year when we prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.
The children will understand the meaning of the word ‘Gospel’. They will have some knowledge of the lives of the four Evangelists and their relationship to Jesus.




	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of God and explains its character through the parables and its values through the Beatitudes. This provokes opposition from the religious authorities but Jesus remains faithful to the mission entrusted to him by God, his Father.

	I know that John the Baptist prepared the way for the Messiah, or Christ, (meaning the anointed one) and asked others to prepare too by repentance and the forgiveness of their sins (Matthew 3:1‐12).


As I reflect on the person and ministry of John the Baptist, I know that he recognised and proclaimed Jesus as Saviour (John 1: 29‐34). 

I know that we too are called to proclaim Jesus as our Saviour and witness to His message 



	Class – We are going to be focussing on the Gospel of Saint Matthew. Matthew. Read from the Bible Matthew 1:1. What is Matthew telling us in this opening chapter? He is telling us that Jesus is a direct descendent of King David, which was foretold in the Old Testament (Isaiah 11:1-2). He is also telling us that Jesus is the Messiah. What does ‘Messiah’ mean? The word Messiah means ‘anointed’. It usually means someone who is initiated into God’s service by being anointed with oil; Other Kings have been called messiah in the past e.g. King David, but Jesus is referred to as 
‘The Messiah’. Matthew wrote his gospels to try to convince Jews that Jesus was the Messiah, the one they had been waiting for.
Why do you think it is important that we know that Jesus has ancestors? Jesus was human. He had a family tree just as we do. 

Home - Ask the children to create their own family tree. (attached to planner) 
Class- Read from the Bible Matthew 3:1-12.  John was sent by God to be the forerunner. Complete the worksheet attached on this Bible passage. 
In what way was John asking people to prepare for the coming of The Messiah (repent and ask forgiveness). During Advent we too are asked to repent and ask for forgiveness in preparation for Jesus coming. 
Complete the close passage procedure ‘Lamb of God’ attached in jotters using the Bible (John 1:29-34). 
Class – Recap on the part played by John the Baptist in preparing the way for Jesus. John ‘proclaimed’ the good news about The Messiah. What does it mean to ‘proclaim’ something?  How can we proclaim Jesus as our Saviour and be witnesses to His Message? 
Design a poster using paint / pastels/ collage / ICT, proclaiming the coming of Jesus at Christmas.  Choose your words carefully. Make sure that you get over the point of how this event will change the world and how it is a joyous occasion.  
KEY VOCABULARY: Portrait of Jesus, Gospel of Matthew, Messiah, Christ, anointed one

	Bibles

Homework Family Tree Sheet (attached to planner)

Bibles

Bible Passage Worksheet (attached to planner)

Lamb of God Worksheet (attached to planner)

Art Materials

Paper


	The children will understand that Jesus was human and divine. They will know that He had ancestors as we do. 
The children will understand the role of John the Baptist in preparing the way for Jesus. 
They will understand the relevance of the ‘Lamb of God’ during Mass. 



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	Hours of God


RERC2-17a
I have, through liturgical experiences, reflected on an ability to respond to symbols and take part in rituals in order to worship God. 

Hours of God

RERC 2‐18a

I know some of the signs and symbols related to Advent and Christmastide and I can use this understanding to help me explore the

themes of these celebrations. 

	I have been given opportunities to celebrate liturgy as part of my class, my school and my parish.
I recognise that the priest wears a variety of vestments according to the liturgical season/event.

I can name the vestments worn by the priest for Mass and I know that the colour changes in accordance with the liturgical season.

I can use appropriate colours, words and gestures when preparing for participating in class/school rituals.

I recognise that some symbols drawn from the Old Testament, such as those found on a Jesse Tree, depict something of the ancestry of Jesus and I can reflect on their meaning.

	Class / Parish – Children will be given the opportunity to attend Mass, a carol service/nativity and the sacrament of reconciliation during Advent. 

Class – Recap on the liturgical colours. Discuss what colours will be worn in church during Advent. Where else might we see this colour? (Wreath) What does this colour represent? 

Children should attempt to complete the Priest’s Vestments & Cloths Worksheet attached to the planner. They may use a dictionary to help them to complete this task.
Answers:

1. Amice, 2.Alb, 3. Cincture, 4. Stole. 5. Maniple. 6. Chasuble, 7. Deacon’s Stole, 8. Dalmatic, 9A. Folded Chasuble (back), 9B. Folded Chasuble (Front), 10. Broad Stole, 11. Purificator, 12. Pall. 13. Chalice Veil, 14. Burse, 15A. Corporal (folded) 15B. Corporal Open.  

Ask the priest to come in and show the children the different vestments. Or if possible arrange a visit to the Sacristy. 
Class – Discuss the previous lesson on family and Jesus’ genealogy. Explain to the children that at this time of year there is a special tree that Christians make called a ‘Jesse Tree’. This tree represents Jesus family and the stories about his ancestors. Read from the Bible Isaiah 11. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
Explain to the children that Jesse was King David’s father. The image of a branch growing out of the roots of Jesse points to a new king in David’s line. Christians know that this is fulfilled in Jesus, the King of Kings, who is a descendent of Jesse. One tradition is to decorate a tree branch with symbols that remember other important persons from the Old Testament. The symbols on the "Jesse Tree" remind us that our belief grows out of deep roots of thousands of years of ancestors in the faith.
The children should each be given a story from the Bible associated with the Jesse Tree. They should find the story in the Bible and write a synopsis of the story in their jotter followed by a symbol to represent the story. The teacher will then supply each child with a piece of white card to draw out their symbol. It should be coloured. On the reverse the name of the Bible story and Bible ref should be noted. 

	Invite the priest to talk to the children about his vestments or alternatively arrange a visit to the church sacristy. 

Vestment Worksheet (attached to planner)

Art and craft Materials
Bibles

Internet Access
Craft Materials 
Internet Access

Bibles
	The children will actively participate in the mass. 

The children will have some understanding of the vestments and their names worn by the priest on various occasions throughout the liturgical year. 

The children will create their own Jesse Tree and understand some of the associated stories. 



	Strands of Faith : Experiences and Outcomes
	Core Learning
	Learning & Teaching

Class / School / Home / Parish
	Resources
	Assessment 

	
	
	Alternatively a printed image can be found at the following websites.
http://www.kingofpeace.org/advent/advent.htm
http://www.domestic-church.com/CONTENT.DCC/19971201/FRIDGE/JESSE1.HTM
http://www.catholicartworks.com/catechist/the_jesse_tree.htm
Examples of stories from the Jesse Tree (children’s versions) can be read at the following website:
http://ww2.netnitco.net/~legend01/advent.htm

KEY VOCABULARY: Liturgy, vestments, liturgical season

	
	


About The Bible

Thirty-five hundred years ago, God began instructing men to write down His words. Over the next fifteen hundred years, God continued to speak and many men recorded these messages.

The early writings were called the “Law” and the “Prophets.” These, and the rest of God’s words recorded on scrolls, became known as the “Scriptures.”

Today these same writings, bound together in one book are called the “Bible.” 

What makes the Bible so amazing, special and important?
There has never been a book written in the same way as the Bible!

· The Bible was written by over 40 authors

· The author who wrote it came from 3 different continents: Asia, Africa and Europe

· They wrote from many different places: wilderness, prison, travelling, islands 

· They wrote it at different times; covering a span of 1,500 years

· They did different kinds of jobs: fishermen, kings, shepherds, a herdsman, a politician, a doctor, a tax collector, a rabbinical scholar and more

· They all wrote about the same thing!

How many books have you read?
The Bible is very different from all of them. 


· The Bible is very old, it was written over a time period of approximately 1,500 years! 

· While it is very old, the Bible is still relevant for today

· It is the most widely read book ever, the all-time Best Selling Book! 

· Many people, and several governments, have attempted to keep people from reading the Bible

· The Bible is the most loved book of all time

· There are more translations of the Bible into different languages than any other book. 

· There are more handwritten copies of the Bible still in existence than any other old writing
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Design your own quiz (no more than 15 questions - with answers) in a similar style to the examples shown. Try to use passages from both the Old Testament and the New Testament.
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The Evangelists
You are going to research the lives of the evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
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Try to find out the following information:

· Who were they?
· What nationality were they?

· What was their connection to Jesus?
· What happened to them?

· Who was their gospel aimed at?
· What symbol is used to represent them? 
You should include an image and any other information that you find interesting. 
Take notes in the space provided below and use these to write a piece about each evangelist 
in your RERC jotter.
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Evangelist- Data Handling
Below are some fast facts about the stories and teachings covered by each evangelist in the New Testament Gospels. 

Create a graph on squared paper to display this information.

Remember to label the axis clearly and give your graph a name.

One you have completed the graph stick in neatly into your RERC jotter and use your graph to answer the questions below. 
	Fast Facts
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John 

	Miracles
	29
	23
	23
	10

	Parables
	31
	13
	37
	3

	Sermons
	10
	5
	13
	8


Answer in full sentences:

1. Who wrote about the greatest number of miracles?


2. Who wrote the least number of parables?


3. How many more miracles did Matthew report on than Mark?


4. Who wrote the least number of sermons?


5. Who wrote retold the most parables? 


6. How many more parables did Luke retell compared with John?


7. What was the most popular area written about?

Extension

What fraction of each author’s work were parables? (Simplify is possible)

What percentage of each author’s work were parables? 
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John the Baptist
Use the Bible (Matthew 3:1-9) to complete the following task
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Colour, cut and paste the above image into your RERC jotter.

Complete the following:

1. John the Baptist lived in the __________________ of ________________.

2. He was sent by God to prepare the way for ___________________.

3. People came to his to _________________ their sins and he _________________ them in the River Jordan.

4. John wore clothes made of ______________________, and a _______________ belt round his waist. 

5. He ate ____________________ and ___________________.
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The Lamb of God 
Copy and complete the following passage in your RERC jotter. 
The next day John saw __________ coming to him, and said, "There is the _______________, who takes away the ________ of the world! This is the one I was talking about when I said, "A man is coming after me, but he is ____________ than I am, because he ____________ before I was born.' 
I did not know who he would be, but I came ___________ with water in order to make him known to the people of _____________." And John gave this _____________: "I saw the Spirit come down like a _______ from heaven and stay on him. 
I still did not know that he was the one, but God, who sent me to baptise with __________, had said to me, "You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is the one who baptises with the _______________.' I have seen it," said John, "and I tell you that he is _________________________."
Extension:
Which part of the Mass recalls this Bible passage? What are the exact words spoken? Who speaks them?  
Deacon’s/Priest’s Vestments & Cloths
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Cut out the image containing pictures of a priest’s vestments. 
Below are their names but which name matches which garment? 

Examples of Jesse Tree Displays
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Themes�1.The Bible and the Four Evangelists�2.John the Baptist – The Forerunner of Christ


3. The Liturgical Colours and Garments




















My Family Tree





Alb		Stole		Folded Chasuble (back)	Folded Chasuble (front)





Amice		Maniple		Chasuble		Broad Stole		Pall





Cincture		Deacon’s Stole		Dalmatic		Chalice Veil





		Burse		Corporal (folded)	Corporal (open)		Purificator								
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